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TO THE

HON. FRANCIS HINCKS, M. P. P.

FOR THE COUNTY OF OXFORD, CANADA WEST.

FULLY aware that literary and topographical productions of the present

age must stand upon their own merits rather than on the popularity or in

fluence of the patrons to whom they may be inscribed, this humble effort

is not offered to you from the mercenary motive of obtaining a more ex

tended circulation nor do I for a moment presume that in dedicating the

following little work to you, I am adding to your honorable reputation ;
I

do it solely as an humble, though a feeble tribute to your persevering and
valuable exertions in the long struggles that have given to Canada that in

crease of political justice and self-government at present shewn in the prac
tical and harmonious working of her municipal institutions, and her present

commanding financial position. The object of this work is to give
a topographical and statistical description of the County. In doing this I

have been necessarily compelled, in order to be more fully understood, to

give a brief synopsis of several Acts of Parliament. By these I find that

the first Municipal Act, giving to the people great powers, the amend
ment of it, whereby these powers were greatly increased, the establishment

of Township Councils, the new Election Law, whereby a poll is opened
in each Township, the amendment to the Election Act, whereby sheriffs

are ex-offido returning officers, and township clerks ex-officio deputy return

ing officers, the Division Court Act, the new Assessment Act, the new

Jury Act, and the new Post Office Act and cheap postage, all date their

existence from the time of your first election to represent this County, and
in all of which your masterly hand is unmistakably discerned. In addition

to these inestimable and invaluable blessings, enjoyed, in common with us of

this County, by the whole Province, I may add that although the Great

Western Rail Road and the London and Hamilton Plank and Gravel Road
had long been in contemplation, and repeated unsuccessful attempts
been made to forward them before your election, it required your informa

tion, energy and perseverance to complete the one, and place the other in its

present prosperous and promising position. As an humble expression of re

gard for your many and invaluable services as the Parliamentary represen
tative of this County, this work is respectfully inscribed,

By your most humble and obedient servant,

THOMAS S. SHENSTON.
WOODSTOCK, COUNTY OF OXFORD, C. W.,

September, 1852.
I



PREFACE.
ALTHOUGH tlie Census of the County of Oxford has been taken at four

different periods, and, with the exception of the last, at a great expense to

the County, no abstracts of them have been published, for the information

of those, at whose cost and expense they were taken, with the exception of

very brief ones in almanacs, which only stated the number of inhabitants

and a few matters appertaining to the County as a whole. But brief and

meagre as was this information, since the recent topographical change of

the County, these abstracts have become valueless, and should, from any

cause, the solitary abstracts from these censuses, which are now in the office

of the Clerk of the Peace for this County, be lost or destroyed by fire or

other casualties, there would be no possibility
of replacing them. This

would be a most serious loss not only to the present, but to all future genera

tions, for I am informed that the copies of the abstracts which were tiled in

the offices of Government were destroyed by the Vandalism of a Montreal

mob in 1849.

Having in my possession, as Census Commissioner, the entire Census

1852, and the abstracts of the former ones being most kindly placed atmy

disposal by the Clerk of the Peace, and being, as an inhabitant, very much

gratified
at the rapid and uniform growth and improvement of the County

and every municipality in it,
I was induced to put them together in the

form in which they now appear in this work, trusting the inhabitants of the

County of Oxford, whose interest I have had in view, will not allow me to

lose any thing more than my time and trouble, which I assure them has not

been trifling.
For most of the additional information, I am chiefly indebted

to HON. F. HINCKS, M. P. P. for the County, JAMES INGERSOLL, Esq., Regis

trar County of Oxford, J. B. ASKIN, Esq., Clerk of the Peace, County

of Middlesex, COL. G. W. WHITEHEAD, of Woodstock, and the several

Township Clerks; to all whom I take this method of returning my best

thanks for the valuable assistance they have thus rendered me, in enabling

me to obtain my information from the best and most authentic sources.

I have not the vanity to say the work is not susceptible of improvement,

but I think it due to myself to say that no pains or expense has been

spared to have the whole as correct as works of this nature can be made.

In no one case (official
ones excepted,) have I trusted to printed documents,

although I have had them by me, but have obtained the required information

from the most unquestionable sources.

THOMAS S. SHENSTON.

WOODSTOCK, COUNTY or OXFORD, C. W., )

August, 1852. }
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NOTWITHSTANDING this little work, as its name implies, is intended to be

confined to the statistical and general information of the County of Oxford

as it is at present constituted, we do not think that it will be considered by
the reader out of place to devote a few lines to the Province of which

OUR COUNTY forms so important a part.

At the last general examination of school teachers for the County of

Oxford, one of the teachers wrote &quot;

God,&quot;
as the answer to the printed ques

tion,
&quot; Who was the founder of the Jews ?&quot; &quot;We give a similar answer to

the question,
&quot; Who was the founder and divider of Canada ?&quot; In the year

1, when &quot;in the beginning God made the heavens and the earth,&quot; Canada was

included in the divine formation, and when God said &quot;

let there be
light,&quot;

there was &quot;

light&quot;
in Canada. For 4004 B. C. and 1492 A. C. did the sun

shine, the rain descend, the winds blow, the lightning flash, the thunders

roll, the buds
&quot;put forth,&quot;

and the leaves fall on the &quot;one vast howling wil

derness&quot; of Canada and the continent of which it formed a part, before a

single, civilized, human being knew of its existence. In the year 1492,

Columbus discovered America, and in the year 1497, John Cabot and his

son, Sebastian, (Italians,)
that portion which is now Canada. It came into

possession of the French
; they appointed Jacques Cartiere captain-general

in the year 1540, and other commanders, governors and Presidents as follows :

1598, Marquis de la Rooke, 1672, Sieur de la Salles,

1599, Sieur Captain Pontgrove, 1682,
&quot; de la Barre,

1608, Capt. S. de Champlain, 1684, Marquis Dononville,

1636, Sieur Montmagny, 1689, Count de Frontenac,

1647,
&quot;

Dailebout, 1699, Cher de Collieres,

1650,
&quot;

DeLauzon, 1703, Marquis deVandreuil,

1657, Viscount d Argenson, 1720,
&quot; &quot;

Beauharnois,

1661, Sieur d Avougour, 1746,
&quot; &quot; la Jonquiere,

1663,
&quot;

Mezy, 1747, Count de la Goli,

1663, Marquis de Tracy, 1752, Marquis du Juesne,

1664, Sieur de Courcelles, 1755,
&quot; deVandreuil.

1672, Count de Frontenac,

For a number of years the English and French were at war, the former

were several times unsuccessful in their attempts to conquer Canada, but
were at last successful in the year 1759 (under the administration of Mr.

Pitt) ;
in that year, Niagara surrendered to Sir William Johnston, and Crown

Point to General Amherst, and the memorable battle on the heights of Abra
ham, in which General Wolfe lost his life and gained Quebec, the key of

Canada.

The first territorial division, or rather the first described territory in which

any portion of Canada was included, appears to have been made by a royal

proclamation, dated in October, 1763, issued in accordance with the fourth
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article of the treaty signed in Paris on February of the same year. By this

proclamation, a part only of what is now Canada, was included, and that por
tion formed a part of the Province of Quebec.

By an act of the British Parliament, passed in 1774, the limits of the

Province of Quebec were greatly extended and made to include not only what
is now Canada but a large portion of what is now the United States, that

portion which is north-west of the Ohio to the Mississippi.

The British Lieut. Governors up to the division in 1791, were

1765, James Murray, 1774, Guy Carleton,

1766, P.M. Irvine, 1778, F. Haldimand,

1766, Guy Carleton, 1784, H.Hamilton,

1770, H. J. Cromahe, 1785, H. Hope.
What may be termed the first territorial division of what is now Canada

West, was made by proclamation, issued under the authority of an Act of the

British Parliament, by Lord Dorchester, the Governor- General of Canada,

July 24, 1788. At this time, Upper Canada still formed a part of the Pro

vince of Quebec, and was divided into four districts, namely : the district of

Lunenburgh, the district of Mechlinburgh, the district of Nassau, and the dis

trict of Nesse. The 8th Act of the Upper Canada Parliament (32 Geo. Ill,

chap. 8, Oct. 15, 1792) continued these boundaries but altered the names of

the districts to Eastern, Midland, Home, and Western. The County of Ox

ford, as will be seen in another part of this work, was in the Western district,

and so was Detroit and Michilimackinac. In accordance with the treaty of

1783, these ports were, in a reasonable period, to be given up, but were retained

on the ground of infraction of the treaty on the part of the United States
;

but in the treaty of 1794, commonly called Jay s treaty, they were given up
in 1796.

Gourley in alluding to these treaties says,
&quot; What I allude to as havinghap

pened after the Revolutionary War of America, cannot be better told than

by quoting a passage from a memorial presented by the Merchants of Upper
and Lower Canada to Sir George Prevost, dated Oct 14, 1812.&quot;

&quot;

Posterity will hardly believe, although history must attest the melancholy
and mortifying truth, that in acceding to the independence of the then 1 3 col

onies as states, their territory was not merely allowed to them, but an extent of

country then a portion of the Province of Quebec, nearly of equal magnitude
to the said 13 colonies or states, was ceded, notwithstanding not a foot of the

country so ceded was at the time occupied by an American in arms, nor could

have been had the war continued
;
and this cession is the more remarkable as

New York and Rhode Island, being then in possession of the British army ;

the surrender of these valuable posts and places, required a large equivalent in

territory elsewhere, instead of giving, as it were, a premium for getting rid of

them.&quot;
&quot; Yet such was the ignorance, negligence, or something worse of the

then minister of Great Britain, and those he employed in regard to geographi

cal position and local importance of the territory ceded, that when the mer

chants of London interested in the Canada trade, waited upon Mr. Oswald,

the negociator, to represent the impolitic and improvident cession of the up

per country and posts commanding the same; viz.: Michilimackinac, De

troit, Niagara, &c.; and to endeavor to discover if some means could not be

devised for averting the destructive consequence thereof, in respect to the secu-
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rity of Canada, and of the British trade and influence with the Indians,

he literally burst into tears, acknowledged his complete ignorance of such

posts being in our possession, or even in existence, and of the country given

away being an object worthy of notice in any respect.

The boundaries of Upper Canada were thus defined by Surveyor Gene
ral Smith in 1799, as follows:

&quot; The Province of Upper Canada is bounded to the eastward by the

United States of America, that is by a line from the 45th degree of north

latitude, along the middle of the River Iroquis or Cataraqui, into Lake On
tario

; through the middle likewise, until it strikes the communication by
water between that Lake and Lake Erie; through the middle of that Lake,
until it arrives at the water communication between it and Lake Huron

;

thence through the middle of Lake Huron, to the water communication

between it and Lake Superior ;
thence through Lake Superior northward

to the isles Royale and Phillipeau, to the Long Lake, and the water com
munication between it and the Lake of the Woods

;
thence through that

Lake, to the most north-western point thereof; and from thence a due west

line to the River Mississippi.
&quot; To the westward and to the northward, west of the Mississippi, its boun

daries are indefinite
;
the northern limits of Louisiana not being well known.&quot;

*_ .

Col. John Graves Simcoe was the first Governor of Upper Canada, and

was appointed such in 1792.

By the Act (British) 31, Geo. Ill, chap. 31, (1791) it provided that the

Governor General of Upper Canada might divide the Province into Coun
ties or Districts by proclamation, and elect therefrom not less than 1 6 mem
bers to compose the House of Assembly of the said Province

;
in accordance

with which Gov. Simcoe, on the 16th day of July, 1792, issued his procla
mation dividing the Province of Upper Canada into the following 19

Counties, viz.: Addington, Dundas, Durham, Essex, Frontenac, Glengarry,

Grenville, Hastings, Kent, Leeds, Lennox, Lincoln, Norfolk, Northumberland,

Ontario, Prince Edwards, Stormont, Suffolk, and York. These Counties

sent 16 members, who were elected for four years, unless the Parliament

be sooner dissolved by the person administering the Government.

The first Parliament of Upper Canada was held under a tree, a laro-e

stone serving for a table, at the town of Newark (Niagara), on the 17th

day of September, 1792. Unfortunately no list of the members names
have been preserved ;

but it was composed of 1 6 members, and John Mc
Donald, of Glengarry, was unanimously elected the first speaker.
The first Act was passed October 15th, 1792, called 32nd Geo. Ill,

chap. 1, and entitled &quot;An Act to repeal certain parts of an Act passed in

the \th year of His Majesty s reign, entitled An Actfor making more

effectual provision for the government of the Province of Quebec in North

America} and to introduce the English law as the ride of Decision in all

matters of controversy relating to property and civil
rights&quot;

On June 5th, 1798, the Parliament met at the town of York (now To
ronto) ; the building in which they met was destroyed by fire in 1824, and
most of the journals were destroyed with it.
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The following is a list of the Governors of Upper Canada from the

division of the Province in 1791, to the union in 1840 :

1792, Com. John G. Simcoe, Lieut. Governor.

1796, Hon. Peter Russell, President.

1799, Lieut. Gen. Peter Hunter, Lieut. Governor.

1805, Hon. Alex. Grant, President.

1806, F. Gore, Lieut. Governor.

1811, Sir Isaac Brock, President.

1812, Sir R. Hale Sheaffe,

1813, F.B.DeRottenburgh,
1813, Sir Gordon Drummond, Lieut. Governor.

1815, Sir George Murray,
1815, Sir Phillips Robinson,

&quot;

1815, F. Gore, Prov. Lieut. Governor.

1817, Hon. Samuel Smith, Lieut. Governor.

1818, Sir Peregrine Maitland, Administrator.

1820, Hon. Samuel Smith, Lieut. Governor.

1820, Sir Peregrine Maitland, Administrator.

1828, Sir John Colborne, Lieut. Governor.

1836, Sir Francis Bond Head,
&quot; &quot;

1836, Sir George Arthur,
&quot; &quot;

The re-union of Upper and Lower Canada took place in the year 1838,
while the Earl of Gosford was Governor General of Lower Canada and
Sir George Arthur the Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada. Since

such re-union of the Provinces, the following is a list of the Governor
Generals :

1838, Sir John Colborne, Administrator.

1838, Earl of Durham, Gov. Gen. & Lord High Com.

1838, Sir John Colborne, Administrator.

1839, Lord Sydenham, Governor General.

1842, Sir Charles Bagot,
&quot; &quot;

1843, Sir Charles Metcalfe,
&quot;

1845, Lord Cathcart, Ad. & Com. in Chief.

1846, Earl of Elgin, Governor General.

By the above list it will be seen that we have had 27 Governors since Cana
da came into the possession of the British in 1765; being an average of

about two years and a quarter each. Lord Elgin, our present noble Gover

nor General, has now been here three averages, and, with the one exception
of Sir John Colborne, the longest of any other. Long may he continue

so to be, for Canada has great reason to be proud of him !

Endowed with the highest order of talent, he has uniformly used them
in the most discreet and constitutional manner. His Excellency is no ordi

nary character
;
he possesses talent and accomplishments which have hither

to been considered impossible in the same individual. We have heard and

read of the wise, the prudent, the constitutional, and the consummate states

men or Governors, of the accomplished scholar, of the talented and power
ful orator, of individuals with the most courteous manners ;

but where shall

we find all these high and various excellencies combined in the same indi-
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vidual ? It may most truly and justly be said*, in our illustrious Governor.

He can with ease adapt his language, ideas and philanthropic feelings to

all occasions, to a social party, or to an international assembly ;
he can adapt

his language to a collection of children, at a temperance festival, and, with

the same ease and propriety, he can address the most learned and scientific

professors, on subjects of the most profound nature, in the highest literary
and scientific institutions of the Province. His Excellency, as an orator,

alike excites the feelings and approbation of Canadian and United States

audiences, and gains golden opinions from both
; but, above all these, the

prudent, skilful, wise, and constitutional Governor, are united in our justly

respected and much beloved Governor General, Lord Elgin. We repeat,

long, long, long may he continue to rule over us and Queen Victoria over

him!
One word more for Canada. In 1824, a Canadian M. P. P. thus wrote :

&quot;We have only to cast our eyes transiently over the map of North
America to be immediately assured of the singularly advantageous situation

of the settled parts of Upper Cauada. Seated like a gem in the bosom of
a country that is neither scorched by the sultry summers of the South, nor

blasted by the tardy, bitter, biting winters of the North
;
surrounded by the

most magnificent lakes, and possessing the most extensive internal naviga
tion in the known world, it would be difficult, perhaps impossible, to find in

any other region of the globe, a tract of country of the same magnitude
with so many natural advantages, as that part of Upper Canada which lies

between the Lakes Ontario, Erie, and Huron, and the Ottawas or Grand

River, nine-tenths of the whole extent of which are calculated for almost

every description of agricultural labour, with such a prospect of success as,

perhaps, no other part of this continent could realize. A part of this

tract of country, commencing in the neighborhood of Kingston, and run

ning westward nearly five hundred miles, to the Sandwich frontier, by a

depth northward of from forty to one hundred miles, is alone capable of

supplying all Europe with grain of every description ; besides, being rich

in cattle.

&quot; Much has been said at a distance, against the climate of this fine country .

Those, however, who have removed to it from Great Britain, are agreeably
disappointed in finding it most pleasant. It might be said with no great
impropriety that the present inhabitants of Canada have but two seasons,
summer and winter

;
for winter has no sooner disappeared, which generally

happens by the middle of April, than the whole animal and vegetable crea
tion starts into renewed life with a rapidity and vigor that leaves the
season of spring with such doubtful limits as to be scarcely perceptible, or

deserving a specific character
; again, in the fall of the year, the months of

Sept. and October are generally so fine and summer-like, and these being suc
ceeded by what is so aptly termed the Indian summer, in November, (that
month which is so gloomy in England, and said to be so fatal to English
men) that we should have great difficulty, were it not for an artificial calen

dar, in saying when it was autumn.&quot;

In 1852, an American* wrote thus:

*The Boston Poet, April, 1852
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&quot;

Ninety years ago, when all Boston, and Massachusetts, and the colonies,

and England, were full of bonfires and rejoicings on account of the acqui

sition of it from France, all Canada had but 60,000 population; now it

has 1,580,000 ! Or it is twenty-six times larger than it was in 1760. Can

this country say as much ? Our population then was about a milion and a

half, which multiplied by this ratio of increase would give us thirty-nine

millions, only twenty and a quarter of which we have got. Again take

another comparison. Our free population in 1806 was five millions; it is

now about twenty millions, or four times the number. Upper Canada in

1806, contained 70,000; it now has 791,000, or more than ten times the

population. The same order order of facts will be seen by looking at the

growth of some of her cities. Toronto in 1842 contained but 4,000 popu

lation; at this time it has 30,000. Now Boston, between 1840 and 1850,

increased 45 per cent.; while Toronto increased 95 percent. The solution

of all this is, that, of the vast tide of emigration that is flowing to this

country, Canada is now receiving more than its proportionate part ;
and it is

this that is peopling her cities, building her canals, clearing her forests, and

fast making her a power. Again : this population are rapidly surrounding

themselves with all the peace triumphs of the age. Plank roads are push

ing the old corduroys hard
;
the railways are already on their heels, while

the electric telegraph is high above them all. On the St. Lawrence in 1 809,

there was one steamboat; in 1813, two; in 1816, four; in 1849 there were

103, with a tonnage of over 1 6,000. We have not space to give full details

of the increase of commerce. The Welland Canal statistics will give an

idea of the extent of the trade. They show that within a few years its

population, industry, commerce, and progress, have been almost without a

parallel.&quot;

According to Graham s History of America, the first white child born in

Canada, was at Quebec in 1 621. The population of Upper Canada during

the fore part of the present century was differently estimatedby different in

dividuals, and from different data. None of the calculations made previous

to 1830 can be relied upon as being really correct. The following is the

most correct that we can find :

1800, 57,738, 1830, 221,567, 1848, 723,332,

1810, 73,492, 1835, 346,165, 1850, 791,420,

1820, 119,645, 1840, 437,441, 1852, 950,330.

1825, 158,027, 1842, 486,055,

The following are the counties, cities, towns, villages,
and townships, and

their size and population in 1850 and 1852 :

COUNTY OF OXFORD.
TOWNSHIPS. ACRES. POP. IN POP. IN

1850. 1852.

Zorra,East. .55,200 2,785 3,200

Do. West 56,400 3,009 3,302

Oxford, North 14,600 802 1,378

Do. East 32,200 2,715 2,21

158,400 9,311 10,090
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TOWNSHIPS. ACRES. POP. IN POP.IN

1850. 1852.

Brought forward 158,400 9,311 10,090
Oxford West 23,800 2,536 1,894

Dereham, 67,200 2,839 3,644

Norwich, 66,200 4,483 5,239
Blenheim, 66,400 4,323 4,995
Blandford, 29,200 1,203 1,356

Nissouri, East 46,400 1 ,689 2,1 1 8
Woodstock Village, 994 2,112

457,600 27,378 31,448

COUNTY OF GLENGARRY.
Charlottenburgh, 65,600 4,783 5,557

Kenyon, 66,600 3,569 3,842
Lochiel, 68,400 3,833 4,174
Lancaster, 57,200 3,735 *4,000
Indian Reserve, 30,280

288,080 15,920 17,573

COUNTY OF STORMONT.
finch, 51,600 1,223 1,450
Osnabruck, 62,800 4,266 4,700

Roxborough, 70,200 1,704 2,142
Cornwall,. 65,600 3,897 4,707
Town of Cornwall, 1,506 J ,692

250,200 12,596 14,691

COUNTY OF DUNDAS.
Matilda, 63,200 3,534 4,198
Mountain, 57,600 2,437 2,764
Williamsburgh, 62,800 3,698 4,284
Winchester, 57,600 2,070 2,565

241,200 11,739 13,811

COUNTY OF PRESCOTT.
Alfred, 45,400 41 1 584
Caledonia, 46,700 956 958
Hawkesbury, East 47,860 2,517 3,029

Do. West 40,940 2,644 2,665
Longueuil, 23,620 1,345 1,395
Plantagenet, North. 51,500 1,111 1,202

Do. South 49,600 503 643

305,620 9,487 10,476
*
Aisumed, no returns having been received.
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COUNTY OF RUSSELL.

TOWNSHIPS. ACRES. POP. IN POP. IN

1850. 1852.

Clarence,. 69,000 381 700

Cumberland, 72,200 915 1,631

Cambridge, 60,000 162

Russell, 41,200 389 503

242,400 1,847 3,034

COUNTY OF CARLETON.

Fitzroy, 62,400 2,557 2,807

Goulbourn, 66,200 2,426 2,525

Gower, North 34,320 1,743 1,775

Gloucester, 76,800 2,475

Huntlev, 62,600 2,127 2,519

March, 28,200 967 1,125

Marlborough, 64,000 1 ,480 2,05S

Nepean, 65,000 2,819 3,800

Osgoode, 91,200 2,733 3,050

Torbolton, 23,800 403 642

Richmond Village,
422

Town of Bytown, 6,616 7,71

574,520 26,768 31,395

COUNTY OF RENFREW.

Admaston, 78,000 661

Blithefield 30,750 121

Bagot, ... 70,000 670 734

Bromley, 48,900 640 687

Hortonf. 41,600 1,648 ,142

McNab, 66,600 1,653 1,51

Pembroke, 8,600

Ross,.... 63,900 675

Stafford, 21,650 241

Westmeath, .--70,000 963 1,152

490,000 7,492 7,735

COUNTY OF GRENVILLE.

Edwardsburg, 67,000 3,747

Wolford, . . . 1 49,200 2,884 3,259

Gower, South 21,080
863

Augusla, 74,000 4,296 6,154

Oxford, . 58,000 3 759 4,496

Prescott, Town, 2_
269,280 17,236 20,707
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COUNTY OF LANARK.

TOWNSHIPS. ACRES. POP. IN POP. IN

1850. 1852.

Packenham, 62,600 1,694 1,868

Levant, 55,800 78 98

Darling, 62,600 511 670

Montague,. 64,800 3,022 3,336

Elmsley, North 34,000 1,126 2,031

Burgess, North 39,200 957 1,110

Sherbrooke, North.. ...16,400 343 399
Do. South 44,000 454 487

Bathurst, 62,600 2,560 2,868

Drummond, 62,600 2,374 2,648

Beckwith, .62,600 2,056 2,540 -

Daihousie, 62,600 1,478 1,421

Lanark, 62,600 2,623 2,649

Ramsay, 62,600 3,223 3,256
Perth, Town, 1,581 1,916
Smith s Falls Village, 674
Carlton Place, 430

755,000 25,184 27,297

COUNTY OF LEEDS.

Crosby, North 50,200 1,282 1,785
Do. South 50,200 1,255 1,578

Burgess, South... 13,000? , 276

Bastard, 55,200$
6 1

3,448
Elmsley, South 26,000 1,388 1,442
Kitley, 50,400 3,369 3,525
Leeds, .48,000 &amp;gt; q9 3,292
Lansdowne, 59,000$

4 4
1,530

Escott, ...25,300 1,162 1,399

Yonge, 59,900 3,542 3,661

Elizabethtown, 78,200 4,873 5,208
Town of Brockville, 2,757 3,246

515,400 27,203 30,390

COUNTY OF PRINCE EDWARD.

Athol, 20,600 1,879 1,621

Ameliasburg, 38,800 2,881 3,286
Hillier, 30,000 2,595 2,962
Hallowell, 40,850 3,271 3,203

Marysburgh, 41,200 3,405 3,512
Sophiasburgh, 42,450 3,014 2,734
Picton, Town, 1,532 1,569

213,900 18,577 18,887
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COUNTY OF FRONTENAC.

TOWNSHIPS. ACRES. POP. IN

1850.

POP. m
1850.

Wolfe Island, 30,600 2,330 2,654
Garden Island, 65

Horse Shoe Island, 100

Mud Island, 120

Clarendon, 67,200

Barrie, 68,600
)&amp;gt;

g

Palmerston, 67,200 |
Kennebec, 68,600 p*

Olden, 67,200 o

Oro, 47,800J
Hinchinbroke, 73,500 236 364

Bedford,. 85,700 907 1,118

Portland,.. 57,000 1,728 2,388

Loughborough, .55,300 1,611 2,003

Storrington, 50,800 1,940 2,130

Pittsburg, 46,900 2,426 3,258
Howe Island, 8,460
Amherst Island, 16,500 1,213

Kingston, 63,800 4,523 5,235

875,440 16,914 19,150

COUNTY OF ADDINGTON.
Camden, 74,000 5,111 6,975

Earnesttown, 62,800 4,813 5,111

K^dar,
67,200

Anglesea, 67,200

Sheffield, 81,000 1,896 1,792
Amherst I. 1,287

352,200 11,820 15,165

COUNTY OF HASTINGS.

Lake, 68,200

Tudor, 68,200

Madoc, 68,200 &amp;gt; n91 }&amp;gt;
2,761

Elzevir, 68,200$
Grimsthorpe, 68,200

Marmora, 68,200 534 635

Rawdon, 67,400 2,345 3,097

Sidney, 70,200 3,380 4,574

Hungerford, 94,200 2,522 3,124

Huntingdon, 55,000 2,098 2,548

Thurlow, 59,000 3,237 4,469

Tyendenaga, 92,800 3,991 6,200

Belleville, Town, 3,326 4,569

847,800 23,454 31,977
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COUNTY OF LENNOX.

TOWNSHIPS. ACRES. POP. IN POP. IN

1850. 1852-

Adolphustown, 10,800 690 718

Fredericksburgh, ? o i
-rk AJJ-.L- i f 4b,000 2,49o 3,looDo. Additional

$

Richmond,.. 51,200 3,224 4,071

City of Kingston, 10,097 11,585

108,000 16,509 19,540

COUNTY OF NORTHUMBERLAND.
Murray, 86,200 5,002 3,725
Cramahe, 68,600 4,389 2,993
Haldimand, 77,000 4,177 4,634
Hamilton, 68,000 4,502 5,008

Seymour, 74,000 2,117 2,781

Percy, 55,000 2,162 2^605
Alnwick, 20,000 518 614

Monaghan, South. 18,700 942 1.051

Cobourg, Town, 3,374 3,871

467,500 27,183 29,282

COUNTY OF DURHAM.
Hope, 67,000 4,624 5,299
Clark, 72,000 5,469 6,190
Cavan, 64,400 4,198 4,438
Darlington, 73,400 7,289 8,005
Manvers, 70,000 2,030 2,568
Cartwright,* 49,800 1,558 1,756
Port Hope, Town, 2,082 2,476

396,600 27,250 30,732

COUNTY OF PETERBOROUGH.
Belmont, 70,000 &amp;gt;

Methuen, 72,000 $

Burleigh, 74,400 46 ?

Dummer, 73,000 1,148 $
1&amp;gt;b

Harvey, .107,200 150 i

Smith, 61,200 2,076 $
^ 6^A

Douro, 41,000 1,371 1,676
Monaghan, North 15,300 675 905
Asphodel, 39,600 1,511 1,678
Ennismore, 19,600 523 675
Otonabee, 70,000 3,289 3,872
Peterborough Line, 1,800 2,191

643,300 12,589 15,237M^MM

&quot;Part of Cartwright is attached to the new Township of ScugDg.
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COUNTY OF VICTORIA.

TOWNSHIPS. ACRES. POP. IN

1850.

POP. IN

1852.

Mariposa, 72,800 2,863 3,895

Ops -- 60,000 2,233 2,512

Emily, 64,000 2,461 2,763

Eldo,i, 66,800 1,189 1,320

Fenelon, ..68,600 433 590

Bexley, 26,600 64 6

Verulam, 62,000 &amp;gt;

6QQ
571

Soramerville, 57,400 $

478,200 9,743 11,657

COUNTY OF SIMCOE.

Orillia, 74,200 546 718

Matchedash, 47,400 7 7

Tay 50,400 274 600

Medonte, 66,800 993 1,116

Oro 74,600 1,759 2,027

Vespra, 66,400 1,254 1,626

Flos ...64,400 405 545

Tiny 81,000 683 748

Sunnidale, 55,200 154 203

Nottawasajra, 100,000 1,411 1,887

Guillimbury, West .33,600 3,816 3,894

Essa, 68,000 1,223 1,507

Tecumseth, 67,200 3,612 3,998

Adiala, 46,200 1,754 1,994

Tosoronto, .44,800 436 492

Mulmur, ....70,400 644 766

Mono, 70,400 2,276 2,689

Innisfil, - 69,0:. . 1,887 2,341

1,150,000 23,134 27,158

COUNTY OF YORK.

Etobicoke, ....28,000 2,914 3,410

Vaughan, 68,000 6,255 7,708

Markham, 69,500 6,868 6,952

Scarborough, 45,000 3,821 4,237

York, .61,000 8,872 10,035

King, . 78,400 5,574 6,454

Gwillimsbury, North 1,093
Do. East 3,207

Whitchurch, 4,604

City of Toronto, 25,166 30,763

349,900 69,470 78,463
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TOWNSHIPS.

COUNTY OF PEEL.

ACRES. POP. IN

1850.

Albion, 56,200 3,957

Caledon, 69,000 2,744

Chinguacousy, 81,600 5,489

Toronto, 67,200 6,203
Toronto (Gore), 19,200 1,602

293,200 19,995

COUNTY OF ONTARIO.

Georgina, 41,000 947

Scott, 49,400 792

Whitby , 69,000 6,900

Pickering, 73,200 6,385

Uxbridge, 51,800 1,680

Reach, 65,800 2,492
Brock, 67,200 3,174

Thorah, 39,400 1,062

Mara, 64,200 ?

Rama, 12,800 $

Scugog,* 10,800
Oshawa, Town, 1,106

454,600 25,512

COUNTY OF BRANT.
Brantford, 78,400 6,174

Onondago, 22,282 1 ,677

Tuscarora, 40,322 1,31 1

Oakland, 10,800 721

Dumfries, South 47,000 3,708
Burford, 67,200 3,536
Brantford, Town, 2,563
Paris, Village, 1 ,864

266,004 21,554

COUNTY OF WATERLOO.
Dumfries, Northf 47,000 3,708
Waterloo, 94,400 7,759

Wilmot, 62,000 4,863
Woolwich, 58,000 3,501

Wellesley, 66,863 3,396
Gait Village, 1,720

328,263 24,947

POP. IN

fc
l852,

4,281

3,707

7,469

7,539

1,820

24,816

1,005

1,028

7,996

6,737

2,289

3,897

3,518

1,146

1,403

415

1,142

30,576

6,410

1,858

1,821
840

4,297
4,433

3,877

1,890

25,426

3,476

7,698

5,297

3,092

3,546

2,248

25,357
*This Township is to include parts of Reach and Cartwright.
t (Dumfries North) having been divided, we take one -half the population as the number, Gait, i*

North Dumfries.

C.
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COUNTY OF HALTON.
TOWNSHIPS. ACRES. POP. IN POP. IN

1850. 1852.

Esquesing, 70,400 5,731 5,225

Trafalgar, . . 69,000 5,467 6.782

Nassagawega, 44,600 1,868 2,237

Nelson, 48,000 3,792 4,078

232,000 16,858 18,322

COUNTY OF WELLINGTON.

Erin, ....70,400 3,035 3,590

Puslinch, 59,800 3,361 3,862

Guelph, 42,000 4,399 2,879

Nichol, 28,000 2,098 2,450

Garrafraxa, 94,000 1,661 2,083

Eramosa, 44,600 2,150 2,350

Peel, 74,890 1,966 2,455

Maryborough, 56,771 586 994

Minto, 74,000 150)
Arthur, 65,943 1,449V 1,803

Luther, 90,000 150^
Amaranth, 63,200 335 500

Pilkington,t 28,000 1,990

791,604 21,340 24,956

COUNTY OF GREY.

Derby, 37,878 787 471

Sydenham, 78,569 1,478 2,432
St. Vincent, 65,000 1,246 1,601

Sullivan, 73,791 436 538

Holland, 77,347 683 954

Euphrasia, 72,000 474 603

Collingwood, 68,200 365 545

Bentinck, 76,662 924 1,272

Glenelg, 68,969 622 1,250

Artemesia, 70,000 60 733

Osprey, 70,677 55 486

Normanby, 69,120 400 539

Egremont, 76,292 594 665

Proton, 76,800 &amp;gt; 450
Melancthon, 76,800 200

$

Peninsula and Islands, 428,800

1,486,905 8,324 12,539
*

MpMHM

l(Pilkington) a new Township, being part of Woolwich.
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COUNTY OF BRUCE.
TOWNSHIPS. ACRES. POP. IN POP. IN

1850. 1852.

58,201 114 236
KinloBS, 44,583 47
Culross, 58,095
Carrick, .59,525
Kincardine, .60,556 262 1149
Greenock, 58,686 244
Brant, 70,900 621
Bruce, 67,176 100
Saugeen, 46,434 277
Eldersley, 55,775 14
Arran, 54,833 149

634,764 376 2,837

COUNTY OF KENT.
Camden, .............. .26,800 &amp;gt;

Zone, ...................... 29,000$
274 1,434

grford,
.................... 53,000 1,295 1,566

Howard, ................. ...58,600 2,465 2,798
Chatham, ................... 67,800 1,304 1,768
Harwich, ................... 88,400 1,902 2,627
Dover East ? &amp;gt;

Do West .............. 81,000 1,598 1,723

i

-&quot;-- ........... 72 4 ! 884 2,460
Tilbury, East................ 52,600 657 )

,

D - West ............. .49,600 515? 1,023
Romney, ................... 27,400 173

)

606,600 12,067 15,399

COUNTY OF PERTH.
Blanchard, .................. 49,259 2,562 2,780
Robert, .................... 41,476 852 1191
Fullarton, ................... 41,057 1,400 i 750
Dowme, &amp;gt;

,
&amp;gt;

Gore of Downie, $
......... 40,995 2,395 2,727

n ..................... 17,500 603 698
Elhoe, .. ....17,500 1,319 1,328
Easthope, North ............. 43,691 2 080 2341

Do. South.. ........... 24,683 i,450 1,797
Elma, ...................... 66,070)
Wallace, ................... 53,773 C No Returns.
Mornmgton, ................ 50,724 ^ &quot;933

446,728 ] 2,661 15,545
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699,826 8,620 10,811

COUNTY OF NORFOLK.

Houghton 38,800

Middleton, 45,400

Charlotteville, 56,600

Windham, 66,400

Townsend 66,400

Woodhouse, 34,200

Long Point ? not sur- ?

Ryerson s Island ... $ veyed, $

Walsingham 75,400

Town of Simcoe,

383,200 17,869

1,509

1,721

2,780

2,900
4,934

2,894

3,090

1,452
MM^HBWHM^^^

21,280

COUNTY OF ESSEX.

Mersea ,
59,400

Gosfield, 59,60i

Colchester, 63,600

Rochester 35,200

Maidstone, 47,400

Maiden, 22,000

Anderdon, 23,50

Sandwich, 73,000

1,014 1,193

1,150 1,802

2,248 1,870
619 788
761 1,167

1,552 1,315
774 1,199

4,174 4,928

Tilbury, West 675

383,700 12,292 14,937
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228,000 16,473 19,050
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195,700 21,807 23,868
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COUNTY OF WENTWORTH,
TOWNSHIPS. ACRES.

Beverly 70,200
Plamboro East 33,800

Do. West 31,200
Ancaster 44,000
Glandford 23,000
Binbrook 28,000
Saltfleet 28.000

Barton 14,800
Dundas Town
City of Hamilton

273,000

POP. IN

1850.

4,983

2,419
5,224

4,082

2,563

1,496

2,710

1,536

2,311

10,312

37,636

POP. m
1852.

5,620

2,903

3,533

4,653
2,008

1,737

2,801
1,735

3,517
14,199

42,706

AGRICULTURAL ABSTRACT.
UPPER CANADA.

Lands, Produce, Live Stock, and
Domestic Manufacture.

No. of Persona occupying
Lands

No. Acres held by the above
Under cultivation . acres

Crops in 1851
Pasture
Gardens and Orchards
Wild or under wood
Under wheat .

Barley
Rye
Peas
Oats
Buckwheat
Maize -

Potatoes

Turnips
Other crops, fallow and idle

Wheat, produce in bushels

Barley
Rye
Peas
Oats
Buckwheat
Maize
Potatoes

a
ft

tt

ti

tt

tt

tt

tt

tt

tt

it

No.

99,860
9,823,233

3,697,724
2,274,587
1,367,649

55,489
6,125,509
782,115
29,916
38,968

192,109
421,684
44,265
70,571
77,672
17,135

600,151
12,692,852

625,875
479,651

2,873,394
11,193,844

639,384
1,606,513

4,987,475

Lands, Produce, Live Stock, and
Domestic Manufacture.

Turnips, produce in bushels
Clover and Grass Seeds &quot;

Carrots

Mangel Wurzel
Beans

Hops
Hay
Flax or Hemp
Tobacco
Wool

Maple Sugar
Cider
Fulled Cloth
Linen
Flannel

Bulls, Oxen, aud Steers .

Milch Cows
Calves and Heifers

Horses

Sheep ....
Pigs ....
Butter . . Ibs

Cheeee . .
&quot;

Beef . . barrels
Pork
Fish

tt

tt

tt

Ibs

tons

Ibs

galls

yards
u
tt

tt

tt

No.

3,644,942

42,460
174,895
54,226
18,109

113,064
681.682

60,650
764,476

2,699,764
3,581,505
701,612
527,466
14,955

1,169,301
193,982
296,924
254,988
203,300
968,022
569,237

15,976,315
2,226,776
817,746
528,129
47,589
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*
By fha official return, Co. York, in 1850, had 10,369 inhabitants, and in 1852. 48,911.



COUNTY OF OXFORD ITS TERRITORIAL FORMATION.

THE County of Oxford, since its first formation, has undergone several altera

tions, a necessary or rather unavoidable inconvenience attending all new
countries. The first territorial division of Canada was made under the au

thority of a British Act of Parliament, by proclamation, dated October,

1763, by which no division was made farther than that such and such an

extent of territory shall form the Province of Quebec.
What may be termed the first territorial division of Canada West, was

by proclamation, issued under the authority of a British Act of Parliament,

by Lord Dorchester, the Governor General of Canada, (called then the

Province of Quebec,) July 24th, 1788, by which proclamation it was di

vided into four districts, namely: the districts of Lunenburgh, Macklin-

burgh, Nassau, Hesse. By the Provincial Act. 32nd Geo. Ill, chapter 8,

(1792) these four districts are continued, but their names altered to Eastern,

Midland, Home, and Western districts, in which division, the territory of

which is now the County of Oxford, was included in the Western district,

and was described in the said proclamation as follows : (It first described

the Western boundary of the Nassau district,
&quot; as far westerly as to a north

and south line, intersecting the extreme projection of Long Point into the

Lake Erie, on the northerly side of the said
Lake.&quot;)

&quot; Shall comprehend
all the residue of our said Province in the western or inland parts thereof,

of the entire breadth thereof, from the southerly to the northerly boundary
of the same.&quot; The Western district was thus described in 1796, by Sur

veyor General Smith,
&quot; It is bounded southerly by Lake Erie; easterly by

a meridian passing through the eastern extremity of Long Point, and com

prehends all the lands north-westerly of these boundaries, not included

within the bounds of the Hudson Bay Company, or the territory of the

United States; the boundary which divided it from Louisana is not well

known, after reaching the sources of the
Mississippi.&quot;

The same Provincial

Act provides for the erection of a Goal and Court-House in each of these

four districts, and also describes the places where they shall be built. The
one for the Western (our) district, was required to be built at

&quot; The Town
of Detroit.&quot; By the Act 33rd Geo. Ill, chap. 6th, (1793) section 4, it is

enacted,
&quot; That the Court of General Sessions of the Peace, for the Western

District, shall commence and be holden in the Town of Detroit, on the

second Tuesday in the months of January, April, July, and October,&quot; and
the 5th section provides,

&quot; That a Court of Special Sessions of the Peace
shall be held yearly, and in every year, in the Town of Michilimackinac on
the second Tuesday in the month of

July.&quot;* By the Act 36 Geo. Ill,

*Until Jay s
Treaty&quot; of 1794, (not folly acted upon until 1796) the Ohio and the Mississippi form

ed a part of the boundary of Canada. By that Treaty the line was drawn to the middle of the Cana
dian Lakes.
We have shown in a former part of this work, that Detroit and Michilimackinac were surrendered,

nd delivered up to the Americans in 1796, pursuant the treaty of 1794. In the latter place the French
built a fort in 1673.

Surveyor General Smith described these towns as follows:
&quot;

Detroit ii in about 42 degrees 38 minutes of north latitude, and 81 degrees 40 minutes of w*t-

P.
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chapter 6, (1796) the place for holding the courts is altered to &quot;the Parish

of Assumption, in such place as may now be found most convenient by the ma
gistrates of the said Western district,&quot;

&quot; until it shall seem expedient to them
to remove the same nearer to the Island of Bois Blanc, beino- near the en-5

trance of the River Detroit.&quot;*

So much for district divisions. We will not go back to county divisions.

By the British Act 31st Geo. Ill, chap. 31, &quot;(1792,
the Act quoted in

every Provincial Act before the union, as the authority under which they were

passed,) the Governor had power to divide the Province by proclamation,
within two years, into as many Counties, &c., as he liked. In accordance

with such authority, the first Governor General, J. Graves Simcoe, on the

10th day of July, 1792, divided the Province of Upper Canada the

19 Counties before alluded to in which division, the Townships which
formed the County of Oxford were divided as follows, viz. : the Townships
of Burford, Oxford upon the Thames, (which is now East, West, and North

Oxford,) Norwich, and Dereham, were attached to the County of Norfolk
;

and the Townships of Blenheim and Blandford were attached to the County
of York, West Riding.

In the said proclamation, the County of Norfolk was described as fol

lows: On the north and east by the County of Lincoln and the River la

Tranche (Thames) ;
on the south by Lake Erie until it meets the Barbue,f

(to be called the Orwell river,) thence by a line running north 16 degrees;
west until it intersects the River la Tranch

;
thence up the said River until

it meets the north-west boundary of the county of York.

The next Riding of the County of York, to which the Townships of

Blenheim and Blandford were attached, was described as follows in the said

proclamation, viz. :
&quot; Bounded on the east by the westernmost line of a

tract of land belonging to the Mississaqua Indians, running north 45 de

grees west, to the River la Tranche, (Thames) on the south side of Lake

Geneva, (Burlington Bay) and a carrying-place leading through the Mo
hawk Village,^ to where it intersects the River la Tranche,^ thence up the

longitude. The French called it Fort Pontchartrain. It has accommodations for a regiment, and it

consists of three parts : the Town, the Citadel, and Fort Sonoult.&quot;

&quot; Michilimackinac is about 45 degrees, 48 minutes and 34 seconds of north latitude, and is called

by the Canadians, La Grose Isle ;
it is situated in the strait which joins the Lakes Huron and Michi

gan.&quot;

If any of our readers should think this a great distance to go to court, we would just remind them
that a few years previous to this date, prisoners used to be taken from Detroit to Quebec to be tried.

*The Parish of Assumption was a large portion of what is now the County of Essex. We can
find no tidings of any Court-House being erected in Bois Blanc. But we find in David W. Smith s

Gazetteer of 1799,
&quot; That there is a good Goal and Court-House&quot; in Sandwich,

&quot; situated a little be
low the fort of Detroit, on the east side of the river.&quot;

fThis River is now called Catfish Creek. A line as above described to the Thames would include
the Township of Dorchester, which Township, at that period, was described as tbe most westerly
Township in the County of Norfolk.

IThis village was thus described by Surveyor General Smith, six years after the proclamation :

&quot; It is the principal village of the Six Nations, situated on the River Ouse, (Grand} in a tract pur
chased from the Mississaqua Nation, for them, by his present Majesty, on account of their loyalty dur

ing the late rebellion, in which they lost their possessions on the Mohawk River. This is tbe resi

dence of their principal chief, Captain Brant. The village is beautifully situated, has a neat church
with a steeple, a school-house, and a Court-House. &quot;

About the same date, the Township of Blandford is described as &quot; the most westerly Townshfp in

the West Riding of the County of York ; lies to the north-west of Dnndas Street, opposite to Ox
ford, and is washed by the River la Tranche,- (Thames.) consequently this &quot;

intersection,&quot; must be
tt the &quot; River Bridge,&quot; situated at the extreme western limit of the Town of Woodstock.
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said River to tlie north-westernmost boundary of a tract of land belonging
to the Mississaqua Indians.&quot;

By the Act 38 Geprg^ .HI, chapter 5th,* (1798) it is enacted &quot;That the

triano-ular tract of land, cnl! -d Townscud 6We.be added to and becomeO 7

a part of the Towpsbip of Burford.&quot;

And &quot; That the Townships of Burford, Norwich, Dereham, Oxford upon
the Thames, Bla.iuio. -J, and Blenheim, do constitute and form the County
of Oxford.&quot;

And &quot; That the Counties of Norfolk, Oxford, and Middlesex, with as

much of this Province as lies to the westward of the Home District and the

district of Niagara, to the southward of Lake Huron, and between them and
a line drawn due north from a fixed boundary (where the easternmost limit

of Oxford intersects the River Thames,) till it arrives at Lake Huron, do
constitute and form the London District.&quot;

By the Act 2d George IV, chap. 3, (1821) it is enacted &quot;That the Gore

of land attached io the Township of Burford, be formed into a separate and
distinct Township, by the name of the Township of Oakland, and the

Townships of Nissouri and Zorra be added to the County of Oxford.&quot;

And &quot; That the gore of land on the east side of the Township of Nor

wich, be attached to and become a part of that
Township.&quot;

From 1800 to 1803, the Courts were held in the house of Mr. James

Munro, in the Township of Charlotteville. In the latter year, they were
moved to the house of Mr. Job Lodor, innkeeper, situated at Turkey Point, f

he having furnished increased accommodations, and were continued to be
holded there until a log Goal and a two-story framed Court-House were
erected near the same place, at the expense of the district, by Mr. Job Lo
dor, the contractor. In this Court-House, the Courts were held in the

first story, and the second was divided oftj with rough boards, for jury

rooms.;}&quot;.

The Courts continued to be held at this House until it became necessary
to appropriate the building for the use of the troops, during the War of

1812, 13 and 14.

In accordance with 55th Geo. Ill, chap. 9, (1815) the Courts were re

moved from Turkey Point to the Village of Vittoria, and holden first at

the house of Mr. Thomas Finch, and then at Mr. Mathias Steel s, until the

brick Court-House Avas completed at Vittoria, which was in about 1822. Ac
cording to &quot; Smith s Canada,&quot; the cost of this Court-House was 9,000.
We find by the 55 Geo. Ill, chap. 8th, that 2,000 was apportioned for

that purpose. This Court-House was accidentally burned down, November,
1825. After its destruction, two or three Courts were held at some private
house m Victoria. Two or three Courts were then held at St. Thomas,
until a temporary Court-House was built in the Town of London. They

*The royal aasent to this Act was promulgated by proclamation, January 1st, 1800.

tAn original Government reservation selected by Governor Simcoe, for a town and garrison, and
where a Town had been laid out by order of the Government,

JThe names of the judges who attended these Courts were Powell and Allcock. They always came
by water and were often several days behind the time in consequence of (he weather.
James Bostwick was Sheriff, and Job Lodor, (Joaler. The first person hung was a negro, (In 1813,)

for burning a store situated at Culver s place, Woodhouse, about two miles south of the present Town
of Simcoe.
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were then held in such temporary building until the present Court-House
in London was erected, under the authority of 7 Geo. Ill, chap. 14, (1826)

By the Act 7th William IV, chap. 30, (1837) it is enacted &quot; That so

soon as it shall be ascertained that a good and sufficient Gaol and Court-

House shall have been erected in the Town of Woodstock, for the security of

the prisoners and the accommodation of the Courts, it shall be lawful for

the Governor General to declare, by proclamation, the Townships of Zorra,

Nissouri, Blandford, Blenheim, Oxfords, (3) Burford, Oakland, Norwich, and

Dereham, and the Town of Woodstock, a separate and distinct district, by
the name of the District of Brock.&quot;

Such proclamation was issued November 30th, 1839, and the first Court
for the district held in the Town of Woodstock, in April, 1840.

By the Act 8th Victoria, chap. 7, (1845) it is enacted, &quot;That the Town&quot;

ships of Blandford, Blenheim, Burford, Dereham, Nissouri, North Oxford.

East Oxford, West Oxford, Oakland, Norwich, East Zorra, and West Zorra,
shall form the County of Oxford.&quot;

And that &quot; East Zorra shall consist and include of so much of the pre
sent Township of Zorra as lies eastward of the line dividing the 8th Con
cession from the 9th.

And that &quot; West Zorra shall include and consist of that part of the pre
sent Township of Zorra lying westward of the line last mentioned.&quot;

By the Act 12th Victoria, chap. 78, (1849) &quot;Districts&quot; were abolished

and &quot;

Counties&quot; substituted therefor to take effect from and after the 1st

day of January, 1850.

By the Act 14 and 15 Victoria, chap. 5, (1851) it is enacted that the

following shall form and constitute the County of Oxford, viz. : the Town

ships of East Zorra, West Zorra, North Oxford, East Oxford, West Oxford,

Dereham, Blenheim, Blandford, Norwich, and Nissouri East, and the Town
of Woodstock.

East Nissouri shall consist of that part of the present Township of Nis-

sonri which lies eastward of the line dividing the 7th Concession thereof

from the 8th.

That part of North Dorchester, lying north of the River Thames, and

east of the middle of the road allowance between Lot number 18 and 19,

shall be detached from the said Township, and annexed to and form part
of North Oxford.

In accordance with the provisions of 58th section of the 81st chap., 12

Victoria, a portion of the Townships of West and North Oxford, was

erected into a separate municipality, by the name of the Village of Inger-

soll, to take force and effect from and after the 1st day of January, 1852.
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The County of Oxford is, therefore, now composed of the following mu

nicipalities :

Town of Woodstock, 2,112

Village of Ingersoll, 1,1 90

TOWNSHIPS. POP. TOWNSHIPS. POP.

Norwich, 5,239 West Oxford, 1,894

Blenheim, 4,995 East do 2,210

WestZorra, 3,302 North do 1,378

East do 3,200 East Nissouri, . _ 2,118

Dereham, 3,644 Biandford, 1 1,356
Whole population, 32,638

There is a history of the County of Oxford, and a most interesting one,

in the memories of a few individuals residing in this and some of the adjoin

ing Counties. To have collected from them the materials for such a history,

would have delighted us beyond measure, had our time been at our own

disposal, and our means more abundant, as it is, we must content ourselves

by merely expressing our extreme regret, in not having it in our own power
to surmount either of the obstacles, and esprcially so, as several of the indi

viduals alluded to have already numbered &quot; their three score years and ten.&quot;

In the absence af such a history of the county, we will give a very brief

account of the first settler in it the late Thomas Horner, Esq., M. P. P.

The late Thomas Horner, the first white settler in the County of Oxford,

and for many years its representative, was bom March 17, 1767, at Borden-

town, New Jersey, then a colony of Great Britain; was married in 1801, by
Col. James Ingersoll, J. P.,* and died in Burford,August 4th, 1834, of cholera.

His uncle, Thomas Watson, Esquire, had, during the revolutionary war in

the United States, rendered Colonel Simcoe,f some essential service, after

he had been taken prisoner by the Americans, this service was not

forgotten by him when he was appointed Governor of Upper Canada [1792 ;]

for soon after his arrival he wrote to Mr. Watson, and not only most pres-

singly urged him to come himself, but &quot;to bring all his friends and relations

with him, and promised them a whole township.]; The Governor being not

only anxious to reward him for past services, but equally anxious to get. the

Province settled by individuals from the United States, Mr. Watson, relying
on a Governor s promise, sent his son, Thomas Watson, to the County of

Oxford, in company with his cousin, the late Thomas Horner, in the year

1793, before even a surveyor s chain had jingled in its woods; and probably

they were the first white persons who ever trod its soil.

To accommodate them, the Governor had ordered that the three first

concessions of the Township of Blenheim should be at once surveyed.

Surveyor Jones and his Indian party arrived while they were there, to sur

vey out those concessions, and they waited while that was done and selected

a site for a mill, and returned, Mr. Watson with the intention of not com-

* The father of our much respected townsman, JAMES INOKRSOLL, Esq., the Registrar of the County,

t Afterwards the Governor of Upper Canada the first one.

J A very usual, and not ranch of a gilt in those days.

It may appear rather ridiculous to some of our readers, the even thinking about erecting a mill In

uch a place at such a time
;

but it wai the wih of Governor Simcoe, that one should b erfted, to

encourage future settlers, and one of the conditions to entitle them to the township.
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ing back, and Mr. Horner intending- doing so. At the time of this, their

lii st visit, the nearest white settlor east was where Brantford now stands, and
the nearest one west where Chatham now stands.

Mr. Horner resided in Newark, [Niagara,] the whole of 17
,
and then

moved to the town of Detroit,* and remained there until that town was

formally given up by the British Government, then in possession, to the

American General, Wayne, in 1796. Mr. Horner then proceeded to the

town [now city] of Albany, N. Y., to purchase the materials and engage the

mechanics to^rect his saw-mill the first erected in the county of Oxford. He
it

packed his Goods in two small roughly-made boats, which he launched on
the river Hudson, near Albany, proceeded up the Hudson to the river

Mohawk, and up said river about 100 miles; then carried their Goods and
boats across the Norvel Creek, thence down the Norvel Creek to Lake One-

ida, across the Lake to the Oswego river
;
thence into Lake Ontario, along

the Southern coast of that Lake to the Burlington Bay beach; drew their

boats through a small outlet of the Bay, and then proceeded across the Bay
and landed, all safe, near where Sir Allan McNab s Castle now stands. The

boats| were then made fast for future use, and the goods drawn by oxen, on

roughly-made sledges, to their destination, in Blenheim. The mill was got

up and in working order in the latter part of 1795. It had not been run

at all before the dam broke away, and from the scarcity of hands it could

not be rebuilt till 1 7 9 7, in which year the first plank was sawed. The house

the old &quot;homestead&quot;- -now occupied by Henry Horner, Esq., J. P.. is built

of boards sawed at this mill. Mr. Horner erected a grist mill also, the first

erected in the County. This was accidentally burned down, in 1809, and
never rebuilt. The place where these mills were erected, is now the present
saw-mill of Mr. Lie! Matin, near the Governor s road, just west of Princeton.

When these mills were erected, Mr. Horner was in a position to claim the

Township of Blenheim, he having, at very great loss, faithfully performed his

part of the contracts, in fact, he was in actual possession of the Township,
as possessions were given in those days ;

but Governor Simcoe s successor

would not acknowledge his claim, and he was most completely and

shamefully, with very many others, &quot;chisselled&quot; out of his Township,
because it had become saleable at some trifling price, through his means

and

All the &quot; old residenters
&quot; with whom we have conversed on the subject,

complain most bitterly of their usage by the several Governors, occasioned,

they unanimously say, by the advice given them by the few persons by whom

they were always surrounded. Mr. Horner being a person of education

and great intelligence and influence, it was not all likely that he would be

allowed to receive any favors or smiles from the Governor. To illustrate

* Now the city of Detroit, which was at this time in the possession of the British, but was to be

given up in accordance with the treaty of 1783, in a reasonable time, but was retained on the ground
of infraction of the treaty on the part of the United States. By &quot;Jay

s
treaty,&quot;

it was to be, and was

formally, jjiven up in 171)6.

t There was no road cut at this period, from where Hamill on now stands to Niagara ; and the usual

mode of travelling to Newark, the seat of Government, and to York, wlun the Government was remo
ved to that place, was with a boat along the lake shore, and these boats were often loaned to neighbors

by Mr. Horner, for that purpose
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this we will let one circumstance suffice. On the 22nd day of March, 1798,

Mr. Homer was appointed captain of the Norfolk* militia, and on the 16th

day of June, 1806, he was appointed Deputy-Lieut, of the County of Oxford
;

yet in the commencement of the war of 1 81 2 he was represented to Gen. Brock

as a person not to be trusted, not very loyal, and Ensign H. Bostwick, of an ad

joining County, (Norfolk) was appointed Lieut.-colonel over the Oxford mi

litia, and he left unemployed. Mr. Homer s principal reason for leaving
the United States, was his great attachment to the British crown, and like a

true British loyalist, he watched his opportunity, not to revenge himself on

any of the very Up loyal by whom General Brock was surrounded, for the

indignity shewn him, but to render his country any assistance in any way
in any capacity. With a &quot; will

&quot;

so good a &quot;

way
&quot; was soon found. Seve

ral unsuccessful attempts had been made by different parties to get the

Grand River Indians to join the expedition then being formed by General

Brock to attack Detroit. Col. Norton, the Indian agent, could only muster

9 men. Mr. Horner, knowing his own influence with the Indians, eagerly

caught at this opportunity, immediately proceeded to the Grand River, col

lected 75 Indian warriors and inarched to the scene of action, notwithstand

ing the American General, Hall, had issued his proclamation refusing to

give quarter to any white man found fighting beside an Indian. Even
under these circumstances he was not recovered only when there was thought
to be something to do. After remaining on the enemy s frontier for two or

three weeks, he was dismissed and sent home, or rather toward home, for] le

and his men had only proceeded as far as Pike s Creek, on Lake St. Clair,

when he was summoned back in great haste by General Proctor, Wm. Jones,

Esq., being the bearer of the order. This summons was instantly obeyed,
and. he and his men returned to the frontier and remained there until dis-

charehed a second time. The whole expense of this expedition was paid
for out of his ownpocket, nor was he ever paid one penny of it back.

Again in the following winter, when General Winchester was advancing
against Detroit to re-take it, Mr. Horner shouldered his musket, took his

place in the ranks as a private, and so remained until duly discharged. A
question very naturally arises here : where can we find any such displays
of real loyalty by any of his lip-loyal detainers who surrounded the Gov
ernor ?

Mr. Horner was the first member for the County of Oxford when
it became entitled to a member by itself, which was in 1820, and continued
to be the member, or one of the members, with the exception of two years,
till the time of his death, by cholera, August 4, 1834. In the old journals
of the House of Assembly, we find the name of Mr. Horner often as chair

man in the House, and to committees. He was evidently a working mem
ber.

In connection with his parliamentary conduct, one little incident, we
think, ought to be mentioned. Just before the passage of the &quot;Alien

Act,&quot;

which caused such intense excitement throughout the Province at the

time, Mr. Horner called a meeting of his constituents, and addressed them
as follows :

&quot;

Gentlemen, I wish to know how you desire me to vote on

This was before the County of Oxford was detached from Norfolk and formed into a separate
county,



82 COUNTY OF OXFORD ITS TERRITORIAL FORMATION.

this bill, and I will vote just as I am instructed by you ;
but mind, if you

say I shall support the bill, I will do so, because there is not time for you
to elect another member before the vote is taken should I resign, but IneverO
will come to the County of Oxford again. I shall give my vote as you
direct, leave the House, and the country, send for my family, and never re

turn
again.&quot;

He was directed to oppose the bill.

The two beautiful poplar trees trees, so much admired, in front of the

&quot;old homestead,&quot; near the Governor s road, in the Township of Burford,
were brought by Mr. Horner from Fort Erie, in 1808, in the shape of a

riding-whip. On arriving at home, (Blenheim) he broke his riding-whip
into three or four pieces and stuck each piece in the ground, and three of

them lived. On his removal, in August, 1811, two of them were trans

planted to the place they now occupy, to out-live their transplanter.

By the Act 33 Geo. Ill, chapter 5, (1793) magistrates were allowed to

marry any person residing over 18 miles from a Church of England min

ister, and they were required to post up in some public place, the following
notice: &quot;Whereas, A. B. and C. D. are desirous of intermarrying with

each other, and there being no parson of the Church of England living
within 18 miles of them; all persons who know of any just impediment
why they should not be joined in matrimony, are to give notice

thereof to E. F., Esquire, of
,
one of her Majesty s Justices of the

Peace for the district.&quot; The Justices were also required to use the

same ceremony as is used in the Church of England, but there is no fine

imposed by the act for the non-compliance with these requirements, and a

portion of them at least appear to have been very seldom complied with by
any of the Justices. The only enquiry formally made by the Justices, was
whether they were 18 miles from where a minister of the Church of Eng
land resided.

Mr. Horner on one occasion, when a number of miles from home, was

applied to by a person* to marry him instanter. Mr. Horner calculated the

number of lots there were between them and the &quot; residence of the parson
of the Church of England,&quot;

and calculated the distance to be only 15^-

miles. The bridegroom at once proposed that they should proceed in the

woods a distance of 2
J- miles in a direction opposite from the parson s resi

dence, which was at once assented to by all parties, and the bride, bride

groom, Justice, and friends, proceeded in the woods until they had got the

required 18 miles distance from the parson s residence. The bride and

bridegroom hopped upon a log, and in a minute afterwards jumped there

from man and wife.

The first person married by Mr. Horner were the father and mother of

the lady of John Carroll, Esq., land agent, of the County of Oxford, which

was in 1801. We have not been informed of the number married by him,
but the number married by the late Peter Teeple,f Esq., was between 4 and

500, a list of which we have seen.

* This person now holds a Government County office in one of the Counties of Canada West.

*Thi gentleman, father to Mr. Pelim Teeple of Woodstock, was appointed J. P. with Mr. Horner.
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The following table will show a portion of the

&quot;RUIN AND DECAY&quot;

of the County of Oxford, which table comprises only the territory of the

County as it now exists :

COUNTY OF OXFORD-ITS CENSUS,

AN ABSTRACT
OF THE CENSUS OF THE COUNTY OF OXFORD, FOR 1852, TAKEN UNDER

THE AUTHORITY OF THE PROVINCIAL ACT, 14th & 15th

VICTORIA, CHAPTER 49.

THOMAS S. SHENSTON,
CENSUS COMMISSIONER.

E NUME R ATORS :

Woodstock, Rev. W. H. Landon, Blenheim, Jeremiah Cowan,
Ingersoll, Derius Dotty, Blandford, Michael Oberholt,
East Oxford, Rev. Edw d Topping, Dereham, No. 1. C. E. Chadwick,
West &quot; Derius Dotty, 2. C. G. Cody,
North &quot; James Irvin, Norwich, No. 1. .Charles Wickham,
East Nissouri, F. F. Cogswell, 2. David Butterfield,

EastZorra, No.l, Rev.W.C. Beardsoll, West Zorra, No. 1. Alex. Wood,
&quot;

2, John Hatch, 2. Ervan McCall.

Census taken between Monday the 12th day of January and 15th day
of February.

* Assessed value under the new act.
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THE COUNTY OF OXFORD-ITS LANDS-

According to the official return, the County of Oxford, as now constituted,

contains 457,600 acres, exclusive of roads, which occupy about 10,500
acres more. It is quite evident that the official returns are made up of what
each County ought to contain, rather than what it really does. The return

made by the Assessors for the present year shows 476,201 acres, which is

rather below the real quantity, being 19,601 acres more than the official re

turn. This discrepancy we account for in the following manner. In conse

quence of the hasty and unprofessional manner in which the Townships of-

tliis County were surveyed, the lots in some entire concessions &quot;overun&quot;

their intended compliment from 10 to 60 Acres, while others run short, but

not the same extent. But the Government knows nothing officially of these

errors, and the wants &quot;more or less&quot; in all the deeds issued by the Govern

ment is made to cover all such errors.

The land of the County is neither too flat nor too hilly, but beautifully

rolling, and although it is an inland County with neither ports nor harbours,
it issplendidlyand abundantly supplied with mill streams,iivers and creeks (as
can partly be seen on the map, each stream of consequence having been

traced by the enumerators on the spot,) and where there may not be living

running streams, as convenient as wished for, for domestic purposes, a most

abundant supply can most readily be obtained in any place, by digging for

it, and that of the very best quality. The whole county in every respect,

is remarkably well abapted for Cultivation and Agricultural purposes.

Acting Surveyor General, W. Chewett, Esq., in 1830, sent a return to

Parliament of the quantities of lands in the Province, then Survey d, accom

panied with &quot;

Remarks&quot; in which return the remarks made with respect to

our County was:
&quot; THE MOST VALUABLE LAND IN THE WHOLE PROVINCE.&quot;

By the foregoing it will be seen that there are 394,362 acres now

occupied, which deducted from the official return of the number of acres

comprising the county of Oxford (457,600 acres) would leave only 60,238
acres unoccupied, and from the return made by the assessors (476,201

acres) 78,839 acres, being about l-6th of the entire County, or about the

same size as the Townships of East Zorra and North Oxford.

The Township of Dereham is the largest one containing 67,200, acres.

And Blenheim has the greatest quantity of acres occupied 59,417.-

North Oxford is the smallest Township containing only 19,587 acres.
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No correct return of the non-resident lands were made, previous to the last

t\\o jiss&amp;lt; ssi iicnts, taken under the authority of the 13 and 14 Victoria Chap.
57. The returns for those years are. For 1851, 87,495 acres \aluedat

111,580, being an average of 1. 5s. 5^:1., per acre, and for 1852, 91,539
ae ITS valued at 96,071 5s. 6d., being an average of 1. 3s. 7d. The

largest quantity of non-resident lands is in the Township of Dereham

14,562 acres, and the smallest quantity in the Township of West Oxford-

2130.

Bvthe foregoing statement it shows that 5,956 acres were &quot;taken
up&quot;

in
^5 *^

the County last year, being about the one tenth part of what there is yet

unoccupied in the entire County (60,238 acres.)

The quantity of none resident lands is about the one sixth of the County

In 1820 there were 39,822 acres of occupied lands; if we deduct this

from the whole number of acres (476,201 acres) of which the County is

composed, A\oiild give 436,379 acres as the unoccupied land in that year.

From these statements it can be at once seen with what rapidity the lands

in our noble County have become settled.

No return of the value of cultivated land has been made since 1848. In

which year, the average price in the Province was 3. 10s lOd. per acre,

what it was in the County we have not been able to ascertain.

It will be observed by the foregoing that there is now more than one third

as much cultivated land in the County of Oxford (since its dismemberment)
than there was in the entire Province in 1820.

There are 135,909 acres now cultivated, aod to this one third, always keP*
for &quot;wood land&quot; would make it 181,212 acres of the County which m a

J,

be called fully cleared. If this is deducted from the number of acres *

which the whole County is comprised according to the assessors (govern
ment return 457,600 acres, assessors return 476,201 acres 19,601 acres

more) would leave 289,989 acres, again deduct from this the one third,

what it will be necessary to leave for -woodland&quot; would give 213,326
acres of the County that yet require cultivation, to clear which will take

about IS.* years, at the same rate at which land has been cleared for the

last four years. BUT W^HAT A COUNTY WE WILL THEN HAVE !

Since 1848 (4 years) 55,518 acres have been cleared in the County, being
an average of 13,830 acres a year, this at 4 per acre, for clearing &c,adds
55,319 a year to the value of the county. If, as is so often stated, that the

person who can make two blades of grass grow where only one grew before,
is abenefactore to his race. How much more so is he who make grass grow
where grass never grew before? The man who clears 15 in a year besides

supporting his family add 60 to the valuation of his county, and leaves to

generation yet unborne 15 acres of land where to grow grass, where
was never grown before.



The foregoing shows a very rapid increase in both the Province and

County. It must be borne in mind that the two last Assessments were

made under the new Assessment Act (13 and 14 Victoria Chapter 67) by
which all description of property is assessed at its real value. Previous to

that, property was assessed at the following fixed value, viz : Acre cultivated

land 20s.; acre uncultivated 4s.; hewed loo; house of one storv, with notO tf

more then t^vo fire places 20, every additional fire place 4, do. of 2 story

30, additional fire place 8. Framed house under two story and not more

then two fire places 35, every additional fire places 5. Brick or stone

house of one story and not more than two fire places 40, for every ad

ditional fire place 10, do. 2 stories 60. Grist mills with one pair of stones

150, each additional pair of stones 50. Saw mills 100. Merchants

shops 100. Store houses 199. Horses 3 years old and upwards 8.

Oxen four years old and upwards 4 each. Milch cows 3. Horned cattle

from two years old to four l. Four wheeled carriage kept for pleasure
100. Gig &c., of two wheels kept for pleasure 20. Waggons kept for

pleasure 15.

In 1852, 1851 & 1850 the County Council only raised moneys for County

purposes. The year 1849 being- the last year in which all taxes were raised

by the County Council (then District Councils) and the assessed value that

year was 298,189. 12s. 5d., and the total taxes about* 2,650. Of this

amount, as can be seen in another portion of this work, 681. 19s. 8d., was for

the support of common schools, and about 966 1 8s. 9d. apportioned amongst
the towns! lips of which the County of Oxford is now composed, for public

improvements, as can also be seen in another portion of this work. Deduct

these amounts (1,648. 18. 5d.) from the amount levied leaves 1002. 18s.

5d., as the taxes for &quot;

County expenses,&quot;
which is about \\

of a penny in the

pound, whereas when in 1820, the taxes were only 235. 2s., they were just

one penny in the pound ?6 of a penny more than they were in 1849. The

tax payers in the County of Oxford should recollect that, First, that they
have the entire control of the taxes, and power to make it little or much.

Secondly. They should recollect that every Is of taxes they pay is expen
ded in ike County, and in addition to that the Government pay about 750

per annum for common schools, 150 for the grammar school. The Judges

* In all our calculations we only include t.he County as if now is; but, in this instance we do not

know the exact amount, to deduct fur those townships which have heen detached since 1
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Salarv and all the expenses attending the mmmA/ administration of justice.

There are also a great many that complain of the high duties paid in

Canada compared to the United States. With respect to this standing

grievance we beg to quote a portion of a speech of the Hon. F. Hincks

delivered before the Legislative Assembly of Canada, in Committee ofSup
ply, 18th July 1851.

&quot; I come, now, Mr. Chairman, to the consideration of another complaint,
which is one of the standing grievances of the Hon. member for Lincoln,O O

t

[W. H. Merrit.] The hon. gentleman is fond of contrasting our condition

with that of the adjoining republic; and he, on all occasions, represents us

as paving much higher duties than our neighbors. The Hon. member for

Lincoln, W. H. Merrit, is fond of statistics
;

but unfortunately he examines

them not with a view of ascertaining the precise truth, but of making use

of them in support of some view to which he has already committed him
self. Now, Mr. Chairman, 1 have taken some pains to trace the effect of

the American tariff on the interests of the people of the United States; and
I shall occupy the attention of the Committee for a few moments in stating
the result of my enquiries. It is true that several leading articles of con

sumption are charged with higher duties in Canada than in the United
States. Tea may be taken as an example, it being entirely free from duty
there, while with us a revenue of 44,000 was obtained from it last year.
The policy of the United States is protective, and they accordingly exempt
from duty an article towards which all consumers woidd pa} equallv, and

levy their duties on manufactures, by which the agricultural population is

compelled to pay a heavy indirect tax, in addition to a direct one, for the

benefit of a small class of manufacturers.

In order to show the effect of this policy, I shall refer to some of the

leading articles of manufactures imported into the United States and Canada.
The most important of these are cottons, woolens, iron and hardware, silk

and linen. With regard to silks and linens the protective duties may be
considered as inoperative, there being no extensive manufactories in either

country. Of these articles the importation into the United States is from
40 to 60 per cent, greater, having reference to population, than into Canada,
which is not surprising considering the greater wealth of the inhabitants,
and the fact that these articles are consumed by the higher classes. Perhaps
the proportionate increase ought to be so great on cottons, woollens, iron,
and hardware

;
still we may fairly assume that the consumption of these

articles would be greater than in Canada, and that under a similar tariff the

imports would be from 10 to 20 per cent, higher. But, sir, what is the
fact ? The imports of cotton goods are, in proportion to population, nearly
four times as great as into the United States

; woollens, nearly three times
as great; and iron and hardware nearly double. These, Mr. Chairman, are

instructive facts, instructing, as proving to the mother country the value of
the Colonies as a market for British manufactures, and instructive to ourselves

as showing the cost to the consumers of a protective tariff.

I find, that taking the articles imported into Canada, not comprised under
the heads tea, coffee, sugar wine, spirits, molasses, tobacco, salt, fruit and

spices, the average duties are about 10-f per cent., or 1 per cent, less than
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the United States
;
and if these articles were subject to the American rate

of duty, the Canadian consumer would pay an additional tax of about

4)350,000. On the other hand, the duties in Canada on the articles which
1 have just named, average 35^ percent, on the value, while in the United
States the duties on the same articles average only 22 per cent., some of

them being entirely free. Canada, on these articles, pays about 87,000
more than the United States. If this sum be deducted from 350,000, it

will leave 203,000 as the amount which is saved to the Canadian consu

mers, by the adoption of our tariff instead of that of the United States. If

I were to add the indirect tax paid by the American consumer in the shape
of an increased price paid for the great staples of cotton, woollen and iron,

the gain to the Canadian consumer would be much greater. I trust, Mr.

chairman, that I have been able to satisfy the committee, that the assertion

that the people of the United States are less heavily taxed than the Canadian
is without anv foundation in truth.&quot;

By the foregoing it will be seen, that the County, since its dismemberment

even, has nearly half as many inhabitants as was in the entire Province only
42 years ago.

The population of the County of Oxford, in 1848, as it was then consti

tuted w7as 29,219. In 1852, as it now is, 32,638. The population of the

Townships which have been detached since that period, is as follows, viz :

Burford 4433, Oakland 840, and West Nissouri, 1832, making in all 7 105.

From this is to be deducted 443, for that portion of North Dorchester which

was attached, which would have made the population of the County of

Oxford 39,330, had it remained the same as it was when the census of 1848
was taken, shewing an increase of 10,100 in four years, being a little more
than 33^ per cent. At the same rate for the next twelve years will give, as

seen below a population of 77,362.
In 1852, 32,638.

Jn 1856, 43,517.
In 1860, 58,022.
In 1864, 77,362.

The single or unmarried population of the County is 21,475. If from

this number we deduct double the number that there are of children of

school age (from 5 years of age to 16 11 years) we have 4,859 as the

number of persons over 22 years of age [supposing none marry under that

,age] yet unmarried.

The married population is 10,318, of this number one half of course are

males 5,159. There is this year 4,558 persons assessed for land, and about

that number of municipal voters in the County. Supposing that none but

married men have votes, there are only 601 married men who have no such

vote.

* At this period there wer^ 123 names upon the Assessment Rolls, which pzmiber we have multiplied

by 5-615.
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At tlie last election for M. P. P., there were 2550 votes polled, and \vc

should judge that there was at least as many resident that did not vote as

there were non-residents that did, leaving only about two fifths of the resi

dent married population, but what have freeholds and entitled to vote.

If these plain facts do not show a degree of real prosperity, we are at a

loss to know where could a county be found possessing it.

We feel fully confident that the above shows a correct statement of the

number and value of the several description of mills within the County, but

we are not so confident with regard to the amount of work done by them.

Some of the Enumerators returned the number of bushels a grist mill was

capable of grinding, and the number of feet a saw mill was capable of saw

ing; while others only returned the number of bushels or feet actually

ground or sawn. We believe that the above is one-fifth more than ac

tually is sawn or ground, but not more than two-thirds that can be done

by these mills. Of the 53 saw mills, 6 of them are wrought by steam; of

the 1 7 grist mills, 3 of them are wrought by steam.

In 1820, there w7ere only 57 saw mills in the entire Province, and 198

grist mills.

The first saw mill in the County of Oxford, was 1 milt in the Township of

Blenheim, by the late Thomas Homer, Esq., in February, 1798; and the

first grist mill by the same gentleman at the same place in 1802. The se

cond saw and gristmill, we think, was built by the la-ta James Burdick, Esq.
at Centreville, in 1806 or 1807. Both these mills were in a building l6
feet square.
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Under the old assessment Act of 1819 (59 Geo. Ill Chapter 7) which was

repealed by our present assessment Act (13 and 14 Victoria Chap. 67) car

riages kept for pleasure, were all vulued at 100, or as much as one hundred

acres of cleared land, under this same Act. It was we suppose thought that

the gentlemen who could support a carriage was well able to pay taxes.

Nothing can better shew the prosperity of a County than the number and

quantity of its carriages. By the foregoing it will be seen that 32 years ago
there were only three carriages in the County, whereas there is now 336

being 111 more then there were in the entire province in 1820. The fol

lowing table shews the number and value of the carriages in the County of

Oxford according to the assessors return of 1852.

COUNTY OF OXFORD PLACE OF BIRTH OF ITS POPULATION.

COUNTY OF OXFORD ITS RELIGIOUS RETURN.

A full abstract of the Religious Return can be seen on pages 40 & 41.

WHEAT.
In the whole Province, there were in 1842, 3,221,991 bushels, and in

1848, 7,558,7 7 3 bushels.

* The return mi-laid.

f We are not sure that this return is correct.
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The following will show the quantities raised in this county :

1842, acres not returned, 98,501 bushels.

1848, 23,975 acres and 325,122 bushels, being 13 bushels per acre.

1850, 29,743
&quot; &quot;

396,743
&quot; &quot; 13

1852,32,865
&quot; &quot;

611,252
&quot; &quot;

18J

As seen by the foregoing, the wheat last year was rather more than an

average yield, and the increase in the qauntity of acres sown about the usual

advance of former years. In none of the censuses taken in the County,

has there been any distinction made between Fall and Spring Wheat, conse

quently we have no data whereby we can state the quantities of each sepa

rately with any certainty, but from the best information we could obtain, by

enquiring of those who were the best qualified to judge, we should think

that about one-quarter of the above named amount was Spring Wheat.

It is rather singular that the number of acres should be within 227 of

the number of the inhabitants of the County. This gives a trifle over 18-j-

bushels for each inhabitant or 1
3-J-

bushels per head more than is required

for their own consumption, or what would serve them for three years and

eight months, five bushels being the quantity required for each inhabitant,

taking young and old together, for one year.

We much regret our inability, for want of the returns, to compare the

above with other Counties in Canada, or with the United States. We find

by the census of 1847, that the quantity of wheat raised there in that year
was 5 bushels per head, or bushel per head more than they required for

their own consumption, leaving them about thirteen millions of bushels to

export, while our little County of Oxford, forming only one of the forty-two

counties of which the little Province of Canada West is composed, can ex

port very nearly half a million of bushels! it having 448,062 bushels of

surplus wheat to dispose of this present year.
The Township of Norwich last year raised the greatest quantity, 103,449

bushels, and the Township of Blenheim the most per acre, being 2 If bushels

per acre.

The Duke de la Rochefoucault Liancourt, who spent some months in Ca
nada in the year 1795, and was for several weeks a guest of Governor Sim-

coe, from whom he gained much of the information respecting subjects of

which he afterwards wrote, thus wrote respecting wheat: All Canada, vast

as is its extent, does not produce the necessary wheat for the consumption of its

inhabitants
;

the troops, the Governor informs us, are supplied with flour

from London, and with salt meat from Ireland.&quot; He further says that,
&quot; in

Governor Simcoe s opinion, Upper Canada is not only capable of supplying
the wants of its inhabitants, but also of becoming a granary for

England.&quot;

With respect to the price, he wrote,
&quot; The price of wheat is $1 per bushel;

last year it was only 5s. York, about the usual price, but it has risen from
the great failure of the last harvest.&quot;

Gaurlatfs Canada (1818) thus.reports with respect to wheat: &quot;The

average produce of wheat per acre, twenty bushels for one and a quarter of

seed, speaks sufficiently for the fertility of the land. The average produce
of England does not exceed eighteen bushels per acre for three bushels of

seed. In Canada, the husbandry is generally very bad; in England it is
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the reverse, but the natural superiority of Canada, in point of soil, over

England, rises to great excess,&quot; and states the price of wheat in Canada,
that year, to have been 3s. 9cL, currency.

OATS.
The quantity raised in the whole Province in 1842 was 4,788,167 bushels,

and in 1848, 7,055,730 bushels.

The following will show the quantities raised in this county:

1842, No return of acres, 152,219 bushels.

1848, 12,013 acres, and 314,702 bushels, being 26 bushels per acre.

1850, 15,199
&quot; &quot;

374,866
&quot; &quot;

&quot;

24^
&quot; &quot;

1852, 18,327
&quot; &quot;

540,445 &quot;

29^
&quot; &quot;

The foregoing shews a healthy increase of this most useful and necessary

grain. We cannot pretend to make any calculation as to the quantity we
do sell or as to the quantity we ought to sell, as we do not know the aver

age quantity which the working horses do get or the average quantity they
ought to get.

The quality of oats raised in this County is good, and they have this last

two or three years commanded a much better price than they did previous
to that time. In the spring of the year, they always command the best

price. One reason for this is, that many, in consequence, of the state of the

roads in the spring or faD, or for want of wagons are obliged to bring them
to market in the sleighing season.

Last year the Township of Blenheim raised the largest quantity, 87,633

bushels, and the Township of Dereham the greatest quantity per acre, 41

bushels per acre.

PEAS.
The whole Province, in 1842, raised 1,193,551 bushels, and in 1848 r

1,753,846 bushels.

The following will show the quantities raised in this county :

1842, No return of acres, 87,787 bushels.

1850, 6,121 acres, and 92,038 bushels, being 15 bushels per acre.

1852, 7,483
&quot; &quot;

129,211
&quot;

&quot; 17 &quot;

In 1795, the Duke de la R. Liancourt, who travelled through Canada,
wrote as follows: &quot;The district of Kingston supplied, last year, the other

parts of Canada with large quantities of peas, the culture of which, intro

duced but two years ago, proves very productive and successful.&quot;

A gradual increase is shewn in this useful grain. It is quite out of our

power to state the quantity raised over and above what is required for our

own consumption. We have not heard of any instance of the &quot;

bug,
*

de

stroying them, as is the case in Lincoln and other Counties.

Within the last two years they have commanded a much better price than

hitherto, which, in some measure, is occasioned by the Americans coming
over to purchase them in large quantities.

Last year, the largest quantity was raised in the Township of East Ox

ford, 23,226 bushels, and the greatest quantity per acre by the Township of

East Nissouri, 41-J bushels.
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POTATOES.

In the Province of Canada, in 1842, 8,080,397 bushels, and in 1848,

4,751,331 bushels.

The following will show the quantities raised in this county :

1842, No return of acres, 124,435 bushels.

1848, 1,120 acres, and 99,609 bushels, being 88 bushels per acre.

1850, 1,176
&quot; &quot;

122,799
&quot; &quot;

112f
&quot;

1852, 1,822
&quot; &quot;

69,853
&quot; &quot; 38 &quot;

It will be seen by the foregoing that notwithstanding the great decrease

in the quantity raised (1850 being an exception) there has been a steady

increase in the quantity planted. It is rather singular that while one per
son complains that his crop of potatoes has entirely failed, his next door

neighbor has a good average crop. We, of course do not pretend to ac^

count for these things.
Last year, the largest quantity was raised in the Township of Blenheim,

25,227 bushels, and the greatest quantity per acre, in the Township of East

Nissouri, 91 bushels.

INDIAN CORN.

1842, No return of acres, 20,411 bushels.

1848, 1,719 acres, and 42,903 bushels, being 24f bushels per acre.

1850, 1,714
&quot; &quot;

35,972
&quot;

20f
&quot;

1852, 2,681
&quot; &quot;

69,302 25|

It will be seen by the foregoing, that the increase of Indian corn from

1850, has been nearly 100 per cent. The quality raised in the County is

always good, and within the last few years has commanded a good price.

The Township of Norwich, last year, raised nearly twice the number of

bushels than other Township in the County, considerable more than any
two Townships, 28,662 bushels, and the Township of Norwich the greatest
number of bushels per acre, 25^-.

RYE.

1842, No returns of acres, 3,793 bushels.

1848, 392 acres and 5,191 bushels, being 13j bushels per acre.

1850, 514 &quot;

6,327
&quot; &quot; 12 &quot; &quot;

1852, 252 &quot;

3,700 14^-
&quot; &quot;

By the foregoing, it will be seen that a smaller quantity of Rye was raised

last year than in any previous one. We are not acquainted with either the

quality or the price of the article.

Last year, the Township of Blenheim raised the largest number of bushels,

1,509, and the. Township of West Zorra the greatest number of bushels per

acre, 17 bushels.

BUCK-WHEAT.
1842, No return of acres, 3,909 bushels.

1848, 371 acres, and 6,809 bushels, being 18^- bushels per acre.

1850, No return of acres, 6,034
&quot;

1852, 551 acres, and 9,278
&quot; &quot;

16f
&quot;
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The foregoing shews but a very slow increase in this grain. We think

that &quot; buck-wheat cakes,&quot; which were so popular some fifteen or twenty

years ago, are now rather unpopular; we cannot, of course, assign any rea

son for the change, whether the inhabitants tastes have become perverted,
or too refined.

The Township of Norwich, last year, raised the largest quantity, 3,895

bushels, and the Township of Norwich the greatest number of bushels per

acre, 20 bushels.

BARLEY.

1842, No return of acres, 11,601 bushels.

1848, 756 acres, and 16,143 bushels, being 21 bushels per acre.

1850, 1,070
&quot; &quot;

21,097
&quot; &quot; 19 &quot;

1852, 821 &quot;

18,124
&quot; 22

The Barley raised in the County of Oxford, is uniformly good.
The Township of Norwich, last year, raised the largest number of bushels

3 886, and the Township of East Oxford, the greatest quantity per acre, 28

bushels.

HORSES.

The first horse wras brought into Canada from France in 1665, by M. de

Courcelles, one of the French Governors of Canada, along with a regiment
of soldiers.

In 1820, Charles Forthergill, Esq. thus reported: &quot;We want a few Eng
lish stallions imported, to give weight and power to the spindle-shanked,

flimsy horses imported into Upper Canada from the United States, and to

give size to the tight, compact, hardy, invincible little horses of Lower

Canada,&quot;

In 1818, Robert Gourlay, Esq. thus wrote:
&quot; Of all the domestic animals, the noblest is the horse. The horses of

Upper Canada are of the American, the English, and Canadian French

stocks. The first are the predominant species ;
the last are generally short,

thick and dull, not adapted to the saddle, but hardy and servicable as

drudges in the collar on a farm. They were never very numerous in this

Province, compared with Lower Canada, and their proportion is diminished.

There are few full blooded English horses, but considerable portiorsof Eng
lish as well as French blood are intermixed with the American breed.

&quot; The horses of the country have been improved in appearance, and a

taste for further improvement is gaining ground : although the unfinished

state of the roads, and the moderate circumstances and simple manners of

the inhabitants, have precluded that passion for equipage and elegant horses,

which prevails in more populous and luxurious places. The average worth

15 15s.&quot;

* Three years old and upwards
\ Of all ages.

| No Return.
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NEAT CATTLE.

In the Province of Canada there were in 1824,72,000 ;
in 1842.

504,063; and in 1848, 563,845.
In the County of Oxford, in 1830, 3,277; in 1842, 16,996; in 1848,

21,261; in 1850, 28,259; in 1852, 31,725.

By the foregoing, a rapid and uniform increase is shewn in neat cattle for

the last 22 years. A large quantity have been bought by the Americans

within the last two years, and driven across the lines.

In the year 1824 there were only 72,000 in the entire Province; we
have now half that number in this small County alone.

The township of Norwich has the greatest quantity 5225. Milch cows
are always included under this head.

MILCH COWS.
In 1830, 939; in 1840, 5,767; in 1850, no return; and in 1852&amp;gt;

12,055.
The foregoing shews the uniform and rapid increase in these most useful

animals. Only 42 years ago, the whole province had ouly 6,390 cows more
than the county of Oxford, [since its loss of three townships] now has.

Cows were first brought into Canada From France in the year 1665, by M.
de Courcelles, one of the French Governors of Canada. In 1795, the Duke
de la Rochefoucault Liancourt made a tour through Canada, and was a

guest of Governor Simcoe for a number of weeks at Newark, [Niagara,] and
wrote thus : &quot;The cattle here are not subject to contagious distemper : they
are numerous without being remarkably fine. Cows are brought either from
the State of New York, and these are the finest, or from Lower Canada.
The former cost $20, and the latter 1 15. They are small in size. There
is no market at which a farmer can sell that part of his cheese and butter

which is not wanted for the use of his family ofcheese and butter, therefore,
no more is made than the family need for their own consumption.
The Enumerators all mention the very great difficulty they experienced

in obtaining anything like a correct return of the quantity of the buttter and
cheese made. In not twenty instances have regular accounts been kept of

the exact quantity used and sold. The quantity of butter returned is 512.-

434 fts, this would give an average of 40^- fts. for each cow, whereas,
in all probability 60 fts. would be about the correct amount. The quantity
of cheese by the late return, is 315,650 fts. The township of Norwich
makes the largest return, viz: 112,543, and Dereham the next, viz: 81,299
fts.

; Norwich, also, returned the largest quantity of cows and butter, viz :

2258 cows, and 112,930 fts. butter, being little over 50 fts. per cow.

Mr. Robert Gourlay, in 1818, gave 5 5s. as the average price of a cow,
and Is. l^d. as the average price per ft. for butter.

SHEEP AND WOOL.
1842. 18,473 sheep, and 39,192 fts. wool, being 2 fts. per sheep.
1848. 40,645

&quot;

102,467
&quot; &quot;

2|
&quot; &quot;

1850. 41,238
&quot; &quot;

114,375
&quot; &quot; &quot;

2f
&quot;

1852. 51,868
&quot; &quot;

119,952
&quot; * &quot;

2^
&quot;
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IN THE PROVINCE OF CANADA.
In 1842, 575,730 sheep, and 1,302,510 tt&amp;gt;s. wool, being 2, 5-16th Ibs-

per sheep; in 1848, 833,807 sheep, and 2,339,756 Ibs. of wool, being
2, 6-8th Ibs. per sheep.

Sheep were first brought into Canada in 1665, from France, by M. de

Courcelles, one of the French Governors. A French Duke, who travelled

through Canada and the United States, in the year 1795, thus wrote res

pecting sheep :

&quot;Sheep
are much more numerous in Canada than in any part of the

United States in which I have travelled. They are either purchased in

Lower Canada or the State of New York, and cost $3 a head. They thrive
v

well in this country, but are high legged, and of a very indifferent shape.
Clean wool is worth 2s per Ib.&quot;

In 1820, Mr. C. C.Forthergill thus wrote respecting the sheep of

Canada :

&quot;

Sheep are, for the most part, imported from the U. S. It is to be

lamented that the different breeds are not more generally cultivated than

they are in Canada, as the climate is very favorable to the growth of wool
;

and what is more remarkable although little or no attention is paid to these

useful animals, they are not subject to the same disorders which are so fre

quent in Great Britain, such as the scab, rot, foot-rot, &c&quot; The same

gentleman states their price at this period to be 1 5s.

Mr. R. Gouiiay, about the same date, gives 14s. 3d. as the price of sheep,
2s. 5d. as the price of wool, aud 3^ Ibs. as the average per sheep.
As seen by the foregoing, there has been auniforn increase in the County,

both in the number of sheep and the quantity of wool, since the first cen

sus in 1842. Judging from the appearance of the sheep, we should pro
nounce them below the average quality. There has been many hundreds

purchased by the Americans and driven out of the County within the last

twelve months, but we have no data whereby we can make out the number
so sold with any degree of certainty.

Last year the Township of Norwich produced the largest quantity of

wool, 20,815 Ibs., and the Townships of Blenheim and North Oxford the

largest averages, 2-f Ibs.

We do not feel ourselves at all competent to give an opinion as to the

quality of the wool.

In consequence of the erection in Canada, within a few years, of several

extensive woolen manufactories with all the advantages of machinery, there

as less fulled cloth and flannel now manufactured in the County, than there

used to be. The manufacturer can afford and do give the producer a good

price for his wool, and sett him cloth and flannel much cheaper than he can

possibly make it himself.

The method generally adopted (and a good) is for the manufacturer to

purchase his wool from the producer, and pay him for it in cloth. The

quantity thus sold increases every year. No return has ever been made of

the quantity of wool so sold, we should judge it to be last year about 48,000
Ibs. The whole quantity raised was 119,952 Ibs. The quantity of fulled

doth 14,782 yards, this, at 1 Ib. of wool per yard, would require 14,782
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Ibs. of wool, 63,834 yards of flannel atl Ib of wool for each lj yards, would

require 51,067 Ibs. For socks
&amp;lt;fec., say 6,103 Ibs, leave a balance of 4g,000

Ibs. to sell.

HOGS OR PIGS.

In 1842, 12,280; In 1848, 22,659; In 1850, 18,477; In 1852,27,908
IN THE WHOLE PROVINCE.

In 1842, 394, and in 1848, 484,241.
The foregoing shews an increase of 9,431, between the years of 1850 and

1852, and a decrease of 4,182 between the years of 1850 and 1848. This

discrepancy we believe is in a great measure occasioned by the want of uni

formity in the mode of taking the census. One time they are taken down
under the head of &quot;

Pigs,&quot;
as in the census of this year, while at another

time they are under the head of &quot;

Hogs,&quot;
without any instructions accom

panying either, consequently each enumerator is left to put his own con

struction as to what constitutes a &quot;

Hog&quot;
or a &quot;

Pig,&quot;
and these opinions are

any thing but uniform.

As far as we are able to judge we would pronounce the &quot;

Pigs&quot;
of the

County of Oxford of the very worst description, and that little or no efforts

are being made to improve the breed.

It will be observed that we have not got, by nearly 5000, as many &quot;Pigs&quot;

as inhabitants.

The Township of Norwich returns 1,130 more than any other Township
in the County.
Within the last two years the Americans have purchased and drove out

of the County a very large number of &quot;

Pigs,&quot;
we know of two persons who

have purchased upwards of 5,000, at an average price of 15s. each, having
purchased at 3 cents per pound

&quot; as they stand.&quot;

C. Fothergill in 1820 wrote &quot; There is not the smallest doubt that a skil

ful and attentive farmer, who is a good manager may have a breed of Hogs
without leaving Canada equal to any thing which he may desire, Hogs
which arrive at the weight of 300 Ibs., are surely heavy enough for ordinary

consumption, and from 200 to 300lbs. is
&quot; common average for hogs intended

for the barrel in Canada, without any particular attention being paid to them.&quot;

HAY.
In 1850, 15,400 tons; in 1852, 22,046 tons.

The above two returns are the only ones which have ever heen made of

the Hay raised in the County, and it must be recollected that last year s

crop was above an average one.

We are a little surprised at the quantity of Hay raised as compared with
the animals which use it. As seen by the statement made in another por
tion of this work, we have 12,055 &quot;milch cows&quot; and 7,959 &quot;horses of alt

ages.&quot;

Allowing 1-^ ton to winter a cow would make 13,062 tons.

Allowing 1 ton to winter one half the horses, 3,980
&quot;

Allowing l ton to winter the other half of the horses, 5,9 70
&quot;

23,012
&quot;

Being 966 tons more than is raised in the Conn
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It is thus shewn that the County does not raise more than barely enough
hay to feed its live stock through the winter, not that Oxford is more defi

cient in this article than other Counties, but that, with proper care and at

tention, cattle that do not work or give milk, can safely be wintered on straw.
It will be at once observed that in the above no allowance is made for

the 9,121
&quot;

bulls, oxen and
steers,&quot;

or the 10,649
&quot; calves and

heifers,&quot; or
the 51,808 sheep.
The quality of hay raised in the County is good, but generally commands

but a poorly remunerative price.
The Township of Norwich, last year, raised the largest quantity 4,732

tons.

MAPLE SUGAR. .

In 1842, 270,382 Ibs.; in 1848, 366,569 Ibs.; in 1850, 477,320 Ibs.; in

1852, 320,952 Ibs.

By the foregoing it will be observed that there is a decrease of 156,368
Ibs. between the years 1850 and 1852, and but a small increase between the

years 1842 and 1848. This is accountable for in several ways. First, the
&quot;

seasons&quot; are not always suitable, or rather, some are more so than others
;

but in our opinion, the principal cause ofthe decrease is : First, the cheapness
of other sugars ;

and secondly, that when a farmer has got some twenty or

thirty acres of ground cleared he finds that his time can be much more

advantageously employed on the cleared land than in the
&quot;bush,&quot;

mak
ing sugar. He asks no

&quot;protection&quot;
for this truly &quot;home manufacture,&quot;

but like a good
&quot;

free-trader,&quot; the moment he finds that he can earn on his

cleared land in ten days as much as will purchase a large? quantity of sugar
than he can make in ten days in the bush, he abandons it.

Last year, the Township of Norwich made the largest quantity 56,203 Ibs.

The quantity made gives very nearly 10 Ibs. to each inhabitant. The

quantity raised in the whole Provihce in 1848, was 4,140,667 Ibs., or very

nearly 6 Ibs. to each individual.

FLANNEL.

In 1842, 27,916 yards; 1848, 54,916yards; 1850, 59,861 yards; 1852,

63,836 yards.
It will be seen by the foregoing that the increase of this useful article has

been only 8,920 yards in four years not at all proportionate with the in

crease of sheep and wool, as can be seen by a reference to these articles on
other pages. This we can easily account for, indeed we are surprised at not

finding a decrease. Within the last few years several very extensive wool

len factories have been erected, with all the requisite machinery necessary to

enable them to buy of the producer his wool at a good price, and sell him
flannel and cloth much lower than he can possibly afford to make it him

self, consequently it has become very common for farmers to &quot;

exchange&quot;

their wool with some of the merchants in their neighborhood for cloth or

flannel, who are well supplied with those articles by the manufacturer, for

that express purpose.
The Township of Norwich manufactured, last year, the greatest number

of yards, 10,794 yards.
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FULLED CLOTH.
In 1842, 18,516 yards; 1848, 19,111 yards; 1852, 14,781 yards.
The remarks made under the head &quot;

Flannel,&quot; will be equally suitable

here.

The Township ofNorwich manufactured, last year, the greatest quantity of

yards, 2,928 yards.

COUNTY OP OXFORD-ITS DISTRICT COUNCILS.
FIRST YEAR, 1ST., 2D., 3D., AND 4lH. SESSIONS, 1842.

THE first District Council of the District of Brock, met in the Court-House,

Woodstock, on Tuesday, the 8th day of February, 1842, pursuant to the

Act 4th and 5th Victoria, Chapter 10th, by which Act a meeting of the

Council was to be held on the second Tuesday of the months of February,

May, August, and November; no meeting to be longer than six days.
Governor to appoint Warden, Treasurer and Clerk. Each Township to

elect one Councillor, and Townships which have more than 300 freeholders

and householders on the assessment list, to elect two. Councillors elected

for three years and their qualification, 300 freehold, free from all incum-

brances. Lands were not to be taxed more than 1-^d per acre in any one

year. By-laws were to be submitted to the Governor General, wrho mightv v
(

O
disallow them within thirty days and were without effect until the expira
tion of that period. Councils might be dissolved at any time by the Gov
ernor General. Two auditors appointed annually.

The Hon. Peter Boyle de Blaquire, Warden,
Simon F, Robinson, Clerk, pro tern.

H. C. Barwick, Treasurer,

George Hendry and Robt. Ridde

Wm. Lapenotiere, Clerk,
James Cull, Surveyor,

1, (and Rich d Foquett) Auditors.

John Dent, Zorra,
John Harrington, Zorra,
John Palmer, Norwich,
Solomon Lossing,

&quot;

Ransford Rounds, Burford,
John Kelly,
John Eddy, Oakland,

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.

Nicholas Pickle, Blenheim,
Wm. Grinton,

&quot;

Daniel Carroll, West Oxford,
Areh d Burtch, East Oxford,

Philip Graham, North Oxford,

Benj. VanNorman, Dereham,
Jared Vinino-, Nissouri.

At the February Session, the following By-laws were passed :

No. 1.
u For the completion of the Court-House and Gaol of the Dis

trict of Brock.&quot; Expired.
No. 2. &quot;To determine the amount of salaries to be paid to the several

District Officers.&quot; [Clerk joro tern., 12 10s.; Clerk, 35; Surveyor, five

per cent, on all moneys disbursed by him in the completion of the Court-

House and Goal, and 25s. per day while otherwise employed; Township
Clerks, 6 each; Auditors, 10 each. Repealed and expired.]

No. 3.
&quot;

Requiring certain public notices on applications for improve
ments within the District.&quot; [Nullified by By-law No. 25.]
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At the May Session, the following By-laws were passed :

No. 4.
&quot; For the construction of side-walks and planting trees on the

edges of roads and streets in the Townships and Towns within this Dis

trict.&quot;

No. 5. &quot; To confer on District Councillors in their respective Townships
certain privileges now vested in District Councils.

No-. 6.
&quot; For establishing a road therein named.&quot;

No.- 7.
&quot; For repealing part of By-law No. 2. [District Surveyor to

receive 100 per annum.]

During the August Session the following By-laws were passed :

No. 8. &quot;For establishing a road in Dereham,&quot; (66 feet wide, com

mencing at the north-west angle of Lot No. 3, on the 7th Concession
;

thence north, 10 30m.; west 242 chains, 81 links; thence north 10

30m.; west 272 chains 54 links, to the allowance for road between the 5th

and 6th Concessions 33 feet to be taken from each side of the centre of

said road.]

No. 9. &quot;To enable the inhabitants of school sections to&amp;lt; erect school

Houses.&quot;

No. 10. &quot; For imposing a tax of a 1 Jd. per acre annually on all lands

within the District of Brock, for the general purposes of the District, and

for other purposes therein named.&quot; [Repealed by By-law No. 49, and

partly revived by By-law No. 56.]

No. 11. &quot;For imposing fines upon Members and Officers of the District

Council in certain cases. (Repealed by By-law No. 80.)

During the November Session, the following By-laws were passed.

No. 12. &quot; For improving certain Roads and Bridges in the District of

Brock.&quot; 25 on the road leading from Dundas Street through the 5th

Concession of Zorra, and also the Bridge. Expired.

No. 13. &quot;For improving certain Roads in the District of Brock.&quot;

(25 on the 5th Concession, East Oxford, west of the middle town-line.

No. 14. &quot; For improving certain Bridges in the District of Brock.&quot; (25
for the two bridges leading across the Thames from Ingersoll to North Ox
ford. Expired.)

No. 1 5. For improving a certain bridge in the District of Brock.&quot; (7
10s. for bridge across the Thames between the 3rd and 4th Concessions of

Zorra. Expired.)

No. 16. &quot;For granting a further salary to the District Clerk.&quot; (An ad

ditional 33. Expired.)

SECOND YEAR, STH, 6TH, 7ra & 8-ra SESSIONS, 1843.

Solomon Lossing, Esq., Chairman until appointed Warden in April.

W. Lapenotiere, Cleric. H. C.Barwick, Treaswer, James Cull, Surveyor.

George Hendry, and James Mavor, (till October,) and V. Hall, Auditors.
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DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.

Benj. VanNorman, Dereham,
Solomon Lossing, Norwich,
William Carroll,*

&quot;

John B. Dent, Zorra,
Alex. Ross,

&quot;

Ransford Rounds, Burford,
John Kelly,

&quot;

Philip Graham,* North Oxford,

Elisha Harris,* West Oxford,

Elijah Nellies,* Blandford,
Jared Vining,* Nissouri,
Wm. Grinton, Blenheim,
Michael Showers,

&quot;

Arch d Burtch, .East Oxford,
D. D. Wilson,f Norwich,
John Eddy, Oakland.

During the February Session, the following by-laws were passed :

No. 17. &quot; For opening a line of Road in the District of Brock.&quot; (Re
pealed by By-law No. 30.)

No. 18. &quot; For improving certain Roads and Bridges in the District of

Brock.&quot; (50 on middle town-line, Burford.)
No. 19. &quot;For improving a certain Bridge in this District.&quot; (10 for

bridge across Thames, between 2d and 3d Concessions, 6th Lot, Zorra.)
No. 20. &quot; For improving a Road in the Township of Blenheim. (50,

middle town-line.

No. 21. &quot;For repairing certain Bridges in the District of Brock. (13
Thames Bridge, end 12th and 13th Concessions, Zorra. 25, Thames

Bridge, Governors Road.)
No. 22. &quot; For the recovery sustained by the laying out of Roads in the

District.&quot; (Repealed by By-law No. 27.)

*

No. 23. &quot; For apportioning the local School funds of this District.
*

(Expired.)
No. 24. &quot; For repealing a part of By-law No. 2, and determining the amount

of salaries to be paid to District Officers.&quot;

During the May Session, the following by-laws were passed :

No. 25. &quot; For equalizing the moneys arising from taxation to the several

Townships, to be laid out in the same.&quot; Nullified by the present Municipal
Act.

No. 26. &quot; For the erection of certain school-houses and to procure a site

for the erection of one of the said houses.&quot; School District No. 3, West

Oxford, for school-house, 50
;
School District No. 4, West Oxford, for

school-house, 50
;
School District No. 2, Dereham, for site, 3, school-

house, 50, appendages, 5. Expired.

During the August Session, the following by-laws were passed :

No. 27. &quot; For repealing By-law No. 22, and for making other provisions
in lieu thereof.

No. 28. &quot;To provide for the erection of certain school-houses and procure
sites.&quot; School District No. 3, Norwich, for school-house, 43 5s., site 8

15s.; No. 7, East Oxford, School-house, 50, site 5.

During the November, Session, the following by-laws were passed :

No. 29. &quot;For establishing a Road through Lot No. 24. 10th Concession,
Burford.&quot;

*
-

No. 30. &quot; For repealing By-law No. 17.

* New Councillor* or old ones re-elected.
t Mr. Wilion wa elected in April in place of Mr. Loising, appointed Warden,
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No. 31. &quot;For establishing a Road through Lots No. 4, 5, and 6, in the

14th Concession, Burford.&quot;

No. 32. &quot; For establishing a road through Lots No. 10 and 11, 6th

Concession, Burford.&quot;

THIRD YEAR, 9m, lOra HTH & 12-TH SESSIONS, 1844.

Solomon Lossing, Esq., Warden, during February Session,

Benj. VanNorman, Esq., Chairman, May, August, and November Sessions.

Rev. N. Bosworth, Supt. Schools,
Win. Lapenotiere, Clerk,

James Cull, Surveyor,
H. C. Banvick, Treasurer,

Valentine Hall and George Hendry, Auditors,

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.

Benj. Yannorman, Dereham,
John Dent, Zorra,

Alexander Ross, Zorra,

Arch. Birtch, East Oxford,

Philip Graham, North Oxford,
Willard Scott,* West Oxford,
Wm. Carroll,* Norwich,

Wm. Grinton, Blenheim,
Michael Showers, Blenheim,
Ransford Rounds, Burford,
Geo. G. Ward,* Burford,
Eliekim Malcolm,* Oakland,
Jared Vining, Nissouri,

Elijah Nellies, Blandford.

D. D. Willson,* Norwich,

During the February Session, the following By-laws were passed :

No. 33. &quot; For authorizing the sale of Timber, Stone, Sand, &c., upon
Road Allowances.&quot; Amended by By-law, No. 94. By-law, No. 3, of the

County Council, makes similar provisions, with respect to County roads.

No. 34. &quot;For establishing a road between Lots Nos. 9 & 10, in the 5th

con. of Blenheim.&quot;

No. 35. &quot;For establishing a Road in the township of Dereham,&quot; 66 feet

wide. East side Lot No. 4, 8th concession.

During the May Session the following By-law
rs were passed:

No. 36. &quot; For establishing a road, diagonally, through the 14th, 13th,

and 12th Concessions of Burford.&quot;

No. 37. For apportioning moneys for public improvements.&quot; See &quot;Pub

lic Improvements.&quot;

During the August Session the following By-laws were passed :

No. 38. &quot;F&quot;or raising moneys for the support of Common Schools for the

year 1844.&quot;

No. 39. &quot;For the construction and preservation of the side walks in the

town of Woodstock.&quot;

No. 40. &quot;To provide for the erection of certain School-houses, and pro
cure sites.&quot; School District, No. 5, East Oxford, 50. For School-house

No. 6, do. 50. No. 7, house and site, 31 11s. No. 9, for a School-

house, 45.

* New Councillors, or old ones re-elected.
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During the November Session the following By-laws were passed :

No. 41. &quot;To settle and define the different salaries to be paid to the Dis

trict Officers.&quot; Clerk, 60; Surveyor 50. Superintendents 50; Audi
tors 7 10s. each; Township Superintendents from 7 10s to 3, and

Township Clerk the same.

No. 42. &quot;For establishing a road in the township of Blandford,&quot; commen
cing on the West side road allowance between lots Nos. 12 & 13 in theO
3rd concession, &c.

No. 43, &quot;To establish a road in the township of Oakland.&quot;

No. 44. &quot;To provide for the erection of certain School-houses, &c.&quot; No. 8

Burford School-house, 50. No. 8, Zorra School-house and site 75.

No. 45. &quot;To open a line of Road in the township of Dereham.&quot;

FOURTH YEAR, 13Tn & UTH SESSIONS, 1845.

George W. Whitehead, Esq., Warden, August and November Sessions.

Wm. Lapenotiere, Clerk,

Rev. N. Bosworth, Superintendent.

H. C. Barwick, Treasurer,
James Cull, Surveyor,

Valentine Hall and George Hendry, Auditors.

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.

Ransford Rounds,* Burford,
Geo. G. Ward, Burford,

Jonathan Trip}),* East Oxford,

Philip Graham, North Oxford,
Michael Showers, Blenheim,
John Thompson,* Blenheim,
Eliakim Malcolm, Oakland,

William Carroll, Norwich,
D. D. Wilison, Norwich,
Robt. Strand,* Dereham,
Willard Scott, West Oxford,
Jared Tilling, Nissouri,

Thomas Bailey,* Nissouri,

John M. Ross, Zorra,
Alexander Ross, Zorra.

Councillors met, pursuant to Statute, on the second Tuesday in February
and May, but could not agree upon a Chairman, or rather they could not

agree as to whether or not the new Councillors were qualified to vote for

a Chairman before they had taken the necessary oaths and such received

by the Council, which they could not be until a Chairman wras appointed,

consequently no business was done in either of these Sessions. Before the

next Session a Warden was appointed.

During the August Session the following By-law was passed :

No. 46. &quot; For raising money for the support of Common Schools, in the

District of Brock for the year 1845.&quot; Expired.

During the November Session the following By-laws were passed.
No. 47. &quot;For imposing a tax on dogs, and for other purposes therein

named. Repealed by By-law
r No. 9, of the County Council.

No. 48. &quot;To define and settle the different salaries to be paid the District

Officers for the year 1845. Clerk, 60; Surveyor 50; Superintendent

* New Councillors, or old ones re-elected.
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50; Auditors each 7 10s; Township Superintendents from 3 to 7 10s.,

and Township Clerks from 3 to 5.

FIFTH YEAR IOTH, 16, 17-m &amp;lt;fe 18TH SESSIONS 1846.

George W. Whitehead, Esq., Warden,

George Hendiy, Superintendent,
William Lapenotiere, Clerk,

O. Bartlev, Surveyor,w *

H. C. Barwick, Treasurer,

Valentine Hall, and John McF. Wilson, Auditors.

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.

Jared Vining, Nissouri,
Thomas Bailley, Nissouri,

Angus Munro,* West Zorra,
John M. Ross, do
Robt. Strand, Dereham,
C. E. Chadwick,* Dereham,
Jared Kilbourn,* Blenheim,
John Thompson, Blenheim,
Geo. G. Ward, Burford,

T. S. Shenston,* East Oxford,
Jonathan Tripp, East Oxford,
John Barwick,* Blandford,
Eliakim Malcolm, Oakland,
R. H. Campbell,* East Zorra,

William Carroll, Norwich,
D. D. Wilson, Norwich,
Willard Scott, W. Oxford,
Wm. S. Light, North Oxford,

Ransford Rounds, Burford.

During the February Session the following By-laws were passed :

No. 49, &quot;For repealing By-law, No. 10.&quot; Partly revivedby By-law
No. 56.

No. 50,
&quot; To lay out and establish a road in the township of Dereham.&quot;

No. 51, &quot;To raise and levy taxes for the currect year in the District.&quot;

No. 52, &quot;To provide for the building of a School-house in East Oxford.&quot;

10 for District No. 4.

No. 53, &quot;To lay out and establish a road in the Township of Dereham.&quot;

During the May Session the following By-law was passed :

No. 54, For raising money for the support of Common Schools for the

year 1846,&quot;

During the August Session the following By-laws were passed :

No. 55. &quot;To settle and define the salaries to be paid to the District offi

cers.&quot; Clerk, 60; Superintendent, 50; Surveyor, 50; Auditors, 7

10s. each; Township Superintendent from 3 to 7 10s.; and Township
Clerks from 3 to 5.

No. 56. &quot;To revive, in part, By-law No. 10, repealed by By-law No. 49.&quot;

No. 57. &quot; For apportioning certain sums of money to the several Town

ships for public improvements.&quot;
See Public Improvements.

No. 58. &quot; For apportioning a sum of mouey for the erection and repair*

of school-houses in North Oxford.&quot; 15 11s. 8^-d., of school moneys in

Township Superintendents hands.

* Nw Councillors, or old onei re-elected.



COUNTY OF OXFORD ITS DISTRICT COUNCILS, ETC. 71

Before the next Session, the District Council Amendment Act, 9th Vic

toria, chapter 60, came into force, by which Act, Councillors were allowed

not more than 6s. 3d. for each day s actual attendance to appoint annual

ly one of themselves Warden to appoint their own Clerk and Treasurer

only two meetings to be held in each year, to commence on the first Tues

day in the months of February and October, and not to be held for a longer

period than nine successive days. The times of meeting could be altered

by the Governor upon the application of the Council. The Council were

required by By-law to appoint the places where the Township meetings
should be held Councillors need not reside in the Townships which they

represent Warden not to be appointed by the Council until their first

meeting in February, 1847.

The first session under the amended Act was held on the 6th day of Oc

tober, during which session the following By-laws were passed:

No. 59. &quot; For appointing the places at which Township meetings shall

hereafter be held.&quot;

No. 60. &quot;For establishing a road in the Township of East Oxford.&quot;

No. 61. &quot;For the payment of the Councillors of the District of Brock.&quot;

6s. 3d. for each day s actual attendance.

No. 62. &quot; For imposing a tax on School District No. 10, of Norwich, for

the erection of a school-house.&quot; 40; repealed by By-law No. 73.

No. 63. &quot; For imposing a tax on School District No. 6, of Dereham, to

erect a school-house.&quot; 28.

No. 64. &quot; For establishing a certain road in the District of Brock.&quot; The

&quot;jogs&quot;
of Nissouri, West and East Zorra, and Blandford.

No. 65. To establish a road in the Township of Norwich.&quot;

SIXTH YEAR, 19ra & 20ra SESSIONS, 1847.

Jared Yining, Esq., Warden,

Win. Lapenotiere, Clerk,
Rev. Wm. H. Landon, Supt.,

H. C. Barwick, Treasurer,
0. Bartley, Surveyor.

Valentine Hall and John McF. Wilson, Auditors.

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.

Jared Vining, Nissouri,
Thomas Bailey,

&quot;

Angus Munro, West Zorra,
J. M. Ross,

&quot;

Eliakim Malcolm,* Oakland,
Jared Kilbourn, Blenheim,
John Thompson,

&quot;

Wm. S. Light, North Oxford,
John McDonald,* West Oxford,
Robt. Strand, Dereham,

Thos. S. Shenston, East Oxford,
Jonathan Tripp,

&quot;

R. H. Campbell, East Zorra,
Francis Malcolm,*

&quot;

Geo. W. Whitehead,* Burford,
Ransford Rounds,

&quot;

William Carroll,* Norwich,
J. H. Cornell,*
John Barwick, Blandford,
C. E. Chadwick, Dereham.

New Councillors or old one re-elected.



72 COUNTY OF OXFORD ITS DISTRICT COUNCILS, ETC.

During the February Session, the following By-laws were passed:

No. 66. &quot; For apportioning certain sums of money to the several Tow n-

tsh ips for public improvements.&quot;

No. 67. &quot; To provide for the appointment of Surveyors of Highways
and other purposes therein named.&quot;

No. 68. &quot; For establishing a road in the Township of Dereham.&quot;

No. 69. &quot;To levy taxes for the erection of school houses.

No. 70. &quot; To settle and define the salaries to be paid to the District Of

ficers for 1847.&quot; Clerk, 60; Superintendent, 100; Surveyor, 25;

Auditors, 10 each; Treasurer, 3^ per cent.; Township clerks, from 4 to

7 10s.

No. 71. &quot; To raise and levy taxes for the year 1847.&quot; 2,100.

No. 72. &quot;To provide for the more sure and certain collection of public

moneys.&quot;

No. 73. &quot;To repeal By-law No. 10, and for other purposes therein

named.&quot; 40 for Union School Section No. 17 of Burford and 10 of

Norwich.
No. 74. &quot;To establish a road in the Township of Blandford.&quot;

No. 75. &quot;To establish a road in the District of Brock.&quot; Oakland.

No. 76. &quot;To establish a road in the Toweship of Blandford.&quot;

No. 77. &quot;For raising- money in East Oxford and Norwich, for the indi

gent and sick.&quot; 10 East Oxford, 50 Norwich.

No. 78. &quot;For raising and levying money for the support of common
schools for the rear 184-7.

tf

During the October session, the following By-laws were passed :

No. 79. &quot; For altering the periods for holding the half-yearly meetings of

the Brock District Council.&quot;

No. 80. &quot;To repeal By-law No. 11.&quot;

No. 81. &quot;To repeal a portion of By-law No. 60, and make further pro
visions in lieu thereof.&quot;

No. 82. &quot;To establish a road in the Township of West Oxford.&quot;

No. 83. &quot; To lay out and establish a certain road in the District of Brock.&quot;

Oakland and Norwich.

No. 84. &quot; To levy taxes for the payment of salaries in certain school

sections.&quot; Union No. 6, East Oxford, No. 6, North Oxford, and No. 3, East

and West Zorra, 40; No. 9, East Zorra, 15; No. 1, West Oxford, 25.

No. 85. &quot; For levying taxes for the erection of school-houses, &c.&quot; No.

7, Blenheim, 28; No. 9, West Zorra, 100; No. 10, West Zorra, 50;

No. 4, East Zorra, 88; No. 9, East Oxford, 30; No. 2, East Oxford,

4 17s. 9d.; No. 3, Blenheim, 4 12s. 6d.; No. 8, Blandford, 15 13s.

SEVENTH YEAR, 21sT & 22ND SESSIONS, 1848.

.Tared Vining, Esq., Warden,
Wm. Lapenotiere, Clerk,

Rev. Wm. H. Landon, 5?//&amp;gt;/.,

H. C. Barvvick, Treasurer,

O. Bartley, Surveyor,

Valentine Hall and James Kintied, Auditors.
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DISTRICT COUNCILLORS,

Jared Vining, Missouri,
Dennis Horsman,*

&quot;

Angus Munro, West Zorra,
J. M. Ross,

&quot;

R. H. Campbell, East Zorra,
Francis Malcolm,

&quot;

Wm. Carroll, Norwich,
J. H. Cornell,

&quot;

G. W. Whitehead, Burford,
L. Daniels,*

&quot;

T. S. Shenston, East Oxford,
Jonathan Tripp,*

u

Benj. VanNorman,* Dereham,
C. E. Chadwick,

&quot;

Benj. Thornton,* West Oxford,
John McDonald,

&quot;

Wm. S. Light, North Oxford,
Eliakim Malcolm, Oakland,
Wm. Dixon,* Blenheim,
Jared Kilbourn,

&quot;

John Barwick, Blandford.

During the February Session, the following By-laws were passed :

No. 86. &quot;To lay out and establish a certain road in the District of Brock.&quot;

(Blenheim and Blandford.&quot;

No. 87. &quot;For raising money for the support of Schools.&quot;

No. 88. &quot;For levying taxes for the erection of School-houses, &c.&quot; No.
1, Woodstock, 200, for house and site. Union No 2, West Oxford, and
No. 2, North Oxford, 50. No. 22, Norwich, 42 10s. No. 6, Norwich,
55. No. 6, Burford, 50. Union, No. 15, West Zorra, No. 4, West

Zorra, and No. 6, Nissouri, 62 10s. Union No. 11, East and West
Zorra, 70. No. 3, East Oxford, 37 10s for building School-houses.
No. 6 Blandford, 13 16s. for furnishing house

;
and No. 15, Blenheim;

7 10s. for repairing.

No. 89. &quot; For levying taxes to assist in paying School Teachers salaries
in certain School Sections.&quot; No. 3, North Oxford, 20, No. 2, East Zorra,
30. No. 3, Dereham, 25. No. 3, W. Oxford, 45. No. 6, North and

West Oxford, and No. 3, East and West Zorra, 25.

No. 90. &quot;To apportion money for public improvements to the several

Townships for 1848.&quot; See 4
&quot; Public

Improvements.&quot;

No. 91. &quot;To raise and levy Taxes, for the year 1848.&quot;

No. 92. &quot; To settle and define the salaries to be paid to the District
Officers for 1848.&quot; Clerk, 60. Surveyor, 12 10s. Superintendent,
100. Auditors, 10 each. Treasurer 3 per cent.

No. 93. &quot;For raising sums of money in Burford and Blenheim, for the

support of the indigent and sick of said
townships.&quot; Burford 12 10s.

Blenheim, 15.

During the November Session the following By-laws were passed :

No. 94. &quot;To amend By-law, No. 33.&quot;

No. 95. &quot;For appointing the places at which township meetings shall be
I in North Oxford, Blenheim, and Burford.&quot;

No. 96. &quot;To repeal By-law, No. 67.&quot;

* New Councillors or old ones re-elected.

J
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No. 97. &quot;To establish a road in East Zorra.&quot;

No. 98. &quot;For taxing certain School Sections for the erection of School-

houses, and other porposes named.&quot; No. 2, Norwich, 38 16s. 3d. No,
13, West Zorra, 23. No. 8, Norwich, 37 10s. Union No. 3, Burford,

and No. 22, Blenheim, 60, for School-houses. No. 8, Burford, 112 lOa
for a site. No. 2, Oakland, 4 for stove. No. 2, Blenheim, 12 10s. foi

payment of Teacher.

No. 99. &quot;To establish a road in Blenheim.&quot;

No. 100. &quot;To require the Treasurer to carry the account of Township*
the l-5th of d. per acre, levied under 59, Geo. Ill, c. 7.&quot;

No. 101. &quot;For the payment of Councillors.&quot;

No. 102. &quot;To establish a road in North Oxford.&quot;

EIGHTH YEAR 23RD & 24m SESSIONS 1849.

William Carroll, Esq., Warden,
Wm. Lapenotiere, Clerk,

Rev. W. H. Landon, Superintendent,

H. C. Barwick, Treasurer,
0. Bartley, Surveyor,

Valentine Hall and James Kintrea, Auditors.

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.

William Carroll, Norwich,
J. H Cornell,

Dennis Horsman, Nissouri,

John Scatcherd,*
&quot;

Benj. NanNorman, Dereham,
James Bodwell,* jun.

&quot;

Eliakirn Malcolm, Oakland,
John McDonald, W. Oxford,

Benj. Thornton, do.

Jonathan Tripp, E. Oxford,

G. W. Whitehead, Burford,
Lawrence Daniels, Burford,

Angus Munro, W. Zorra,

J. M. Ross, W. Zorra,

John Harrington,* E. Zorra,

Francis Malcolm,
&quot;

Wm. Dixon, Blenheim,
J. Motherall,*

&quot;

James Henderson,* W. Oxford,
John Barwick, Blandford,

Wm. Burgess,* East Oxford.

During the February Session the following By-laws were passed :

No. 103. &quot;To levy taxes for the support of Common Schools for 1849.&quot;

No. 104. &quot;To settle and define the salaries to be paid to District officers.&quot;

Clerk 50. Superintendent 1 00. Surveyor 10. Treasurer 3 per cent.

Auditors 7 10s. each.

No. 105. &quot;To raise and levy taxes for the current
year.&quot;

No. 106. &quot;For raising a sum money in the Township of Burford for the

support of the indigent and sick.&quot;

No. 107. &quot;For repealing By-law, No. 79.&quot;

* Jfow Councillor*, or old onei re-elected .
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No. 108. &quot;To apportion money for public improvements for 1849.&quot; See

&quot;Public Improvements.&quot;

No. 109. &quot;To raise money in certain School Sections for the payment of

School Teachers Salaries, and other
purposes.&quot;

Union No. 4, Burford, and
No. 20, Blenheim, 18, for Teachers salary. No. 1, Woodstock, 25 for

finishing School house and fencing land. No. 20, Norwich, 50 for site

and house.

During the October Session the following By-laws were passed:

No. 110. &quot; For taxing certain localities for School
purposes.&quot;

No. 4.

Oakland, lY 10s. for Teacher s salary, and 2 for repairs. Union No. 1,

West and North Oxford, 20 for Teacher s salary. No. 5, East Oxford

5 for stove. No. 26, Nissouri, 18 for Teacher s salary. Union No. 15,

of West Zorra, and No. 6, Nissouri, 41 14s, for School house.

No. 111. &quot;To lay out and establish a certain road in Blenheim.&quot;

No. 112. &quot;To apportion money for public improvements.&quot; See &quot;Publio

Improvements.

THE END OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILS.

COUNTY OF OXFORD,

COUNTY COUNCILS, OFFICERS, BY-LAWS, ETC.

FIRST YEAR IST, 2ND, 2RD, 4TH, 5ra & GTH SESSIONS 1850.

Benjamin Vannorman, Esquire, Warden,
T. S. Shenston, Clerk, H. C. Barwick, Treasurer,

Valentine Hall and James Kintrea, Auditors.

REEVES AND DEPUTY REEVES.

Benj. Vannorman, Reeve, Dereham,
Jared Vining

&quot;

Nissouri,

Wm. Burgess,
&quot; E. Oxford.

Benj. Thornton, Reeve, West Oxford,
John Harrington,

&quot; East Zorra,
Donald Matheson, Reeve, W. &quot;

Angus Munro, Dep.
&quot; &quot;

Garry V. de Long, Reeve, Norwich,

John, Brady, Reeve, North Oxford,
R. Rounds, Reeve, Burford,
C. S. Purley. Dep.
John Barwick Reeve, Blandford,
Wm. Dickson, Reeve, Blenheim,
J. N. Williamson, Dep.,

&quot;

Eliakim Malcolm, Reeve, Oakland,
William Griffin, Dep. Norwich.
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During this year there were held six general and special Sessions, at which

the following eight By-laws were passed :

JANUARY SESSION.

No. 1. &quot;For levying County rates in the county of Oxford.&quot; 1580:

one penny in the . Repealed by By-law, No. 5.

No. 2. &quot;To define the salaries of the different County Officers.&quot; Clerk

25, and in addition l 10s. for each Assessment Roll, and 5s. for each

100 names. Each Auditor, 3. Reeves and Deputy Reeves, 6s. 3d. for

each day s attendance
;

if residing over ten miles from the Court House an

extra day allowed; if over 20 miles two days allowed. Treasurer 2^- per

cent. Temporary and expired.

No. 3. &quot;For protecting the materials belonging to the County Roads,&quot;

Makes almost the same provisions as are in By-law, No. 33, of the District

Council which is still unrepealed.

No. 4. &quot;For appointing Enumerators in the several Townships.&quot;
The

Township Assessors appointed such.

- MAY SESSION,

No. 5. &quot;For repealing By-law, No. 1, and to levy rates and Assessments

for the current year in the County of Oxford.&quot; 1175 : jd. in the .

Temporary and expired.
No. 6.

&quot; To provide for keeping in repair roads and bridges lying between

two Municipalities.&quot;

SEPTEMBER SESSION.

No. 7.
&quot; To levy a tax for the support of Common Schools, for the year

1850. Oakland and Blandford, fd. in the . East and West Oxfords, ^d.
in the

;
and North Oxford, 6-8tli of a penny in the . The remaining

township levied taxes under the authority of 12th Vic., chap. 83, sec. 38,

which Act was repealed on the 24th July, 1850.

DECEMBER SESSION.

No. 8. &quot;To authorize the County Council to take stock to the amount of

25,000 in the Great Western Railroad.&quot;

SECOND YEAR fan, STH, 9ra & 10-rn SESSIONS 1851.

John Scatcherd, Esquire Warden,

T. S. Shenston, Clerk, H. C. Barwick, Treasurer,

Valentine Hall and James Kintrea, Auditors.
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REEVES AND DEPUTY REEVED.

John Scatcherd, Reeve, Nissouri,
G. W. Gregory, Deputy,

&quot;

Truman YV illcox, Reeve, Norwich,
Asa Durkee, Deputy,

&quot;

John Jackson, Reeve, Blenheim,
J. N. Williamson, Deputy

&quot;

Don. Matheson, Reeve, W. Zorra,

Benson Petton, Deputy,
&quot;

George Leish, Reeve, Dereham,
William Smith, Deputy,

u

Ransford Rounds, Reeve, Burford,
C. IS. rurley, Deputy,

&quot;

John Harrington, Reeve, E. Zorra,
William Wilson, Deputy,

&quot;

James Henderson, Reeve, N. Oxford,
Eliakim Malcolm, Reeve, Oakland,
Win. Burgess, Reeve, E. Oxford,
H. Richardson, Reeve, Woodstock,
John Barwick, Reeve, Blandford,
John McDonald, Reeve, W. Oxford.

There were four Sessions held this year, at which the six following By
laws were passed :

JANUARY SESSION.

No. 9. &quot;To repeal By-law No. 47 of the late District Council.&quot; Im
posing a tax on dogs, &c.

No. 10. &quot;To define the salaries to be paid the County officers.&quot;

No. 11. &quot; To apportion 800 for the County roads and
bridges.&quot;

See
title

&quot; Its Public
Improvements.&quot;

JUNE SESSION.

No. 12. &quot; To establish the Village of Embro a Police
Village.&quot;

JULY SESSION.

No. 13. &quot; To levy and raise money for County purposes.&quot; 1451 18s.
7d. For payment of interest on Rail Road debenture, 500

; Schools, 900
;

Payment of local Superintendents, 150; Administration of civil justice,
350; Wolf scalps, 15; Improvement of Governor s Road, 100; Pub

lic improvements, 35; Members wages, Officers salaries, &c,, &amp;lt;fec.,
401

18s. 7d.

To be collected as follows :

Woodstock, 130 15 1

East Oxford, 190 3 7

North Oxford, 64 911
Blenheim, 315 12 11

Dereham, 228 17 6

Blandford, 77 2 4
East Zorra, 184 1 1

DECEMBER SESSION.

No. 14. &quot; For extending the time for collectors to return their rolls to the

Township Treasurers.&quot;

West Oxford, 195 910
Burford, 280 14 8

Norwich, 331 7

West Zorra, 16310 6

Nissouri, 223 8 8

Oakland, 66 5 4
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THIRD YEAR, HTH & 12xn SESSIONS, 1852.

Donald Matheson, Esq., Warden,
T. S. Slienston, Cierk, H. C. Barwick, Treasurer,

James Kintrea and James Laycock, Auditors,
T. S. Shenston, in charge of County Buildings.

BEEVES AND DEPUTY REEVES.

Donald Matheson, Reeve, W. Zorra,

Benson, Petton, Uep.,
&quot;

John Harrington, Reeve, E. Zorra,
William Wilson, Dep.,

&quot;

Charles Hawkins, Reeve, Dereham,
William Smith, Dep.,
D. McDonald, Reeve, Nissouri East,

Henry Finkle, Reeve, WT
oodstock,

John Galliford,

Asa Durkee, Reeve, Norwich,
Michael Stover, Dep.,

&quot;

John Jackson, Reeve, Blenheim,
John Fleming, Dep.,

&quot;

John Barwick, Reeve, Blandford,
W. Burgess, Reeve, E. Oxford,
WT

. S. Light, Reeve, N. Oxford,
Charles Mason, Reeve, W. Oxford,

:leeve, Ingersoll.

Up to this period, (1st September, 1852,) there has been only three

Sessions held for the present year, at which the following By-laws were

passed :

JANUARY SESSION. ;

No. 15. &quot;To settle and define the salaries to be paid to the several

County officers.&quot; Treasurer, 90
; Clerk, 45

;
Person in charge of Gaol

and Court-House, 5; Auditors, 7 10s. each; Reeves and Deputy Reevea

6s. 3d. per day while in actual attendance.

JULY SESSION.

No. 16.&quot;To levy taxes for County purposes for the year 1852.&quot; 1,300.

COUNTY OF OXFOHD-ITS COMMON SCHOOLS.
THE first Common School Act passed in Canada West, was in the year

1816, (56 Geo. Ill, chap. 36.) It provided that the inhabitants of any
Town, Township, or Village, might meet on the first day of June, in each

and every year, and as soon as they should unite and build, or provide a

school-house, engage to furnish twenty, or more scholars, they might ap

point three persons to be trustees of such school,
&quot; who shall have power

and authority to examine into the moral character and capacity of any

person willing to become a teacher, and nominate and appoint him teacher

of such school&quot; Trustees could not remove such teacher from his

schoolfor any misdemeanor or improprie ty of conduct&quot; unless the Board

of Education of the District sanction such removal.

The trustees were given
&quot;

power ond authority to make rules and regu
lations for the good government of the school&quot; but &quot;they

are hereby re

quired to report such rules and regulations, and the books used, to the

Board of Education once in every three months
;&quot;

and &quot;

it shall b lawful
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for such Board to order and direct such books, or any of them, not to be used,

and to rescind the said rules and regulations, or any part of them, if it shall

deem it
expenient.&quot;

The Governor General required
&quot; to appoint not more than five fit and

discreet persons to compose a Board of Education in each district.&quot;

Any teacher &quot;producing a certificate, signed by the trustees, stating that

he has well demeaned himself, as teacher, for six months, with the number
of scholars educated in the said school, being not less than twenty, the Dis

trict treasurer shall pay him his proportion of the Legislative School
grant.&quot;

Treasurers required to make an annual return to the Governor.

The first &quot;Return&quot; we have been able to find of this County, is for the

year 1829, at which period there was ONE such school, and that was in the

Township of Norwich. The teacher, Nathan Town; the trustees, &quot;Win.

Cowan, Adam Stover, and James Barker; the number of months taught,
six

;
the number of scholars, 1 9 boys and 6

girls.

In the year 1839, we find that Mr. Mark Burnham, Alexander Ross, and
John B. Askin, composed the Board of Education for the London District,

of which the County of Oxford then formed a part, and the following is

their report, as far as this County is concerned, for that year :
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In 1818, Mr. Gourlay reckoned that the Statutes of Upper Canada up
to 1817, (230 in number,) cost 50,000, of which number the School Act
above alluded to, was one, with respect to which he remarks :

&quot; One Act
I must particularly notice, for it is worth all the money and more; (mean
ing the 50,000 which all the Statutes had cost,) I mean the Act for the

establishing Common Schools.&quot; This, be it recollected, is the opinion of

an ultra Reformer of that age. We think there would be but few trustees

now willing to submit their &quot;

rules, regulations and school books&quot; every
three months to a Board of Education in London, appointed by the Gov
ernor. We think that if any of our readers will take the trouble to com

pare thefirst with the last School Act, they will admit that we have made
some &quot;progress&quot;

In 1830, a select committee of the House of Assembly, (of which C.

Duncombe, M. P. P. for Oxford, was chairman,) on Schools, reported as

follows :
&quot; That the Common Schools of this Province are universally in

so deplorable a state that they do not deserve the name of Schools, and the

amount of money annually expended from the smallness of the amount and
mode of application, is rendered almost useless.&quot;

It is quite foreign to the nature of this work to intrude my own views

upon the reader, but we cannot resist the temptation, as we are a very great
admirer of the present School Act, of recording our opinion that it is the

best Act Canada ever saw, and that it has the most efficient officer to carry
it into effect.

The School Act in existence at the formation of the District Councils,

(1842) was 4th and 5th Victoria, chap. 18. It was principally worked by
&quot; School Commissioners,&quot; appointed at the Township meetings. It was re

pealed by 7th Victoria, chap. 29, (1843-4.) By this Act, the District

Councils were to appoint one Superintendent for the County, and one

Township Superintendent for each Township, during its continuance. Re

pealed by 9th Victoria, chap. 20, 1846. The following gentlemen were

appointed Township Superintendents :

TOWNSHIP. 1844 1845 1846

County,
Nissouri,

Burford,

Dereham,
Oakland,

Norwich,
Blenheim,
Zorra West, ?

Zorra East, .

Oxford East, .

Oxford West,.
Oxford North,

Blandford, .

Rev. N. Bosworth,
John Scatcherd,
G. W. Whitehead,
Wm. C. Darrow,
James Malcolm,

I

Dr. E. Cook,
Rev. Geo. Murray,

Rev. D. McKenzie,

Geo. Hendry,
C. N. Thomas,

,;Wm. S. Light,
John Arnold,

Rev. N. Bosworth,
John Scatcherd,
G. W. Whitehead,
John Goodwin,
James Malcolm,
Dr. E. Cook,
Rev. Geo. Murray,
Rev. D. McKenzie,
Rev. F. Forquire,
Edvvd. Orr,
C. N. Thomas,
W. S. Light,
D. J. Hughes,

Geo. Hendry,
John Scatoherd,
G. W.Whitehead,
Geo. Warclle,
James Malcolm,
Dr. E. Cook,
Rev. Geo. Murray,
Rev.D. McKenzie,
Rev. F. Forquire,
Edwd. Orr,
C. N. Thomas,
W. S. Light,
D. J. Hughes.

The next School Act, 9th Victoria, chap. 20, (1846) repealed the above

Act, and abolished the office of Township Superintendents, but continued

that of County Superintendent. The Rev. W. II. Landon filled that office
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until the repeal of the Act by 12th Victoria, chap. 83, (1849, but not to

come into force till 1851.) By this Act the office of County Superinten
dent was abolished and that of Township Superintendents substituted

such Superintendents to be elected by the Townships Councils but before

this Act got fairly working, the 13th and 14th Victoria, chap. 48, repealed
it and came into force immediately; (24th July, 1850,) by it, the present

Act, local Superintendents only are appointed, and them by the Count/
Council. The following have been appointed to that office:

TOWNSHIPS. 1850 1851 1852

East Oxford, .

Blandford,

Woodstock,..
Ingersoll,

Norwich,
Burford,
Oakland,
North Oxford,

Jst Oxford,
&amp;gt;ereham,

Blenheim,-
Nissouri East,
East Zorra, . .

West Zorra, .

Geo. Alexander,
Geo. Alexander,

Incorporated 1851,
*

JohnMcKee,*
Rev. Wm. Hay,*
Rev. Wm. Hay,*
Rev. Geo. Turner,*
Rev. Etobt. Wallace,*
C. E. Chadwick,*
Geo. Murray,*
N. P. Allen,
Rev.W. C. Beardsoll,
Rev. D. McKenzie,

Geo. Alexander,
Geo. Alexander,
Rev. Ball,*

Incorporated 1852.

John McKee,
Rev. Wm. Hay,
Rev. Wm. Hay,
Rev. Geo. Turner,
Rev. Robt. Wallace,
C. E. Chadwick,
Geo. Murray,
Thos. B. Brown,
Rev.W. C. Beardsoll,
Rev. D. McKenzie,

Geo. Ale&amp;gt; nder,

Benj. Ell -
&amp;lt;n,

Rev. Wm Ball,f
Rev. R. /allace,f
John McKee,
County of Brant,

County of Brant,
Rod. McDonald,
Rev. W. Freeman,
E. V. Bodwell,
Rev.W.H. Landon,
Wm. McKeone,
RevW.C.Beardsoll
Rev.W.H.Landon

Previous to 1844, but little was done by either the Council or Govern
ment in the support of Common Schools. What has been done since that

period, the following table will show :

Those marked thus are not appointed by the County Council, but by the Town or Village Council
Those marked thus were appointed by th Township Council* before th repeal of 12 Vic e *

: No report yet.

| According to enius return*.
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WE must readily admit that it is somewhat foreign to the intention of
this work, to occupy any of its pages with Railroad matters, but as the

County of Oxford is a stockholder to the extent of 25,000 in the Great
Western Railroad Company, we think a few remarks thereon will not be
considered out of place.
We are fully aware that no insignificant portion of the farmers of the

County, were much opposed to the County Council taking any stock in the
said Road a class of persons which above all others, will be benefitted by
the work. We believe, however, that much of the opposition was occasion
ed by a want of faith in the Directors of the Company; but now, that the
whole line of road is near completion, and the utility of Railroads better

understood, we firmly believe that so far from there being any persons now
averse to it, they are willing to give to Hon. Francis Hincks and John Bar-
wick, Esq., their just meed of praise for their successful exertions in behalf
of the Company the former for his assistance in obtaining a vote of the in
habitants at the public meetings, and the latter for

.

his untiring exertions
in the Council. To the latter we can bear our humble testimony, with
what energy and perseverance he combated every difficulty which present
ed itself, session after session, and never relaxed until all were overcome and
the By-law finally passed. We fully believe that but for Mr. B. the By-law
never would have passed, and it is the opinion of many that several other

municipalities would not have taken stock had Oxford refused.

We anticipate in a few months to see the cars running through this

County, and a population so overjoyed thereat that they will forget that a

large portion of the County was opposed to the County taking stock, and

forget that at several large meetings held in Woodstock, resolutions were

unanimously passed voting want of confidence in the G. W. R. R. Compa
ny-

Before making good our assertion that the farmers would be most bene
fitted by the Road when completed, we must be allowed to copy a portion
of Mr. Barwick s final report as chairman of the committee appointed at

his suggestion.

&quot;No one who views the geographical position of this country can fail to be im
pressed with tne importance of this road, not only in a commercial but a national

point of view, covering as it does the best unoccupied route in America, without
the possibility of a rival, and draining a country unsurpassed for fertility of soil,

hydraulic resources and salubrity of climate in the world.
&quot;The certainty of its being an excellent investment for capital, and that the

stock will be remunerative, have been placed beyond a doubt by the calculations

of Mr. Stuart, an eminent American engineer, based upon certain reliable data
derived from investigations of and comparisons with American Railway statistics,

and the unrivalled resources of our own country. Your committee being influ

enced by the opinion that a work of such magnitude and importance, and coun
tenanced by the liberality of the Government, should receive the encouragement
and support of the country, through its municipal corporations, in such a manner
e to enable the Directors to offer the stock in foreign markets upon a footing in-
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ferior to no other, as an object for investment, and with the view of contributing

towards, i^nd giving confidence in the undertaking, would respectfully recommend
that the Warden be requested to call a meeting of the electors of the County to

obtain their consent to the enactment of a By-law authorizing the Council to sub

scribe for stock in the Great Western Railroad to the extent of 25,000, and that

a By-law be adopted for such purpose in conformity with the requirements of the

Act in that behalf.
&quot; The inhabitants of this Country, unlike those of the older countries of Europe

and the Atlantic States of America, being comparatively poor, capital being dif

fused amongst the many and not concentrated, as in those countries, in the hands
of a few, corporations representing the general wealth should, in the opinion of

your committee, give their credit towards the accomplishment of works of great

public utility which are beyond the grasp of the unaided enterprise of private
individuals.

&quot; The example set by the corporations that have already taken stock in this

undertaking, seized and acted upon by others, will engender a spirit of confidence

throughout the country, stimulate a desire for investment, lead to a speedy con
struction of the work, and thereby give an impetus to enterprise that will plac
us foremost in the march of civilization amongst the inhabitants on this conti

nent.&quot; ****-*--**#**-#*
&quot; Your committee are unwilling to draw &quot; odious comparisons

&quot; between this

highly favored country and that of our &quot;go-a-head&quot; neighbors, to the disadvan

tage of the former, but they cannot close their eyes to the difference in the exist

ing state of affairs, to the apathy and lethargy that exists here in &quot;

sleepy hol

low,&quot; and the spirit and enterprise that prevail among a &quot;

people who follow the
sun westward as if to obtain a greater portion of day light,&quot; and where success
and prosperity are too frequently attributed more to their particular form of gov
ernment than to their restless and laudable ambition to promote and develope the
resources of their country. There, no sooner is a railroad projected than its con
struction is undertaken and carried to completion ; here, we slumber over our best
interests.&quot; **#*###****

&quot; In conclusion, your committee believes that &quot; Canada loses every year, by
want of a railroad, and a winter market, enough to construct fifty miles of rail

way,&quot; and would recommend as worthy of imitation the liberal example of the
States of the neighboring Union. Consider yourself the incorporated &quot;patron
of the public good,&quot; lend your corporate credit to the construction of this grand
undertaking, and confer an everlasting benefit upon the country, for there is truth
no doubt, in the remark of an eminent New Engrander,

&quot; Men may talk about
the burden of taxes to build railroads, but the tax which the people pay to be
without them is an l^andred fold more oppressive.&quot;

We do not feel competent to enumerate even a tithe of the advantages
attending such a road, nor do we intend to allude to any other advantage
than what will result from the transportation of Wheat alone from Wood
stock to Hamilton, supposing the surplus Wheat of the county should all be

brought toWoodstock. We have shown in another portion of this work( pages
56 & 57) that the surplus Wheat raised in the County of Oxford in 1851,
was 448,062 bushels. Now, we propow first, to show that to transport this

quantity of Wheat -to Hamilton by Railroad, a saving of 9,334 12s. 6d.,
will be effected, and 2nd, that the whole of this amount is saved by the grower.We are informed by all the flour merchants in Woodstock, that they in

variably pay 2s. Yd., per barrel for the carriage of a barrel of flour from
Woodstock to Hamilton, while the Railroad proposes to carry one for 6d^
thereby a saving of 2s. Id., per barrel, or 5d. per bushel, will be effected.
A saving of 5d. per bushel on 448,062 bushels of surplus Wheat^ would
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be 9,334 12s. 6d., or in other words, Messrs. Andrews, Sutherland & Co.,

and Messrs. Finkle & Co., would have given 9,334 12s. 6d. more for the

surplus Wheat of the County of Oxford of last year, had there been a Rail

road from Woodstock to Hamilton. Nothing can be more plain than this :

if a barrel of flour is worth 20s. in Hamilton, and its transportation from
Woodstock to there costs 2s. 7d., it is quite evident that the merchant can

not afford to give more 17s. 5d. for it in Woodstock, whereas if its trans

portation cost only 6d. per barrel, he could afford to give 19s. 6d. per bar

rel. The whole of this saving goes directly into the growers pockets; and
not only that but whatever the price of wheat may be, this saving will be

the same.

By a reference to the article headed u
Wheat,&quot; it will be seen that the in

crease in the quantity of Wheat raised in 1850 over 1848 was 71,621

bushels, or about 22 per cent, and in 1852 over 1850, 214,509 bushels, or

about 35 per cent, The average of this would give us 14^- per cent, in

crease a year; but to be within the mark, we will call it as low as 10 per
cent, a year,

Reckoning this rate of increase for the next ten years (ten years before

the time that the Railroad debentures become due) on the svrplus Wheat
of the County, we find, as seen below, that the farmers of Oxford will b

benefited by the Railroad 172,981 Os. 3d.

SURPLUS WHEAT.
TSAR. BUSHELS. 8. 1&amp;gt;.

1852, 448,062, 5d. per bu. saved on car ge, 9,334 12 6

1853, 10 per cent, added, 492,868,
* -.*&quot;:.* 10,268 18 4

1854, 542,154,
a a 11,294 17 6

1855,
* &quot;

596,369, 12,424 7 1

1856, 656,005,
&quot; &quot; a

13,666 15 5

1857,
&quot; *

721,605,
&amp;lt;* 15,033 8 9

1858,
&quot; &quot;

793,765, 16,536 5 5

1859,
&quot;

873,141,
a *

18,190 8 9

1860,
* *

960,455, 20,009 9

1861,
&quot;

1,056,500,
tt a

22,010 8 4

1862,
*

.*&quot;* 1,162,150, 24,211 9 2

Total, 172,981 3

We close this article as Mr. Barwick closed his report :
&quot;Men may talk

about the but den of taxes to build Railroads, but the tax which the peo-

pk pay to be without them w a hundredfold more oppressive.&quot;

COUNTY OF OXFORDITS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS.

The first apportionment of public money made for the improvement of

roads arid bridges of the Province was by the Act 44 Gtx&amp;gt;. Ill, chap. 6, (1 804)

by wfclch 1,000 wm appropriated for that purpott ;
but how much of that
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amount was expended in the County of Oxford, we have not been able to

ascertain. The Act provides
&quot; That it shall and may be lawful for the

Governor to issue one or more proclamations, and therein to point out and

direct the particular roads upon which the said sum of 1,000 shall be

expended, and to name such and and so many persons as shall seem meet

for each district, as commissioners for expending such moneys.&quot;

By the Act 46th Geo. Ill, chap. 4, (1806) 1,600 was appropriated for

the improvement of a &quot;

leading highway through the Province, from the

Eastern to the Western District.&quot; The -

leading road&quot; hera alluded to, was

what is now called,
&quot; The old Stage Road&quot; as far as this County is con

cerned, and by the Act thus described :
&quot;

Commencing at the Indian mill*

on the Grand River, thence along tlio road leading- through the Township
of Burford to the Delaware Town on the River la Tranche, (Thames) and

across the said river, thence down the said river to the Moravian
grant.&quot;

By the Act 48th Geo. Ill, chap. 2, (1808) l,GOO was appropriated for

the improvement of the Roads and Budges in the Province, of which sum
the London District (of which we then formed a part,) received 2uO; in

the following year a similar grant was made, out of which the London Dis

trict received 200 : but we have not been able to iind out whether any
of those sums wore expended in what is now the County of Oxford.

By the Act 50th Geo. Ill, chap. 2, (1810) the following sums were to

be expended in what is now the County of Oxford, viz. :

&quot; On the road

leading through Burford, between John Yeigh s house in Burford and

Captain Conneld s house in Oxford 14 miles, the sum of 40; between

the said Captain Confield s and Mr. Hoskins 8 miles, 40.&quot;

By the Act 51st Geo. Ill, chap. 1, (1811) the following sums were to be

expended on what is now the County of Oxford, viz. : &quot;From John Yeigh s

to the the junction of the road on a westerly course, about one mile from

Samuel Kenney s, 20
;
From the w-est point of the pine windfall to the

Cooley place, 30; from thence to the town-line of Oxford, 45; from

thence to Capt. Conner s, 85
;
and from thence to Hoskin s, 30.&quot;

By the 51st Geo. Ill, chap. 2, (1812) the following sums were to be ex

pended
in what is now the County of Oxford, viz. :

&quot; From Cooly place
in Burford to town-line of Oxford, 15; from thence to Confield s 4-5;

from thence to Widow Hoskin s, 25; from James Graham s in Oxford to

Reynold s mill creek in Dorchester, 30; on the Governor s Road from
Levi Babbitt sf to Homer s creek, 45

;
and from Levi Babbitt s in the

wilderness west of the River la Tranche, (Thames) 50.&quot;

In a similar manner sums were continued to be granted every few years,

up to the establishment of Municipal Councils in 1842.

In 1839, a select comittee was appointed by the House of Assembly,
* To examine and report upon the sums of money paid Road to Commis
sioners for the improvement of Roads and Bridges for the four last

years,&quot;

(1830, 1831, 1834 and 1837.) The committee reported as follows:
* After a minute examination of the subject matter referred to them, find

* This mill was situated on the Grand River, close by the present Plank Road, about a half a mil
wet of the Brantford Toil-Gate. It was erected by the Government for the accommodation of tb
Indians some time before (we cannot find oat how long) 1798.

1 LetNft, 91, EMt Oxford, now ownd by Jhn HaUh. E*q , who ptrka*d from Mr. Babbitt.
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unaccounted for: In 1830, 3,136 lls. 10d.; in 1831, 3,857 16s. 4cl.;

in 1834, 22,118 lls. 3d.; and in 1837, 22,748 lls. 5d., making a to

tal of 51,861 lls. 3d. Your committee would remark that, although
the above sum has been paid for the purposes intended, to be accounted for

in accordance with the express provisions of the several Acts of the Legis
lature, such an account has not been rendered as tho law directs.&quot; The
committee accompany their report with a detailed statement of the amount
of money granted and where to be expended, by whom to be expended,
the amount received and the amount unaccounted for, for the years 1831
and 1334. In the year 1831, it appears that 210 were paid for the

roads and bridges in what is now the County of Oxford, but not one penny
of it accounted for, and in 1834, 405 5s., and only 7l accountedfor.

For the two first years of the District Council, grants were made for the

improvement of the roads and bridges of the County without any regard
to the assessment of the several Townships; since that period, such money
has been apportioned amongst the several Townships in accordance with
their respective assessments, being as follows :

Since the establishment of Township Councils, in 1850, they raise within

their respective municipalities any sums they may require for public im

provements. Any apportionment made by the County Council since that

period, has been only to County roads and bridges, that is, such as lie be

tween two or more municipalities.

The above sums have all been judicially expended by the Councillors of

the Townships for the time being. They have not been scientific, but good,

practical men, well acquainted with the wants of their Townships and the

best means and manner of supplying them.

COUNTY OF OXFORD-ITS MAGISTEATES.
The first Commission of the Peace for the County of Oxford, was issued

April 27, 1824, by which Thomas Horner, Peter Teeple, and Gharlei

Ingeraoll were appointed :
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Its second Commission was issued June loth, 1829, by which, in addi

tion to the above Bained gentlemen the following were appointed : John

Hatch, Solomon Lossing, Henry Carroll, John G. Lossie, John Burdick,

and John Scatcherd.

The third Commission was dated July 23d, 1833, by which, in addition

to the above named gentlemen, the following were appointed : Andrew

Drew, James Barwick, James Hutton, Peter Carroll, James Ingersoll, A.
W. Light, Edward Bullen, Philip Graham, Ellakim Malcolm, and William

Gordon.

Fhe fourth Commission was dated June 12th, 1835, by which, in addi

tion (with the exception of Messrs. Homer and Scatcherd) to the above-

named gentlemen, the following were appointed : G, W. Whitehead, R
R. Hunter, Henry Vansittart, sen., James Ingersoll, John Carroll, Robert*

Riddell, E. S. Vigar, John Weir, T. J. Moore, and James Gibson.

The fifth Commission was dated December 31st, 1836, by which the

following additional appointments were made : J. Austin, John Arnold,
Geo. Rouviere, Edmund Deedes, T. J. Horner, James Frazer, John Jackson,
W. Holcroft, and Geo. Hay.
The first Commission for the District of Brock, was dated February 27th,

1840, by which the following gentlemen were appointed:

John Hatch, Wm. Gordon, Wm. Holcroft,

Henry Carroll, R. R. Hunter, B. G. Rouviere,
Andrew Drew, Rob t Riddell, Edmund Deedes,
James Barwick, John Weir, John Burn,
James Hutton, G. W. Whitehead, J. G. Bridges,
Peter Carroll, John Carroll, J. G. Vansittart,

James Ingersoll, Eclw d S. Vigar, John Scatcherd,

J. G. Lossie, John Jackson, Benj. Vannorman,
A. W. Light, James Austin, Moses Johnston,
Edward Bullen, John Frazer, James Shanley,

Phillip Graham, Geo. Hay, Moses Johnston,

Henry Vansittart, sen,, John Arnold, Calvin Martin,

The second Commission for the District of Brock was dated August 23,

1842, from which, for various reasons, the following names were omitted :

James Shanley, John Weir, E. S. Vigar, James Austin, John Frazer, Geo.

Hay, Wm. Holcroft, B. G. Rouviere, John Burn, J. G. Bridges, Andrew
Drew, James Barwick and James Hutton, and the following additional ones

added :

Benj. Vannorman, Jared Vining, Ransford Rounds,
Arch. Burtch, Nich. Pickle, Joseph Woodrow,
Elisha Harris, Lawrence Daniels, John Harrington,
John D. Dent, Solomon Lossing, James Oswell,
John Moore, Fred k Forquire, John Eddy,
H. W. Clare, Henry Horner, James Bodwell,

The third Commission for the District of Brock is dated February 14th,

1846, from which, for various causes, the following names were omitted:
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Henry Homer, James Oswell, Henry Vansittart, sen., and H. W. Clare
;
and

the following additional ones were added :

Gilbert Stover, David Confield,
Geo. Chambers, Wm. McKay,
Benj. Swazey, John Toyne,
William Abbott, Charles Purley,
Thos. Wallace, Thomas Cottle,

Geo. G. Ward, Wm. M. Mills,

The fourth and last Commission for the District of Brock was dated

September 3rd, 1849, by which the following gentlemen were appointed:

Robert Stroud,
J. A. Tidy,
Robert Cameron,
Henry Crotty,
Charles Hawkins.

The Judge.
John Hatch,
Wm. Gorden,
Robert Riddell,
G. W. Whitehead,
John Carroll,

John Jackson,
Arch. Burtch,
Jared Vining,
John Harrington,
Nicholas Pickle,

James Bodwell,

Wm. Dickson,

Henry Horner,
Jeremiah Cowan,
John McKay,
Dennis Horsman,
Andrew Bodweli,
Wm. Burgess,
W. W. Willson,

Edward Deeds,
John G. Vansittart,

John Scatcherd,

Moses Johnston,

Benj. Vannorman,

Calvin Martin,
Lawrence Daniels,
Ransford Rounds,
John Eddy.
Joseph Woodrow,
Gilbert Stover,

H. C. Barwick,
Wm. Goble,
Francis Malcolm,
N. P. Allen,

John Bayne,
Wm. Smith,
Valentine Hal],

Alonzo Foster,

Charles Purley,
G. G. Ward,
Geo. Chambers,
Daniel Condlield,
Robert Cameron,

Benj. Swazey,
James Ingersoll,
W. Maynard Mills,

Henry Crotty,
John Toyne,
Rob t Stroud,

Rob t McDonald,
Charles Ingersoll,

Angus Munro,

Benj. Thornton,
Daniel Phelan,
C. E. Chadwick,
James Laycock,
Charles Hawkins,
Thos. Wallace,

Henry Root,
G. W. Carder,
Thomas S. Shenston,
James Wickham,
Moses Mott,

Joseph Horning,
Eliakim Malcolm,
James Osvvold,

Jared Killbourn,
Don d Matheson,
Wm. Sutherland,
Seneca Lewis,
W. B. Maybee,
Wm. Hook, sen.,

Jon. Tripp,
Michael Overholt.

CORONERS FOR THE COUNTY OF OXFORD.

J. S. Stratford, August 5th, 1840. Henry Ross, October 2nd, 1848

John Turguand,
John Moore,

Ephraim Cook,
John Hyde

..

u

u

James F. McCarthy, Oct. 6th, 1847. Rob t McCosh, Nov r 29th, 1849
TTAVTT W/vaW U u U. Arthur Pff/&amp;gt;r*rtn T~Wv 19 ISiO
Henry Weeks, Arthur Patterson, Dec. 19, 1840.
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THE clerk of the Crown in Chancery, in answer to our application to be

furnished with a complete list of the names of the M. P. P.s of the County
of Oxford, dates of the elections, &., &c., informed us that the records re

lating to these matters, were all consumed by the Montreal fire of April 15,

1849, In the absence of such official information, we are obliged to date

the length of the respective Parliaments from the date of the first Act

passed in the first Session, to the last Act passed in the last Session.

The list of members given below we feel confident is correct and com

plete, if no other vacancies than those we have alluded to, took place dur

ing a Parliament, by death or otherwise.

By the Act 31st Geo. Ill, ch. 31, sec. 17, (1791 the Act quoted as the au

thority under which every Provincial Act was passed previous to the Union,)
it is provided

&quot; That the whole number of members to be chosen in the

Province of Upper Canada shall not be less than 16, and the whole num
ber of members to be chosen in the Province of Lower Canada shall not

be less than 50.&quot; This section was passed in the committee of the whole of

the British Parliament, May 6th, 1791. The following is a report of the

proceedings on its adoption :

&quot; Mr. Chancellor Pitt having proposed that the number of members to be cho
sen for the House of Assembly in Upper Canada, shall not be less than sixteen,
Mr. Fox rose and objected to the number; he considered that after so much had
been said about obtaining a proper aristocracy for that colony on preceding days,
they were now to lose sight of giving it a proper share of democracy likewise,
which was allowed on all hands to be requisite. Sure he was that sixteen was
a good number for an aristocracy, but by no means for a democracy. He was
perfectly aware that it was idle to expect or to maintain that in a representative
House the number of the elected ought to have a strict analogy to the number of
electors. He knew that there was no necessity for it, and that 558 members of
that House were just as good a representative of the people of England, amount
ing to 8,000,000, as any larger number whatever

;
but if they were legislating

for a much more populous country, (France for instance,) he did not believe he
should be told that 558 members were fit representatives for the people of France.
Mr. Fox thought 16 by no means enough to form anything that could bear the
name of a popular Assembly; he should rather have imagined that 100 would
have been the number, if J 00 fit members of Assembly could have been obtained
in Upper Canada.

&quot; Mr. Pitt said as there was at most only 10,000 individuals in Upper Canada,
(men, women, and children,) he thought 16 in the present state of the Province,
was about a reasonable proportion of those who were fit persons to be chosen
members of the House of Assembly, and could spare enough time for due atten
dance. The blank was then filled up with the word &quot;sixteen.&quot; It was here ob
served by Mr. Pitt that the bill did not limit the members to 16, but only that it

should not be less than that number.&quot;

By the 14th section of the same Act, it is provided, &quot;That for the pur
pose of electing the members of such Assemblies respectively, (Upper and
Lower Canada) it shall and may be lawful, &c., for the person administer

ing the government there, within the time hereinafter mentioned (shall not
be later than 31st Dec., 1792,) to issue a proclamation dividing such Pro-



90 COUJNTY OF OXFOKD .*

vince into districts, or counties, or circles, and towns and townships, and ap
pointing the limits thereof; and declaring and appointing the number of

representatives to be chosen by each of such districts or counties, &c.
;&quot;

but

subject to alteration by the Provincial Parliament.

Such a proclamation as here alluded to, was issued by Governor Simcoe,
on the 16th day of July, 1792, by which he divided the Province into the

following nineteen counties, which were to return sixteen members :

1. Glengarry, 1st Riding,&quot;

2d
2. Stormont,
3. Dundas,
4. Grenville,
5. Leeds
6. Frontenac,
7. Ontario,
8. Addington,
9. Prince Edwards and Township

of Adolphus,

1

I

1

1

1

10. Lennox,
11. Hastings,
12. Northumberland,
13. York,
14. Durham, and 1st Riding Lincoln,
15. Lincoln, 2d Riding,

Lincoln, 3d Riding,
16. Norfolk and 4th Riding Lincoln,
17. Suffolk, 1

18. Essex, j
19. Kent,

By the same proclamation, the largest portion of what is now the County
of Oxford, formed a part of the County of Norfolk, its boundaries being
described as follows :

&quot; Bounded on the north and east by the County of

Lincoln, and the River la Tranche;* on the south side by Lake Erie, un
til it meets the River Barbue;\ thence by a line running north, 16 degrees;
west until it intersects the River la Tranche; then up the said River until

it meets the north-western boundary of the County of York.J The 4th

Riding of Lincoln was described as follows :
&quot; Bounded on the east by

the Niagara River; on the south by Lake Erie, to the north of the River

Ouse
;

thence up the said River to the road leading therefrom to the forks

of the Chippawa or Welland
;
and on the north by the said road until it

strikes the forks of the Welland
;
thence down the said Welland to the Ri

ver
Niagara,&quot; making an electoral district of only about 120 miles in

length. At this period there was not one white person in the County of

Oxford.

The representatives were called together at least once a year and were

elected for four years, unless the Parliament was dissolved by the person ad

ministering the Government.

The first Parliament was from the 15th October, 1792, to 3rd June, 1796.

The second Parliament was from the 3rd July, 1797, to 4th July, 1800.

Who the M. P. P.s for Oxford were during these two Parliaments, we
have not been able to ascertain, nor do we believe there is any person in

the Province who can furnish the information.

The third Parliament was from the 9th July, 1801, to the 9th March,
1804.

The election of a member to serve in this Parliament, was held in the

* Now called the Thames.
\ Now called Catfish Creek.
I At the River Bridge at the extreme western limit of the Town of Woodstock.
Grand River.
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year 1800, at AverilTs Mills, (now Waterford,) in tlie Township of Town-

send, James Walsh, Esq., returning officer. The candidates were the Hon.

David William Smith and Richard Cockerell, Esq. The former was elected

and appointed Speaker of the House of Assembly. From the following

address, (a copy of which we have in our possession,) it appeal s thathe was

not present at the election :

&quot; To the free and independent Electors of the Counties of Oxford, Middlesex and Nor

folk :

&quot; YORK, August 25th, 1800.

&quot;

Gentlemen, On my return to this place, it gave me great satisfaction to find

that you had considered me worthy of representing you in the next Parliament.
You may be assured that I shall gratefully remember the support you have given
me on this occasion, and that having elected me to that important trust, I shall

endeavor to merit so honorable a distinction by a zealous discharge of my duty .

&quot; D. W. SMITH.&quot;

The first session of this Parliament was prorogued on the 4th day of

July, 1800, consequently Mr. Smith could not have been in attendance

during the first session. During this Parliament a new, or rather the first

Representative Act was passed, the former electoral division having been
made by proclamation. Its provisions were as follows:

Glengarry and Prescott, 2 members.
Stormont and Russell, 1 &quot;

Dundas, 1

Grenville, 1

Leeds, 1

Frontenac, 1

Prince Edward, 1

Oxford, Middlesex, and Norfolk, , 1

Lennox and Addington, 1

Hastings and Northumberland, 1 &quot;

Durham, Sirncoe, and East Riding of York, 1 &quot;

West Riding York, 1st Riding Lincoln, and Haldimand, 2 &quot;

2d, 3d and 4th Ridings Lincoln, 2 &quot;

Kent, 1

Essex, .2 &quot;

Total, .19 u

The fourth Parliament was from the 2d March, 1805, to March 16,
1808.

The election of a member to serve Oxford in this Parliament was held
at &quot;

Turkey Point&quot; at the house of Mr. Job Lodor. William Spurgin, Esq.,
was returning officer. The candidates were Benajah Mallory and Samuel
Ryerse ;

the former was elected.

By the Act 48th Geo. Ill, chapter 11, (1808) passed during this Par-
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liament, a still further alteration was made in tlie Representative Act. The
members for the Province were elected as follows :

Prescott, : 1 member.

Glengarry, 2 &quot;

Stormont and Russell, 1 &quot;

Dundas, 1 &quot;

Grenville, 1

Leeds, 1

Frontenac, 1 *

Prince Edwards, 1 u

Lennox and Addington, 2 &quot;

Hastings and the Township of Ameliasburgh, 1 &quot;

3rd Riding of Lincoln, 1 &quot;

4th &quot;

1 &quot;

Oxford and Middlesex, 1 &quot;

Norfolk, 1

Kent, 1
&quot;

Essex, 2 &quot;

2nd Riding of Lincoln, 1
&quot;

Durham and Northumberland, 1
&quot;

East Riding of York, and County of Simcoe, 1
&quot;

West &quot; 1 &quot;

1st Riding of Lincoln and County of Haldimand as fol

lows : Townships of Saltfleet, Ancaster, Barton, Glind-

ford and Binbrook, with as much of the County of

Haldimand as lies between Dundas Street and Onon-

claga Village, (Beaufort) on the River Ouse, by one

member; and the Townships of Grimsby, Clinton,

Gainsborough and Carston,with so much of the County
of Haldimand as lies between the Onondaga Village
and the north of the River Ouse, by one member, 2 &quot;

Total, 25 &quot;

The 5th Parliament was from the 9th March, 1809, to 6th March, 1812.

The 6th Parliament was from the 5th August, 1812, to the 1st April,
1816.

The 7th Parliament was from the 8th February, 1817, to the 7th March,
1820.

The member for the Counties of Oxford and Middlesex for this Parlia

ment, was Mahlon Burwell.

During the 5th Session of this Parliament, (March 7th, 1820,) the Act

60th Geo. Ill, chapter 2, was passed, which provided, &quot;That from and after

the end of the present Parliament, each and every County now formed or

organized, or which may hereafter be formed or organized, the population
of which shall amount to 1,000 souls, shall be represented by one member,
and such County or Counties as shall amount to 4,000 souls by two mem
bers.&quot;
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At this period there were twenty-eight Counties in Upper Canada; and

the population of the County of Oxford, as then constituted. which was

much larger than it is now contained a population of 2455 souls, and us

now constituted, 1522 souls, and entitled of itself, under the above Act, to

a member.
Mr. Burwell, in his address to the electors of the County of Middlesex,

at the next general election, boasts in having been instrumental, during this

session, in getting the above Act passed. He says :
&quot;By

the provision of

this law, of which I had the honor of being the mover, a County having a

population of 1000 souls, will return one member to the house, and a County

having 4000 souls, will return two, so that the County of Oxford, with

which we have heretofore been incorporated, will, this session, send its own

member, and the County of Middlesex one.&quot;

The eighth Parliament was from the 14th April, 1821, to the 19th

January, 1824.

This election was held July 8th, 1820.

The late Thomas Horner, Esq., was unanimously elected for the first

time, to serve during this Parliament. This election was held at &quot;The Old
Confield Place,&quot; East Oxford. Col. Bowen, Returning officer, and G. W.
Whitehead, Esq., Poll Clerk.

This Parliament did not serve out its full term of four years.

The ninth Parliament was from the 17th January, 1825, to the 7th May
1828.

Just previous to the general election, for the election of members to serve

in this Parliament, very great exertions were made to find in Oxford a suf

ficient population to entitle it to return, under the above quoted Act, two

members, which by dint of very great exertion they succeeded in doing, and
four or five over ! and Thomas Horner was returned for the second time, and
Col. Charles Ingersoll for the first time. G. W. Whitehead, Returning
Officer. Election held at &quot; Martin s old stand.&quot;

James Tracey was the unsuccessful candidate.

This Parliament appears to have served out its full term of four years.

The tenth Parliament was from the 20th March, 1829, to the 6th

March, 1830.

The election for a member for the County of Oxford for this Parliament
was held at Henry Carroll s, West Oxford, in the month of July, 1828.
Wm. Solomon, Esq., of Simcoe, was Returning officer, and Col. Horner,

Finley Malcolm, and Col. Ingersoll, were Candidates. The two former
were elected.

This Parliament was dissolved in consequence of the demise of George

The eleventh Parliament was from the 16th March, 1831, to the 6th

March, 1834.

The election for member for this Parliament was held at &quot;Martin s

Stand,&quot; in the fore part of the year 1831.
The Candidates were Charles Ingersoll, Charles Dimcombe, and Thomas
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Homer. The two former were elected. A vacancy occurred in 1832, by
the death of Mr. Ingersoll, and Mr. Homer was elected in his place.

The twelfth Parliament was from the 16th April, 1835, to the 20th

April, 1836.

The election for the County of Oxford to return members for this Parlia

ment was held at Ingersoll on the 6th day of October, 1834. James

Ingersoll, Esq., Returning Officer.

The Candidates were Dr. Charles Buncombe, nominated by Col. G. W.
Whitehead, and seconded by Oraha Fowler. Robert Allway, nominated by
Jacob Patrick, and seconded by Denton Burns

;
and Finley Malcolm, nom

inated by Charies Lates, and seconded by Levi Lawrance. The two former
were elected.

This Parliament only held two sessions, and was dissolved by Sir Francis
Bond Head.

The 13th Parliament was from the 4th March, 1837, to the 10th Feb.,
1840.

This election was held at &quot;Martin s Old Stand,&quot; in the fall of 1836. The
Candidates were Robert Allway, Charles Buncombe, G. W. Whitehead and
James Ingersoll. The two former were elected. John B. Askin, Esquire,

Returning Officer.

A vacancy occurred in consequence of Charles Buncombe having been

expelled from the house. This place was filled up by R. H. Hunter, whose
election was held during 1838, at Martin s Old Stand. Sheriff Hamilton
was Returning Officer, and Peter Carroll the unsuccessful Candidate.

The 1st Parliament from 1st July, 1841, to 9th Becember, 1843.

This was the first Parliament after the union of the Upper and Lower
Provinces.

The election for the County of Oxford to return a member to serve in

this Parliament, was held at the house of Mr. James Murray, blacksmith,

Woodstock, on the 1 5th day of March, 1841, James Ingersoll, returning
officer. The candidates were Francis Hincks, Esq., Editor of the Examiner

newspaper, Toronto City, and Peter Carroll, Esq., surveyor, then of West
Oxford. The poll was opened at the same place from Monday to Saturday

following the day of nomination. At the close of the poll on the first day
the votes were as follows: For Mr. Hincks, 43, and for Mr. Can-oil, 41.

The second day, for Mr. Carroll, 87, and for Mr. Hincks, 86; and on the

sixth and last day, for Mr. Hincks, 598
;
for Mr. Carroll, 567

; majority for

Mr. Hincks, 31.

Mr. Hincks, shortly after his election, was appointed Inspector General,
and was obliged in consequence, to vacate his seat and return for re-elec

tion. This election was held on what was then called the &quot; Court-House

square,&quot; upon hustings erected for that purpose, on the 14th day of July,
1842. John Seatcherd, Esq., Nissouri, returning officer. The candidates were
Hon. Francis Hincks and John Armstrong, Esq., then of Zorra. Mr. Arm
strong closed the poll on the third day, noon, at which time the votes were

for Mr. Hincks, 348, and for Mr. Armstrong, 130.
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The Parliament did not sit out its full term of four years, but was dis

solved by Lord Metcalfe in 1844.

During this Parliament, a new election law was passed, the principal fea

tures of which were the requiring of a poll to be opened in each Town

ship instead of, as hitherto, one for the whole County and simplifying the

the election oath.

The 2nd Parliament was from December 20th, 1844, to 28th JuJy,

1847.

The election for this Parliament was the first held under the provisions

of the new Election Act.

The nomination was held in the Court-House, Woodstock, on Friday,

the 18th day of Oct., 1844, Edward Merygokl, Esq., returning officer.

The candidates were Robt. Riddell, nominated by Mr. John McKay, of Zor-

ra, and seconded by Mr. John Galliford, of West Oxford
;
Hon. F. Hincks,

nominated by John Scatcherd, Esq., of Nissouri, and seconded by Mr. John

Youngs, of West Oxford; and Hon. Thos. Parke,* nominated by John

Hatch, Esq., of Woodstock, and seconded by Peter Carroll, Esq., of West

Oxford. The polls were opened in the several Townships on the Wednes

day and Thursday following, and stood at the close as follows :

RIDDELL. HINCKS.

East Zorra, ) ^05 IOR
West Zorra, \

East Oxford, 55 58

West Oxford, 48 63

North Oxford, 27 3

Blandford, 57 28

Nissouri, 71 68

Dereham, 25 40

Burford, 100 104

Norwich, 51 144

Blenheim, 69 72

Oakland, 14 34

Total, 742 722

This Parliament did not serve its full term of four years, but was dissolved

by Lord Elgin.

The 3rd Parliament was from 23rd March, 1848, to the 30th August,
1851.

The nomination for this election of a member for Oxford, to serve in

this Parliament, was held in the Court-House, Woodstcck, on Tuesday,
the 21st day of December, 1 848. John G. Vansittart, Esq., returning officer.

Polling days, Saturday, the 30th December, and Monday, the 1st January.
The candidates were Hon. F. Hincks, and Peter Carroll, Esq., of Hamilton.

* This gentleman did not come to a poll. He shortly afterwards publicly stated that his enly object
in becoming a candid* t* at all, wai to assist in Mr. Hincks defeat.



96 COUJSTY OF OXFOED ITS ELECTIONS,

As seen below, (1847) Mr. Hincks has a very large majority of votes, but
Mr. Can-oil was, by the returning officer, returned duly elected. We would
most willingly forbear any further attention to this election return, but
we must account for Mr. Carroll sitting in the House as member for Ox
ford. Previous to the dissolution, Mr. Hincks went to Europe and was
there when the dissolution took place, and until the elections were mostly
over. Mr. Hincks had taken the precaution, as a dissolution was anticipa

ted, to leave his qualification before he went, which qualification was sent

to Mr. T. S. Shenston, to be used in the event of an election before his re

turn. The friends of Mr, Hincks, to be prepared for any contingency, had
also lodged with Mr. Shenston the qualifications of two other gentlemen,
sworn to since the dissolution, either of which to be used in the event of

Mr. Hincks qualification being refused, and Mr. Shenston had these quali
fications in his pocket in the Court-House at the time the returning officer

asked for, received and accepted Mr. Hincks qualification. We have no
wish to display any feeling in a book of this nature, we will, therefore, only
add Mr. Vansittart s own letter, which he addressed to the clerk of the

Crown in Chancery, when he made his return :

&quot;

SIR, I have the honor to inform you that the election for the County of Ox
ford was yesterday brought to a close that being the day I named for declaring
the return. The candidates were Mr. Hincks and Mr. Carroll,* and the result

of the poll was, for Mr. Hincks, 813 votes; Mr, Carroll, 478 votes
; giving a

large majority for Mr. Hincks
;
but as that gentleman did not attend at the day

of nomination to make declaration of qualification as demanded, and no unavoid
able cause was shewn for his absence, and as the qualification handed to me by
his agent was dated long previous to the Writ for the Election, I deemed it my
duty to declare that he was ineligible, and votes recorded for him thrown away,
and therefore declared Mr. Carroll, having the next largest number of votes, duly
elected to represent this County in the ensuing Parliament.

&quot; I have the honor to be, Sir,

&quot; Your obedient servant,
&quot; J. G. VANSITTART,

&quot;

Returning Officerfor the Co. of Oxford&quot;

Mr. Carroll was unseated by a very large majority in the House, and
Mr. Vansittart, the returning officer, very severely reprimanded.

Mr. Hincks having again accepted the office of Inspector General, was

obliged to return for re-election. This election was held on hustings erected

in the Court-House yard, on Thursday, the 25th day of April, 1848, Jared

Vining, Esq., was returning officer. Mr. Hincks was nominated by Benj.

VanNorman, Esq., of Dereham, and seconded by Angus Monro, Esq., of

Zorra, and elected unanimously.
This Parliament sat out its full period of four years.

During this Parliament further amendments were made to the Electiono
Law, (12th Victoria, chap. 27 1849) by which the Sheriffs of the several

Counties, are ex-officio returning officers of their respective Counties, and

Township Clerks ex-officio deputy returning officers of their respective

* We do not think it necessary to allude to a third candidate as he was a youag man, whose exces
sive vanity was his only

&quot;

requisition,&quot; and who only received a. few votes in a few of the Townships.
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Townships. Polls to be open two days, from nine o clock in the forenoon

until five o clock in the afternoon.

1844. 1847.

RlUDELL. HlNCKS.

East Zorra, )
,

-
-, na

-r, 7 , rj \ 225 108
West Zorra, j

East Oxford, 55 58

West Oxford, 48 63

North Oxford, 27 3

Blandford, 57 28

Missouri, 71 68

Dereham, 25 40

Burford, 100 104

Norwich, 51 144

Blenheim, 69 72

Oakland, 14 34

Total, 742 722 879 583

The 4th Parliament is the present one. The first session is to meet on

the 19th of August of the present year.
The nomination was held in front of the Court-House, Woodstock, on

Tuesday, the loth day of November, 1851, and the polling days, Tuesday
and Wednesday, the 2nd and 3rd of December. James Carroll, Esq., Sheriff,

returning officer. The candidates were Hon. F. Hincks, and John G. Van-o 7

sittart, Esq. The former was nominated by Benj. VanNorman, Esq., of

Dereham, and seconded by Eliakim Malcolm, Esq., of Oakland
;
and the

latter was nominated by John Jackson, Esq,, of Blenheim, and seconded by
Capt. Cameron, of Nissouri. At the close of the poll, the votes stood as

follows, 1851:

1844. 1847. 1851.

TOWNSHIPS. RIDDELL. HINCKS. HINCKS. CARROLL. HINCKS. VANSITTART.
Zorra East,) -

10fi
78 45 120 123

Zorra West, f 125 37 128 139
East Oxford, ...55 58 79 42 96 130
West Oxford,... 48 63 76 55 115 72
North Oxford,.. 27 3 17 28 18 44

Blandford, 57 28 36 49 42 88

Nissouri, 71 68 99 62 88 104

Dereham, 25 40 48 11 114 97

Burford, 100 104 123 102 192 158

Norwich, 51 144 76 40 242 105

Blenheim, 69 72 92 42 77 145

Oakland, 14 34 40 20 67 15

Totals, 742 722 879 533 1299 1220

Majorities, 20 346 79

M
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ITS AGKICULTUEAL SOCIETY.

&quot;THE Agricultural Society for the County of Oxford,&quot; was established

20th day of January, 1836. The following will show the date of each

Annual Show, amount of Government grant, Presidents, Secretaries and

Treasurers, since its establishment up to the present date :

The Society has been organized under the new Act, 14th and 15th Vic

toria, chapter 127. The first meeting was held at Matson s Hotel, Febru

ary, 1852, when were elected: John Barwick, Esq., President; Thomas

Cottle and Henry Hunting-ford, Esqs., Vice Presidents; Joseph Peers, Se

cretary and Treasurer; James Scarff, Benj. Clark, F. Welford, H. P.

Brown, and James McCallum, Directors.
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COUNTY OF OXFORD :

ITS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY.

The Horticultural Society was established and formed at a public meeting
held in Mr. Goodwin s school-house on Monday the 2nd day of April of the

present year, at which meeting the following officers were appointed:
Thomas J. Cottell, Esq., President; Wm. Grey, Vice-President

;
James

Laycock, Esq., Secretary & Treasurer
;
and Messrs. Geo. Alexander, James

Campbell, Dr. Watt, and Dr. Turquand a committee. Entrance fee, 5s.

The first &quot;show&quot; was held at the house of the President, on Tuesday, the

6th day of July. The following is part of the report of the
&quot;show,&quot;

which
we clip from the Weste? n Progress :

&quot; The first show for the season, of the Oxford Horticultural Society, took place
as previously announced, at Altadore, the residence of T. J. Cottle, Esq., on Tues

day last. The quantity of flowers and vegetables was but small, but the quality
of both were equal to or exceeded, what could be expected on a first exhibition.

An Orange tree and an Aloe from Mrs. Barwick s, from their singularity and no-

volty, attracted considerable attention. If the quantity of flowers was smaller
than was expected, the lovely situation of Altadore its ample verandah, its lawn,
its flower beds and borders, and its shrubberies, were sufficiently interesting of

themselves, to attract the attention and admiration of the numerous visitors.
&quot; The Horticultural Society and the public arc under great obligations to Mr.

Cottle, for the voluntary offer of such an excellent and unequalled site for the

show, as well as to his liberal, courteous and generous hospitality.
&quot; The following is a list of prizes awarded :

&quot; Best two quarts of Peas, Mrs. Hugh Barwick.
Best two quarts of early Potatoes, Dr. Watt.
Best six stalks of Rhubarb, Mrs. Keast.

Best six Lettuces, Mrs. Hugh Barwick.
Best pint of Strawberries, Mrs. Cottle.

Best pint of Gosseberries, Mrs. H. Barwick.
Best pint of Cherries, Mrs. Hugh Barwick.
Best dozen Onions, Mrs. Hugh Barwick.
Best four varieties of Roses, Mr. James Laycock.
Best six Pinks, Mrs. Hugh Barwick.
Best twelve trusses of Sweetwilliams, Mr. Grey.
Best Geranium, Mrs. Cottle.

Best two Fuschias, Mrs. Cottle.&quot;

We clip the following from the Western Progress of Oct. 7, 1852:
&quot; The exhibition of the horticultural productions of the members of the Coun

ty of Oxford Horticultural Society?
was held on Thursday last, in the new build

ing belonging to the Agricultural Society. The show of fruits, particularly ap
ples, pears, and plums, excited universal admiration. There were some fine to

matoes and capsicums, as well as an assortment of cabbages, melons, parsnips,
onions, beets, &c.,

&quot; The following is a list of the prizes :

Best six Hollyhocks, Rev. F. Fouquiere.
Best two Fuschias, Mrs. J. G. Vansittart.

Best three Cabbages, Mrs. H. C. Barwick,
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Best six roots Celery, Mrs. H. C. Barwick.
Best six Garden Carrots, do.

Best six Parsnips, do.

Best twelve White Graden Turnips, do.

Best three Blood Beets, do.

Best three Brocoli, do.

Best six Tomatoes, Mrs. Mills.

Best six Capsicums, E. Wetherell, Esq.
Best twelve Dessert Fall Apples, T. Cottle.

2nd do. do. do. Mrs. Keast.

Best twelve Winter Apples, Mrs. Keast.

2nd do. do. do. T. Cottle, Esq.
Best assorted Apples, three of each, Mrs. Murray.
Best six Fall Pears, Mrs. Keast.
Best six Winter Pears, do.

Best twelve Plums, Mr. James Layeock.
Best eighteen Plums, variety, three of each, M$s. Keast.
Best three clusters of Grapes, Mr. W. Grey.
Best three Cauliflowers, Mr. Elwes.&quot;

COUNTY OF OXFORD :

ITS BUILDING SOCIETIES-
&quot; BROCK DISTRICT BUILDING SOCIETY,&quot; established and constituted, 20th

January, 1847: 160 shares 100 per share.

FIRST BOARD OF DIRECTORS I

H. C. Barwick, President; James Layeock, Vice-President. James Scarff,

W. H. Landon, Win. Grey, Geo. Strachan, Andrew Smith and William

Light. D. J. Hughs, Secretary & Treasurer,

THE PRESENT BOARD OF DIRECTORS I

H. C. Barwick, President; James Layeock, Vice-President. James Scarif,

Andrew Smith, W. Wilson, Jas. Simpson, and Richard Rawlings. John

Grey, Secretary & Treasurer.

Office next door to the Post Office, Woodstock.
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COUNTY OF OXFORD BUILDING SOCIETY.

This Society was formed Oct. 24th, 1851. Shares 100 each. Entrance

fee, 5s. Subscription 10s. per month. Management fee, 5s. per annum.

Agents, D. Matheson, Esq., Embro ;
J. Galliford, Esq. Ingersoll ;

W. Hook,
Esq., Beachville, Mr. Jacab H.Carnoby, Norwichville, James N.Williamson,

Esq., Canning, and Mr. Henry Lyman, Scotland. About 300 shares lire

taken up, and the Society is in a fair way to become a useful one. No state

ments of the affairs of the Society have as yet been published.

THE PRESENT BOARD OF DIRECTORS ARE I

David S. McQueen, President; Hugh C. Barwick, Vice-President, James

Laycock, Andrew Smith, James Ingersoll, G. W. Whitehead, John Douglass,
H. P. Brown, and John Robert Shaw

;
John Grey, Secretary & Treasurer.

Office next door east of the P. Office.

&quot;FARMER & MECHANICS BUILDING SOCIETY OF THE COUNTY OF OXFORD/

This Society was formed Oct., 1850.

James Ingersoll, President
; Joseph Beattie, Vice-President

;
G. W.

Whitehead, Win. Grey, John E. Tisdale, R. H. Cummings, John Jackson,
D. Matheson, John J. McKenzie; Hugh Richardson, Solicitor; John Gor

don, Secretary & Treasurer. 500 shares at 25 each; 2s 6d. per month.

t.-
At the end of the past year the amount of instalments paid in was
713 15s. Bonuses realized on shares sold, 602 9s. 4d. Interest on

Mortgages, 28 12s. Fines paid, 12 10s. 5d. Amount paid on one

share, l 13s. Arrearages due, 67 7s. 3d. Present value of one share
2 17s. Id.

COUNTY OF OXFORD:

ITS MILITIA OFFICERS, &C.

The first militia appointment made in the County of Oxford which we can
find is that of the late Thomas Horner, Esq., who was appointed Captain
22nd March, 1798, and on the 16th day of June, 1806, Deputy Lieutenant*
of the County of Oxford. From that date to 1824 we have not been able

to gather any lists which can be relied upon. In 1824,f we find that the

following were the officers of the Oxford Militia: Col., Thos. Horner;
Lieut.- Colonel, C. Ingersoll; Major, Sykes Townley; Captains, Henry
Carroll, J. H. Throckmorton, James Carroll, John Kelly, Daniel Brown, and

This officer, we believe, was the second in command, and ranked as Lieut. Colonel.
T At this period there were 695 militia-men, between the agei of 16 and 60, in the County of Oxford
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Robt. Allway ;
Lieuts. Abner Decow, Wm. Reynolds, Geo. Niekolds, Calvin

Martin. Henry Daniel, Hugh Malcolm, Thos. Ingersoll, Calvin McNill, Alex.

McGreger, and Wm. Land
; Ensigns, Peter Martin, Joseph Woodrow, Wm.

O Brien, Arch. Burtch, James Ingersoll, W. Underwood, Elie Withees,
Wm. Uran, Lenord Kern, and S. Williams

; Adjutant, Jacob Goble.

In 1829 there were 680 militia-men in the County of Oxford, between

the ages of 19 and 39, which were divided as follows:

Captain Henry Daniels, Blenhein and Burford, 64 men.
&quot; Daniel Brown, Oakland, 53 &quot;

John Kelly, Norwich, 80 &quot;

Henry Carroll, East and West Oxford, 58 &quot;

&quot; Robert Allway, Zorra, 115 &quot;

G. W. Whitehead, Burford, 64 &quot;

&quot; James Throgmorton, Norwich, 70 &quot;

James Can-oil, West Oxford, 33 &quot;

*
. John Stephens, Nissouri, 76 &quot;

&quot; B. B. Bingham, N. Oxford, 66

We had prepared a list shewing the date at which each person received

his first appointment, but we are obliged to suppress them for want of room,

and must content ourselves with copying the return made in 1839, and a

list received from the Deputy Adjutant General, 1st June, 1852.

FIRST REGIMENT OXFORD.
NORWICH AND DEREHAM.

Col. B. Brigham, February 8, 1838, |
Lieut. Col.W. Breasley, Feb. 8, 1838,

Major James Carroll, July 3, 1838.

SECOND REGIMENT OXFORD.

BLENHEIM, BLANFORD AND WOODSTOCK.

Col. A. W. Light, Jan y 19, 1838,
Lieut. Col. P. Graham Feb. 8, 1838,

Major C. Beale, April 23, 1838,

Captain J. Gibson, Jan. 19, 1838,
&quot; Ed. Deedes,

&quot;

&quot; John Jackson,
&quot; &quot;

&quot; D.Burnes, &quot; &quot;

&quot; H. Chambers, &quot;

&quot; M. Johnston, April 25, 1838,
&quot; R. H. Place, Sept. 23, 1838,
&quot; IL McGregor,

&quot;
&quot;

&quot;

Elijah Nelfis,
&quot; Wm. Merygold,&quot;

Lieutenant J. Rouviere, Jan. 19, 1838,

Henry Jb mkle,
&quot; &quot;

u

LieutenantW. S. Light, Jan 19, 1838,
Jacob Choat,

&quot; &quot;

Wm. Carroll,
&quot; &quot;

Robt. Deedes,
&quot;

Henry Finkle,
&quot;

H. de Blaquire,
&quot;

P. Graham, jr., Sep. 27,
&quot;

&quot; Wm. Lawson,
&quot; &quot;

C. Beard,
&quot; &quot;

&quot; F. Groves,

Ensign George Cazlett, Jan. 19, 1838,
&quot; Alex. Light,

Wm. Burtch,
&quot; J. Reynolds,

( U
(I

tk ti

Adjutant Hugh Chambers, January 19, 1838.

THIRD REGIMENT OXFORD.
TOWNSHIP OF ZORRA.

Col. James Berwick, Jan. 20, 1838, |
Lieut.Col. P.B.deBlaqnire, Ap. 25 1816.
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Major Edward Buller, July 7, 1838,

Capt. Henry Vansittart, Jan. 20, 1838,
&quot; David Bott,

&quot;

J. Dobson,
&quot;

Wm. McKay,
R. McDonald, Sept. 21,
H. C. Barwick,

&quot;

Alex. Murray, Jan. 30,
&quot;

Lieut. Wm. McCauley, Jan. 20,
&quot; J. Sutherland,
&quot; J. Watson,

&quot;

&quot;

&quot;

&quot;

&quot;

u
&amp;lt;t

u

Lieut. J. Barwick, January 20, 1838,
&quot; W. Murray, Sept. 27,

&quot;

&quot; James Lewis,
&quot; &quot;

&quot; Wm. Lapenotiere,
&quot; &quot;

Robert Campbell, Jan. 30,
Alex. Gordon,

&quot; &quot;

Ensign J. Griffith, January 20,
&quot;

&quot; James McDonald, &quot; &quot;

&quot; Wm. Fraser,jr.,Sept. 27,
&quot;

Wm. Campbell, Jan. 30,
&quot;

&quot; A. McKay,

&quot;

&quot;

u
J *

Quarter Master, William Lapenotiere, January 30, 1838

FOURTH REGIMENT OXFORD.
BURFORD AND OAKLAND.

Col. James Winniet, Feb y 28, 1838,

Lt.-Col.G.W.Whitehead,Feb8,
&quot;

Major John Weir, &quot; &quot;

Capt. C. S. Purley, April 23,
&quot; Z. Bailey,

&quot;

&quot; J. Brown, &quot;

&quot; John Moore,
&quot;

&quot; A. Holston,
&quot;

&quot; Caleb Merritt,
G. McDonald, April 23, 1838,
W. D. Taylor,

&quot;

Lieut. W. B. Aubigny,
&quot;

&quot; W. Whitehead, &quot;

&quot;

a

u
K

(i

(

c;

&quot;

&quot;

&quot;

&quot;

u

u

t

a

Lieut. Charles Patrick, Jan. 30, 1838,
&quot; J. Longbourne, April 23,

&quot;

J. Smith,
A. Cameron,
Robt. Weir,
Wm. Utton,

&quot;

Ensign J. R. McDonald,&quot;

Abner Gresney,
&quot;

Wm. Kirby,
&quot;

Jer. Cowell,
&quot;

B. G. Tisdale,
&quot;

C. M. Ives,
&quot;

Wm. Smilley,
&quot;

u

;t

M

4..

Ensign W. D. Bowen, April 23rd, 1838.

FIFTH REGIMENT OXFORD.
NISSOURI EAST, WEST AND NORTH OXFORD.

Col. W. Holcroft, February 8, 1838, Lieut. J. Stewart,
Lieut. Col. R. R. Hunter,

&quot; &quot;

a

u

Major James Ingersoll,
&quot;

Capt. George Chambers, Nov. 8,
&quot; T. Ingersoll,

&quot;

G. W. Marsh, January 19,

Capt. Robt. Cameron, Jan. 20,
&quot;

&quot; Edward Burton, March 8,
&quot;

&quot; W. Yale,
&quot; J. Daly,

&quot;

4&amp;lt; J. Baker, &quot;

11 Thomas Peacock, Jan. 31,
&quot;

&quot; R. Garnett,
Lieut. T. Holcroft, Nov. 6,

&quot; C. Marygold,
&quot;

C. Canfleld,
&quot;

&quot; Ed. Haycock,
&quot;

&quot; J. W. Marsh,

&amp;lt;(

a

it

it

ti

&amp;lt;;

Nov. 6, 1838.
&amp;lt;( U

&amp;lt;(

&quot;

D. Cronk,
&quot; C. de Blaquire,
&quot;

Boyle Travers,
William Withers, Jan. 30,

&quot;

John Phalen, &quot;

&quot;

Henry Crotty,
&quot; &quot;

Ensign J. Dundas, November 8,
&quot;

&quot; E. Marygold,
&quot;

E. Mclntyre,
&quot; James Nichol,

A. Carroll,
G. W. Burton,
R, Reynolds,
L. R. Marsh, Jan. 30, 1839.

&quot; P. H. Bowman, &quot; &quot;

&quot; S. Eakins,

Adjt. J. Barker, Nov. 8, 1838.

u

&amp;lt;(

&amp;lt;(

(C

II

u

u

it

&amp;lt;

i&amp;lt;

CAVALRY.
Capt. Peter Carroll, Nov. 8, 1838. I Lieut. W. L. Carroll, April 25, 1838,

Cornet J. Reynolds, April 23, 1838.
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LIST OF OFFICERS IN THE

OXFOED BATTALIOKS OF MILITIA.

IST JUNE, 1852.

NORWICH IST BATTALION OXFORD.

RANK. NAMES. DATE OF RANK.

Lieut. Colonel,

Major,

Captain,

Thomas Wallace, May 9, 1851,

a

it

Lieutenant,

Ensign,

Adjutant,

Joseph Agar,
William B. Searls,

John G. Carroll,

May 26, 1847,
June 2, 1848,

a a

John G. Carroll,

BLANDFORD & EAST OXFORD 2ND BATTALION OXFORD.

May 9, 1851,Lieut. Colonel,

Major,

Captain,
it

ti

Lieutenants,
u

u

u

Ensign,

u

Adjutant,

Dep. Adjutant,

Sergeant,

AssistantSerg t,

James Carrol,

William Light,

Henry Finkle,

John Barwick,
William Lapenotiere,
Nelson Bendyshe,

George G. Walter,
Robert A. Cummings,
James Murray,
John S. Barwick,
William Grey,
John Stevens,

Reuben H. Burtch,
John Stevens,
WT

alter Jones,

John Turquand,

George Beard,

tt

June 11, 1847,

May 5, 1848,
U it

June 11, 1847,
U It

u

tl

u

It

It

t.

tl

tl

u

tl

u

tl

u

u

June 11, 1847,

u ti

ZORRA EAST & WEST SRD

Lieut. Colonel,

Major,

Captain,

it

u

Lieutenants,
it

n

R, Riddel],

Henry &quot;Vansittart,

John D. Dent,
William McKay,
Henry de Blaquire,
James McKnight,
John Sutherland,

William Wethers,
Robert Campbell,

BATTALION OXFORD.
November 5, 1846,

May 12, 1847,
u

a

u

u

tl

tt

tl

II

u

u

u

u

II
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RANK.

Ensign,
Adjutant,

NAMES.

Charles C. Cody,
G. V. Bodwell,

DATE OF RANK.

March 22, 1850.
&quot; u

BLENHEIM ?TH BATTALION OXFORD.
Lieut. Colonel,

Major,
Captain,

(

Lieutenant,
u

it

it

Ensigns,

u

cc

Edmund Deedes,

&amp;lt;&amp;lt;

&amp;lt;C

Augusts, 1851,

Jeremiah Cowan,
Matthew H. Martin,
Edward Bouchier,
John D. Hughson,
Jabez Campbell,
William Slawson,
Aaron Clark,
James Fritch,
James Kennedy,
John Thompson,
Gabriel L. Purdy,
William Heiser,
William Dickson,

George Louthain,
Thomas Daniels,
William Pinkham,
Thomas Cowan,
Thoma? Thompson,
Andrew McEwen,
David Bastido,

D. Macdonell, Lieut. Colonel, Deputy Adjutant General Militia.

September 20, 1848,
June 6, 1851,

January 31,1850,

&amp;lt;4

(t

U

a

tt

u

(

(

it

u

((

u

II

u

tt

u
it

Lieut. Colonel,

Major,

Captain,

NISSOURI STII BATTALION OXFORD.
September 20, 1848,

June 8, 1849,
&amp;lt;

&amp;lt;(

Lieutenant,

U

u

Ensigns,
K

ft

John Scatcherd,
None Battalion divided,

Robert Camreon,
William Harding,
Francis Bowers, jr.,

Wilber Vining,
John Tay,
George Scott,
Dennis Horseman,
Joseph Scatcherd,
John Scatcherd,
William Gaines,

Joseph Uran,
James Evans,
James Tomlinson,

Hugh McDiarmid,
James Baines,
William McDiarmid,
Nelson Sweazie,

Angus Shaw,
James Page, jr.,

William Logan, jr.,

William Bailey, jr.,

Isaac Johnson,

Christopher Mclntosh,

&amp;lt;i

&amp;lt;c u

&amp;lt;c

(t

(I

(C

&amp;lt;t

u

it

It

&amp;lt;(

U

a

u

a



COUNTY OF OXFORD-ITS REGISTRY OFFICE.

THE first Registry Act was passed August 10th, 1795, (35th Geo. Ill,

chap. 5,) by which it was provided,
&quot; That there shall be established in each

an every County of this Province, wherein it may be deemed for the pre
sent necessary, and as often as occasion may require within others, an office

for the enregistering of memorials of all deeds and instruments by which
lands within the same shall be transferred or disposed of.&quot;

It was considered
&quot;necessary&quot;

to establish one such office for the

Counties of Oxford and Middlesex in 1800, and the late Thomas Horner,

Esq., was appointed to it on the first day of June, in that year, and the

office was kept in his house in the Township of Burford. The first deed

recorded was on November 4th, 1800, of a lot in Burford; the second,

January 2d, 1801, Lot 6, Concession 2, West Oxford, from Thomas Dex
ter and wife to Luther Hoskins; the third, on the same day, blocks 6, 9,

and 13 of Norwich, from Mr. Wilcox, of York, to John Grey of Montreal.

These three were the only deeds recorded the first year, the fees of which
amounted to 1 18s. 9d. In 1830, the fees amounted to 56; in 1832,
to 102 10s.

Mahlon Burwell, Esq., was appointed Registrar of the County of Middle

sex, in (about) 1818, to whom Mr. Horner gave up the book of that

County, up to that time held by him.

Mr. Horner held the appointment up to the time of his death, which

happened on the 4th August, 1834. James Ingersoll, Esq., the present

incumbent, was appointed November 12th, 1834, and removed the office to

the Village of Ingersoll, where the office was held until 1847, when,

through the exertions of Mr. T. S. Shenston in the District Council, it was re

moved to Woodstock, to the building it now occupies, which was built by
Messrs. White & Dixon, at a cost of 250.

COUNTY OP OXFORD-ITS DIVISION COURTS.
No. 1 comprises the Town of Woodstock and the Townships of Bland-

ford and East Oxford, and that portion of North Oxford east of Lot No.

18, extending from the Governor s Road to the River Thames, and that

portion of West Oxford south-east of Karne s Road, &quot;leading
from the

Thames to the old stage road, thence easterly along the old stage road to

the the easterly limit of the said Township. Courts held in the Court-

House, Woodstock. G. W. Whitehead, Esq., Clerk.

No. 2 comprises the Township of Blenheim. Courts held at Fritch s Inn,
5th Con. John Jackson, Esq., Clerk.

No. 3 comprises the Townships of West Zorra and East Nissouri.

Courts held in the Village of Embro . Donald Matheson, Esq., Clerk.



112 COUNTY OF OXFORD SOME OF ITS FIEES.

No. 4 comprises the Township of Norwich. Courts held in Norwich-
ville. J. H. Carnaby, Clerk.

No. 5
comprises

the Village of Ingersoll and the Township of Dereham,
and that portion of the Townships of North Oxford and West Oxford that
is not included in No. 1.

COUNTY OF OXFOKD-SOME OF ITS FIRES.

1838, April. Mr. Slater s harness shop, situated where Mr. Scarff s car

riage shop now is, just west of the Progress office.

1841, July 1. A frame building of Mr. Abraham Sudsworth s situated

just behind his present building, opposite the -

Rising Sun.&quot;

1842, November 24. Mr. William Gray s frame tavern, gutted; situated

where the &quot;

Royal Pavilion&quot; now stands.

|&amp;gt;&amp;lt;

1845, Sept cj
12. Mr. Andrew Smith s brick store-house and the goods

therein, situate just behind the store now occupied by H. L. Turner, West
Woodstock.

1848. T. S. Shenston s dwelling-house and Saddler s shop, situated just
east of the store occupied by R. H. Burtch. Mr. Shenston s two brick

houses, (one now occupied by R. H. Burtch, and the other by Mr. C. C.

Carryers,) gutted, and the western brick house of ^
Elgin Buildings&quot; owned

by A. Burtch, Esq., completely destroyed, with the exception of the walls.

1848, May 5. The houses of the Rev. VV. H. London, occupied by
himself, and R. H. Burck & Co., as a tin shop, just east of the house of Mr.
James Kintrea. Also, the house of Mr. James Simpson, occupied by him
self and Mr. James Kintrea, situated where Mr. Kintrea s brick house now
stands.

1849, January 10. Mr. Smith s tavern, Embro .

1849, February 5. Dennis Horseman s barns and out buildings, Nis-

ouri.

1849, February 14. Mr. Wm. Goble s cooper shop, Blenheim.

1849, May 9. Mr. James Bairs house, occupied by Mr. John Barnes,
cituated in Woodstock, just behind the Post Office.

t9, November 8. John A. Tidv s grist mill, Norwich.
/

0, April 22. Mr. Thomas Frazer s blacksmith shop and a number
of other b = , 3 situated upon the vacant corner opposite Mr. Sudsworth s.

1851, Maix 71. The house occupied by Mr. Matthew Youngs, mer

chant, Vansittaiu ..ireet.

1851, May 8. The &quot;Royal Oak&quot; Hotel and three buildings east of it.

situated on the corner of Dundas and Vansittart streets.

1851, September 30th. Mr. John Brooks dwelling house and shoe shop,
and Mr. Bell s grocery, situated just east of Mr. Wm. Idale s.

1851, October 6. Mr. John Sutherland s barn and grain, West Zorra.

1851, December 19. Mr. Daniel Webster s dry goods store, and Mr
Barr s tin shop, situated in Norwichville
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1852, March 16. &quot;The Woodstock, Hotel&quot; occupied by Mr. Elijah

Mateon, and owned by Mrs. Love, situated in East Woodstock, where the

brick &quot; Woodstock Hotel&quot; now stands.

1852, February 2. T. H. Arnold s saw mill, Blenheim.

1852. Mr. Overholt s brick tavern, situated on the Plank Road, about

six miles east of Woodstock.

1852, September 8. H. P. Brown & Co. s foundry, situated just west

of the Post Office.

House of Mr. Walter Jones, situated in Zorra, on Friday, the 1st day of

Octaber, 1852.

BOARD OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.
UNDER the authority of the 13th and 14th Victoria, chap. 48, sec. 2 8, first

meeting of the Board was held in the Court-House at Woodstock, on

Thursday, the 14th day of November, 1850, pursuant to official public no

tice of the Chief Superintendent, dated October 8th, 1850. By the said

section, the several local superintendents of the County together with the

trustees of the Grammar Schools in the County, formed such Board.

THE BOARD.
Rev. Wm. Bettridgc, B. D., Chauman; T. S. Shenston, Clerk. Trustees

County of Oxford Grammar School, Rev. G. Murray, Robert Wallace,

Donald McKenzie, Henry Reveil, A. M., and Edmund Deedes, Robt. Rid

del, C. E. Chadwick, Dennis Horseman, and John McDonald, Esquires, and

the locdl superintendents.

FIRST CLASS TEACHERS, FIRST YEAR 1851.

Female Mary A. Walkingshaw, Margaret M. Lakeman, Amanda King,
and Louisa Sovereign.

Male Christopher Goodwin, Timothy Topping, John McCaffrey, John
ston Heuston, James Fitzgerald, Oliver Olmstead, Henry Izard, George
McKay, and Win. Johnston.

SECOND CLASS.

Six Female and forty Male Teachers.

THIRD CLASS.

Twenty-seven Females and fifiy-four Males.

FIRST CLASS, SECOND YEAR 1852.
Female Mary Ann Cowan, M. A. Walkinshaw, Mary M. Lakeman, and

Adelaide King.
Male C. Goodwin, Henry Izard, Wm. Coulton, Alex. Robbe, James

Izard, Geo. McKay, Oliver Olmstead, John Kennedy, Isaac Middleton,
William Williams, Geo. W. Evans, Thos. J. Russel, Isaac Crane, and Robt,

Campbell.
SECOND CLASS.

Five Females and fifty-eight Males.

THIRD CLASS.

Twenty-three Females and twenty-one Males.



RECAPITULATION OF COUNTY PRODUCE OF EACH CENSUS, ETC., ETC.

OFFICERS OF BROCK DISTRICT AND OXFORD COUNTY COUNCILS.

* In 1842 no returns of the number of acres were made.
t The potato crop of this present year is good compared with last.



TOWN OF WOODSTOCK.

THIS town was erected under the authority of the 12th Victoria, chap. 81,

sec. 55, by Proclamation, bearing date 27th September, 1850, to take force

and effect on the following 1st day of January. Its limits are defined as

follows :

&quot; Commencing on the northerly limit of Dundas street, at a point where a post
has been planted at the south-west angle of Lot, No. 18, in the first concession of

the township of Blandford ;
thence in a northerly direction along the Western

boundary of the said lot, to the allowance for road between the first and second

concession of the said township of Blandford ; thence continuing the same course

to the northerly limit of the said road allowance
;
thence westerly along the said

northern limit, to the river Thames
;

thence in continuation of the last mention
ed course, across the said river to the waters edge on the westerly bank thereof,
to a point opposite the southerly bank of Cedar Creek ;

thence along the waters

edge of Cedar Creek on the southern side thereof to the eastern limit of the allow

ance for road between Lot No. 21, in the 1st concession of the Township of East
Oxford and the Gore between East and. West Oxford

;
thence southerly, along

the said eastern limit to the southern limit of the allowance for road between the

first and second concessions of the said township of East Oxford
;
thence easterly

along the said southern limit, to a point opposite to the centre of Lot No. 18. in

the first concession of the said township ;
thence on a line equi distant from the

eastern and western side lines of the said Lot No. 18, on a course about north
15 40 m. west to Dundas street

; thence continuing the same course to the

northern limit of Dundas street
;
and thence westerly along the northern limit of

Dundas street to the place of beginning.&quot;

The town of Woodstock was long called the &quot;Town Plot.&quot; How it came

by that name we have not been able to find out by any official document.
We clip the following from the Woodstock Herald of January 11, 1844 :

&quot; Twelve years ago the present site of Woodstock was, with the exception of
two or three houses, a wilderness, and two years later than that there was no
village, and within the present limits there was but one ill supplied tavern, and
one 8mall store similarly circumstanced. It was the western part of the town
that was originally laid out as the &quot;Town Plot,&quot; by Governor Simcoe,* many
years ago ;

but Captain Drew having laid out his property at what now constitutes
the east end, in village lote. nnd built the Episcopal Church, the village began to

grow in that quarter first. At this time, the County of Oxford, now constituting
the Brock District, formed part of the London District. The &quot;Town Plot,&quot; how
ever, in course of time also commenced growing, and in 1835 or 1836 an applica
tion to Parliament to set of the County as a separate District was made. Two
years ago the limits of the town were extended, and they now comprehend both
ends, east and west, which are rapidly joining each other &quot;

It was partly surveyed by Mr. Reinham, in the year 1833. The &quot;Park

Lots,
1

by Peter Carroll, Esq., in 1834, and by Mr. 0. Bartley in 1844.
The first town Lots sold by the Government, were No. 2, Winnet street,

and Nos. 1 & 2, Givens street. They were sold to Mary Hallock, April
25th, 1836.

Governor Simcoe was Governor of the Province from 1792 to !?!&amp;gt;.
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The next sold were Nos. 1 to 15, on the east side of Yeo street, and Nos.
1 to 15 on the west side of Yeo street, and Nos. 1 to 7, east side of Bexley
street. The Rev. Wm. Betteridge, B. D., was the purchaser, on the 31st

April, 1836.

The next was purchased by Abraham Sudsworth, on the 27th May,
1836, being No. 1, Riddell street, and No. 1, Graham street. On the same

day Mr. Nath. Hill purchased No. 1, Light street, and No. 1, Vansittart-

street, and Mr. Wm. Clark, No. 1, Vansittart street, and No. 1, Delatre-

street.

According to the Assessors return there are only 1167 acres of laud

within the limits of Woodstock, not including the public lands, (about 20

acres,) whereas, according to our rough estimate, it comprises about 1600
acres. Lots Nos. 21, 20, 19, and west half of 18 of the township of East

Oxford, contain 700 acres; Lots Nos. 19, 20, and 21, of the township of

Blandford, contain 600 acres, and the piece of land lying between Cedar
creek and the river Thames, west of the above, about 300 acres, being 433
acres more. This discrepancy we account in part for as follows : By the

13th & 14th Victoria, chap. 67, (
The Assessment Act) sec. 13, it is provi

ded, &quot;That the yearly value aforesaid of real property in towns, shall be the

real rack-rent or full yearly value thereof, for each separate tenement ; except
that if more than a ^ acre of land be attached to any house, the overplus
shall be held to be vacant ground, &amp;lt;fcc.&quot; A large portion of the houses in

Woodstock have only, or less than, a quarter of an acre, consequently would
be assessed for no land.

Up to 1845 the limits of Woodstock embraced only that portion of what
is now the town, which lies north of Dundas street and west of Riddell st.

the street upon which Mr Scarff s shops are built.

The town was first defined by Act of Parliament in 1845, (4th & 5th

Victoria, chap. 70,) by which the limits were defined precisely as they are

now, with the exception of the southern half of the eastern boundary.
At a public meeting held at the &quot;

Royal Pavilion&quot; Hotel, on Saturday,

July 6, 1850. It was, on motion of Mr. Shenston, resolved to add the

west half of Lot No. 18, in the 1st Concession of East Oxford to the town
;

and Messrs. Finkle, Shenston, Brown, Douglas, Whitehead, Grey, and

Beattie were appointed a committee to draft a petition in accordance with

such resolution.

The prayer of the petition was granted, as can be seen by a glance at the

map or the copy of proclamation on the foregoing page.
In 1812, Lot No. 18, 1st. Con, East Oxford, (the west half of which

forms a part of Woodstock) was owned and occupied by Mr. Zacharias

Burtch* of which 30 acres were cleared and upon which a log house was

erected about twelve years previous the first one built in the neighbor
hood of Woodstock. Mr. Burtch and sons cleared the lot themselves.

In 1812, Lot No. 19, was owned and occupied by the present occupant
Arch. Burtch, Esq., and of which 6 acres were then cleared. Mr. Burtch,

cleared the remainder himself, with the exception of a &quot; small slip at the

North East Corner of the lot which was cleared by Mr. Sam. Tree, Senr.

* Father of Arch. Bnrtch, Esq., of Woodstock.
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In 1812, Lot No. 20, was owned and occupied by Mr. Levi Babbitt who

had, at that time 10 acres cleared. He sold out in 1820, to the present
owner and occupier, John Hatch, Esq., at which time were 20 acres cleared.

In 1812, Lot No. 21, was unoccupied. and entirely wild. In 1817 Mr.

Win. Leeple
&quot;

squatted
&quot;

upon it and &quot; slashed
&quot;

about ten acres, in the

neighbourhood of the &quot;

Royal Pavillion
&quot; and Mr. Henry Chase a few acres

about the &quot;

Rising Sun.&quot; L. H. Perry, Esq., the present occupier a owner

purchased of Mr. Teeple his &quot;betterments&quot; and moved on it in 1819.

That portion of Woodstock what is in Blandford was cleared by Nath.

Hill, Senr., Francis Babbitt, Barrowclough, Lamport,
Dibble.

The Clerk of the Peace for some reason, always made a separate roll for

what he called the &quot; town of Woodstock,* which embraced only the North

of Dundas Street. The census of 1848, taken under him, were taken in the

same manner, consequently in that year Woodstock was represented with a

population of only 994, and each official report, since issued by the Govern

ment, gives the same number.

In May 1844, the late Mr. George Menzies, editor of the late Woodstock

Herald, took the census of the town for the satisfaction of the readers of his

paper, by which the pupulation was 950, and the number of houses 160.

In Nov, 1845 the same gentleman made another return, in which the

population was, Males 5*70, females 515. Total 1,085. And the number
of houses 200. And adds &quot; we may here observe, that when we took the

census before, there was a number of people boarding in town, then engaged
on the Macadamized Road, since finished, who do not now live here at all.

When we saw Woodstock first, about ten years ago, it was a very paltry

village indeed or rather a few straggling houses at very unsocial intervals.&quot;

By the last census return the population was males 1103, females 1009.

Total 2,112. Married 664, Single 1279. Widows 44, widowers 27.

Births during the year, males 52, females 36. Total 88. Deaths during
the year, males 18 females 20. Total 38, of these 27 were from diarhoea

which prevailed to an unusual extent in 1851. The number of houses

were, framed 240, Brick 47, vacant 8, in course of erection 6. Total 301.

COURT HOUSE. The first meeting to take the requisite step for the erec-

of a Court House, was held at the
&quot;Royal

Oak &quot;

Inn,* March 22d 1837.

Andrew Drew Esq., in the Chair. Wm. La] ^niotier, Esq., acted as Clerk. At
this meeting it was resolved to convene a public meeting, at the same place
on the 24th of the following month. This meeting was presided over by
Capt. A. Drew and Wm. Lapeniotier, Esq., acted as Secretary, and it was
decided to proceed at once with the erection of a Court House and East

wing. John Arnold, Peter Carroll, Capt. Drew, Capt. Graham & G. W.
Whitehead, Esqs., were appointed a building committee and authorized to

raise a loan of 3000, Capt. P. Graham appointed Treasurer.

The plan submitted by Mr. Leighton was the one adopted.

Messrs. Henry Bishop & John Harrison were the contractors for 3,700
Mr. Leighton was employed to superintend its erection.

* Bnrnt down Mav 8th 1852.
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H. C. Barwick, Esq., the present Treasurer, was appointed treasurer to

the building committee Aug. 13th, 1838.

Nov. llth 1839, The building was pronounced fit to be occupied, and

application was made to the Governor to issue the requisite Proclamation,
which was done on the 23rd Dec. 1839, setting apart the County of Oxford
as a distinct District by the name of the District of Brock.

The first case tried was on the 28th April 1840, before Judge John
Arnold.*

The present judge has acted in that capacity since Monday, June 30, 1845

The Presbyterian Church belonging to the Congregation in connection

with the Church of Scotland was commenced in 1841 and finished as far

as it now is in 1843. The contractors were for the erection and enclosing,
Messrs. White and Lewis for the pews Mr. David White and for the

plastering Mr. Alexander Mclntosh. Cost 650. The minister at present
in connection therewith is the Rev. F. P. Sims.

Grammar School House. A meeting was held at the &quot;Woodstock Hotel&quot;

on Friday, April 7th, 1841, at which R. R. Hunter, Esq., presided, &quot;To

take the necessarry steps to get a Grammar School erected in the Town of

Woodstock.&quot; At which meeting it was moved by Robt. Riddell, Esq.,
seconded by Mr. J. Frazer, and Resolved &quot; That a Committee be at once

formed to raise subscriptions for the building of a Grammar School in

Woodstock.&quot; The Committee appointed was Messrs. Arnold, Cameron,
Rothwell, McKenzie, Geo. Murray, Scott, Ingersoll, Frazer, Hook, Bishop,

Grey, McTaggart, Burnes, Yale and Bailey.
The Grammar School was established in 1843, in which year the trus

tees engaged Mr. Summerville, their first teacher, who continued about

thirty months. George Strachan, Esq., the gentleman at present teaching,
is the second teacher, having been employed since August 18th, 1846.

The school house was erected in 1748. Contractors Messrs. White & Dix-

son. Cost about 500. Government aid 195; the remainder made up
by subscriptions. The number of pupils attending in July last, was forty-

four, of which number, thirty-four resided in town and ten out. The num
ber of pupils studying classics twenty-nine. Assistant master, Mr. William

Oliver.

Baptist Meeting House was built in 1836 and opened by Rev. W. H.

Landon, the first Sabbath in December of the same year. Messrs. McCal-

lum and Guild were the contractors. Mr. Granson Swan put up the frame.

The whole cost about 200. Archibald Burtch Esq., gave the ground at

tached to it. The minister at present connected therewith is the Rev. J.

Winterbottom.

Knox s Free Church is a fine brick building, 42 X 60 feet, situated in

a most convenient and conspicuous place. It was erected in 1849 and

* We cannot do better than copy the following paragraph to show why Mr. Arnold was removed,and
D. S. McQueen, Esq., our present impartial and universally respected judge appointed. We learn

with very high satisfaction that D. S. McQueen, Esq., Barrister of this town has been appointed

Judge of the District Court of this District, in room of John Arnold, removed by a provision of the new
lawfSth Victoria Chap. 13) that makes it necessary that district judges shall be Barristers of five years

standing, we beg to congratulate the inhabitants of the District on the choicfi which has been made and
the ne\&quot; Judge of h is appointment,&quot; [Woodstock Herald May 30th 1815.
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pewed in 1850
;
the former by Messrs. White & Dixon, of Woodstock, and

the latter by Messrs. MelJisli & Russell, of Brantford. The whole cost of

the building and lot 970, of which amount the ladies raised by bazaars

and festivals the sum of 200. W. C. McLeod, Esq., of Woodstock, gave
the half-acre lot upon which it is erected. To mention names is generally

pronounced &quot;invidious&quot; but it is a fact connected with the erection of the

building, that ought to be mentioned, that it is owing principally to the

untiring and indefatigable exertions of Mr. John Douglas, of Woodstock,
in contributing, soliciting, collecting, and expending subscriptions, that

the house is now erected and paid for. We think none will feel inclined to

question this fact, or we wouM not have mentioned it at all. The minister

at present connected therewith is the Rev. Wm 4 Ball.

The Primitive Methodists Meeting-house was erected the forepart of

the present year ;
cost about 75

;
the amount raised by subscription.

First sermon preached therein was on the first Sunday in June, by the Rev.

R. Boyle. Mr. P. C. Teeple gave the lot on which it is erected, in addition

to the most liberal subscription of any of the contributions towards the erec

tion of the house.

free Church, Gaelic, is at this time, Nov. 1st, nearly erected, the work
men being busily employed putting on the roof. Mr. Danby is the con

tractor for the brick work
;
and Messrs. Davidson and Sutherland, the con

tractors for the carpenter work. Cost for enclosing it, 600; to complete
it, it will cost 400 more. The minister of the Gaelic congregation, Rev.

McDermit.

The Brisk Common School House was erected in the year 1848, at a

cost of about 200. Messrs White and Dixon, contractors.

The Registrary Office was erected by the late District Council, on

motion of T. 8. Shenston, in 1847. Contractors, Messrs. White & Dixon.

Cost 250.

The Episcopal Church was built in 1833, by Messrs. Hill & Bishop.
Cost 1800. The bricks were made by Mr. Joseph Peers, of which there

are 120,000. In 1843 a Chancel was erected, at an expense of 250.

Messrs. White & Dixon, Contractors. And in 1851 two wings were addedO
at an expense of about 1,000. Messrs. Mellish and Russell, contractors.

The &quot;Lecture Room? which used to stand in the Churchyard, was burn
ed down on the morning of April 16, 1852. It caught fire from the
&quot; Woodstock Hotel&quot;

The first sermon preached in Woodstock by the present Rector, was in

the spring of 1834, to a congregation of eleven souls, in his own house,

from the text,
&quot; One thing is needful.&quot;

The first person buried in the church yard was a blacksmith, by the name
of R. G. Spencer, who only came to town the evening before he died ;

way-

only sick about twelve hours. He died of cholera. The second person
buried there was Lieut. Veitch.
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New Methodist Chapel was built by Messrs. White & Dixon, in the year

1846, for 172, and about 70 or 80 additional for pewing it. The
ministers at present connected therewith, is the Rev. E. Sheapard and Rev.
Wm. Evans.

Old Methodist Meeting-Home was built by subscription, on or about the

year 1836, on the front portion of the burying ground, and was moved
from there to the place where it at present stands, in (or about) the year

year 1847. It is at present occupied as a Common School.

Goodwin s School House. This house was built by subscription, in the

year 1839, &quot;To be used as a common School House, and to be open for

the accommodation of the inhabitants as an occasional place of worship, for

such denominations of Christians as may, from time to time, require it, and
for other public purposes not incompatible with the primary object of its

erection.&quot; The subscribers of l 5s. and upwards were : R. R. Hunter,
R. Riddell, Henry Bishop, Levi H. Perry, Thomas Love, John Greig,

Henry Vansittart, senr., Mrs. East, James Gibson, Col. Light, John Harri

son, Elijah Nellies, John Hatch, Joseph Peers, Wm. Danby, Henclry and

Bain, George H. Elliot, Thomas Cheer, Walter Jones, John Lockhart, and

James White. Henry Bishop was the builder
;
and R. R. Hunter, John

Greig, and Robert Lynn, the first trustees.

The first brick house built in Woodstock was the one situated im

mediately west of the Rectory in East Woodstock, the bricks of which were

made by Mr. Joseph Clark, of East Oxford. It was built in 1836. The
second brick house was erected in the following year by Mr. George Elliott,

being the house situated immediately opposite of Mr. C. McLeod s new
brick block. Mr. Leighton was the contractor, and Mr. Joseph Peers made
the brick. To William Grey, Esq. is due the great credit of erecting the

first three-storey brick house, which was the large and commodious Hotel

called the &quot;

Royal Pavilion,&quot; situated in front of the Court House, West
Woodstock. It was built in 1844, at a cost of 500. Mr. Grey having
&quot; broken the

ice,&quot;
and shewn that large brick houses could be built in

Woodstock, others soon followed his example. In 1846, the late Messrs.

Love and Robinson erected the four splendid houses known as the &quot; Vic

toria Buildings,&quot;
at a cost of about 2,800, and John McF. Wilson, Esq.,

the &quot;Albert House,&quot; at a cost of about 1,600, both in East Woodstock.

In 1847, T. S. Shenston and Archibald Burtch, Esqrs., erected the &quot;

Elgin

Buildings,&quot;
at a cost of about 2,400, and Mr. Henry Vansittart, the house

now occupied by Mr. Andrew Smith, both in East Woodstock. In 1848,
Mr. C. McLeod s block of two splendid buildings were erected at a cost of

about 1,600, and Messrs. Finklers block of four at a cost of about 2,000.

In 1849, Mr. Thomas Scott, Mr. Elijah Hill, and Mr. Robert Clark, each

erected fine three-story fire-proof houses, at an average cost of about 650

each.

The principal building erected this year is the &quot;Woodstock Hotel,&quot;

situated in East Woodstock, comer of Huron and Dundas streets, at a cost

of upwards 2,000. This is a truly splendid building, and well arranged
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for the purpose for which it was erected, and will make, perhaps, the most

complete and comfortable hotel west of Toronto city. Messrs. White and
Dixon were the builders.

The front &quot; 5 acres&quot; was granted to trustees (viz. Bishop of Quebec,

Capt. Drew and Maj. Barwick) on the 23rd May 1833, for a Church,

Church-yard and burying ground, for which a patent, issued 23rd June
1834. It is entirely distinct from the Rectory Endowments grants made
under an order of Council on January 15th, 1836, nor has it ever been

surrendered as has been often reported.

The second &quot; 5 acres
&quot;

is for a Court House and Gaol, and Yards con

nected therewith, theprinciple object, we believe in giving so large a piece
was to prevent any buildings being erected near the gaol.

The third &quot; 5 acres
&quot; was granted to the late District Council of the

District of Brock for the purpose of &quot;

holding free fairs according to law.&quot;

Through the exertions of the present President of the Agricultural Society
of the County of Oxford a good fence has this year been put around the

whole at an expense of 40, of which sum the County Council contributed

(by a majority of one) 20, and the Woodstock Town Council 20.

The last agricultural show was held upon the ground, and on the 19th
of October of this present year, the first

&quot; free fair&quot; was held there, which

proved to be a most satisfactory and numerous gathering of both buyers and
sellers. The Progress of the 21st Oct., says :

&quot;

Altogether, the Fair, for

a beginning, has been quite as successful as could have been expected, and
the farmers in our neighborhood have reason to congratulate themselves

upon the establishment amongst them, of an institution calculated to be of

such permanent benefit to them.&quot;

Woodstock Post Office was established October 7th, 1835. T. S. Short

was the first post master, and the office was first kept in the old framed store

opposite the &quot; Victoria
Buildings.&quot;

Mail three times a week, till some time

in 1844, since which period there has been a daily, or rather, as the
&quot; Woodstock Herald &quot;

of the time said, a &quot;

nightly mail.&quot; On Oct. 6th,

1840, H. C. Barwick, Esq., our present accommodating postmaster was ap
pointed, who kept the office, until last year, in a small house on the east

side of Huron Street.

Twenty years ago (1832) Mr. Jed. Jackson had the contract for carrying
the mail from Brantford to London, twice a week, who carried it at an average
rate of three miles an hour, at which period it was not carried through
Woodstock, but along the &quot; old stage road,

&quot;

from which circumstance the

road is so named.

The receipts of the Woodstock office for the quarter ending January 5th&amp;gt;

1838, were 28 10s. Od., and for the same quarter in 1851,192 Os. Od.
For the first quarter, after the introduction of the 3d. postage, (ending July
5th, 1851), 115 9s.0d., and for the first quarter in the present year (end
ing April 5th, 1852), 138 19s. Od.
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The first store opened in Woodstock, was by Mr. Patrick Phelon,*
in the latter part of 1833. This store was kept in the building long known
as &quot;

cheap side,&quot; situated opposite Mr. Sudsworth s.

Steam Engines. ^Messrs. Andrew Sutherland & Co., were the first to

introduce steam power in Woodstock. They have a 14 horse power engine
in their mill. Messrs. H. P. Brown, & Co., Founders, were the next

; they
built an 8 horse power engine in their own foundry, to which was connected

a lathe capable of turning castings of one ton weight. But unfortunately
for its owners and the town, this engine and the building in which it was in,

was destroyed by fire on the morning of 8th Sep.1852. We are most happy
to be able to say that the brick walls of a new building are now up(lst Nov.)
Messrs. Bain and Hay were the next and last to introduce steam. They
have this present year very much enlarged their cabinet and chair factory,
and erected a four horse-power engine to turn the lathe, saw, &c.

NEWSPAPERS.
%

The Woodstock Herald was the first paper published in the County of

Oxford. It was printed and published by Messrs. Menziesf and Walker,
and edited by the former. The first number was printed on the 3d ofJune,

1840, and the last on the 1st day of January, 1848.

The Monarch was the second paper published in the county. It was

commenced in September, 1842, and continued till some time in 1847, we

think.!

The Oxford Star was the third one. The first number of it appeared

January 15th, 1848
;
and continued one year. It was edited by Mr. John

Allen, and printed by Messrs. Alex. Hay & Jas. Egan.

The British, American was the fourth one, the first number of which was

issued Saturday, Sept. 30, 1848, and is still in existence.

The Western Progress was the fifth one, the first number of which was

issued Friday, November 14th, 1851, and is still in existence. Printed and

published by George Laycock. For the first six months it was edited by
Rev. W. H. Landon.

ROAD COMPANIES.

The Woodstock and Huron Road Company was formed Aug. 21st,

1849. The first Board of directors were Arthur A. Farmers, Esq., (Pre

sident) John Harrington, Henry Finkle, G. W. Whitehead, & Cabel Caistor;

Secretary and Treasurer, John Douglass.

* The father of Daniel Phelon, Esq., Merchant, Ingersoll.

t This gentleman died at Woodstock, March 4th, 1847.

We have lost th.. exact date, just before going to press.
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Second Board, January 1851, Henry Finkle, president, A. A. Farmer,
G. W. Whitehead, Joseph Twaitets & Hugh Richardson

; Secretary, John

Douglass; Treasurer, H. C Barwick.

Third Board, January, 1852. Caleb Caistor, president, H. L. Turner,

Henry Harwood, Robt. Webber, Hugh Richardson, Henry Finkle, (Reeve

Woodstock), and Alex. Mitchell (Reeve South-Eashope) ; Secretary & Trea

surer, Hugh Richardson. The amount of money expended, the number of

miles completed, &amp;lt;fec.,
we were unable to procure, although we repeatedly

asked for the information.

The Woodstock and Norwich Road Company was formed on the 5th

day of June, 1851, by the election of the following five gentlemen as Di

rectors: Thomas Cottle, president, G. W. Garden, Ghancey Willcox,
P. C. Teeple, and William Chambers; secretary and treasurer, T. S. Shen-

ston
;
John A. Tidy, engineer. The second Board was composed of the

following gentlemen: Thomas Cottle, president, G. W, Garden, George
Alexander, William Chambers, and Benjamin Haley; secretary and trea

surer, T. S. Shenston
;
John A. Tidy, engineer.

The amount of stock subscribed is 2,100; to this is to be added, one-

third of the amount of several of the contracts, and 1,000 lately subscribed

by the Town Council of Woodstock.

The whole length of the road is 18-|- miles to Otterville, from which

place there is now a good plank road completed to Port Dover.

Five miles of each end of the road is very nearly completed at this

time (Nov. 1st), and two toll gates are being erected, to be completed by
the 1st of December, at which time it is proposed to commence collecting
toll. It is confidently expected that the remaining 8|- miles will be com

pleted by the end of next year.

The Woodstock Subscription Library was established February 12th,

1835, at a meeting at which Rev. W. Betteridge, B.D., occupied the chair,

and Mr. John Greig acted as secretary. It was decided to call it
&quot; The

Woodstock Reading Society,&quot;
to be governed by president, vice do., trea

surer, librarian, and a committee of three. Every person paying 2s. 6d.

entrance fee, and 10s. annually, were members of the society. The first sett

of officers : Rev. W. Betteridge, B.D., president ;
Rev. W. H. Landon,

vice do.
;
John Greig, librarian

;
0. Bartley, treasurer

;
and L. Perry and

D. White, committee.

The Mechanics Institute and Library was formed May 19th, 1852, by
the election of the following officers : John Greig, Esq., president ;

John

McColl, vice do.
;
Edward Lakeman, librarian

;
C. Goodwin, secretary and

treasurer; George Laycock, corresponding secretary; and Messrs. John

Bain, George Alexander, James Simpson, David White, A. Smith, Georg
Strachan, and H. Izard, committee.

50 granted by Government.
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TOWN COUNCIL.

The first municipal election for the Town of Woodstock, was held at the

Royal Pavilion Hotel,West Woodstock, on Monday and Tuesday, the 6th

and 7th days of January, 1851. T. S. Shenston was returning officer, ap

pointed such by the Governor General, in accordance with the 1 2th Victoria

chapter 81, section 55. The councillors elected were Hugh Richardson,
(94 votes), William Wilson, tanner (99 votes), Alexander Green [92 votes],
Valentine Hall [98 votes], and Andrew Smith [90 votes],

Inspectors Arch. J. Thompson [120 votes], Thos. Phelan [99 votes], and

Joseph Sudsworth [94 votes]. Poll clerk, James Egan. At the first meet

ing of the council, Hugh Richardson was elected reeve; James Kintrea,

clerk
;
and Thos. Scott, treasurer.

The second municipal election was held at the same place, on Monday
and Tuesday, the 5th and 6th January, 1852. Francis Ball, Esq., by vir

tue of his office as town clerk, was returning officer. The councillors elected

were: Henry Finkle (156 votes), Thomas Cottle (139 votes), John
Sutherland (168 votes), James Kintrea (142 votes), .and William Grey
(169 votes). Valentine Phelan, poll clerk.

Inspectors William McKay [94 votes], Joseph Sudsworth [178 votes],
and Thomas Fraser [99 votes].

At the first meeting of the council, Henry Finkle was appointed reeve.

Present clerk, John Greig.
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NAMES AND OCCUPATIONS. NAMES AND OCCUPATIONS.

Appleton, Thomas, laborer

Andrew, John, miller

Abbott, Benjamin, soap boiler

Arkellf John G. brewer
Allan George, laborer

Allan, Abraham, carriage-maker
Ashton, Mrs.
Andrews &, Sutherland, millers

Arnold, Mrs

Bettridge, B. D., Rev Wm. rector

Ball, Rev. W, S., minister

Barwick, Esq. H.C. Esq., postmaster,
Burtch, Archibald, Esq., farmer

Burtch, R. H., merchant

Burtch, Henry, farmer

Bendysee, Nelson, farmer

Bowditch, George, tinsmith

Budd, John, blacksmith

Burton, Joseph, cooper
Brown, Sheyler, moulder

Bain, John, cabinet-maker

Bickerton, Ralph, carpenter
Brooks, John, boot maker

Beaton, Francis, shoemaker,
Bickle, James and Joseph, butchers

Brown, &t Co., H. P, founders

Belton, Peter, blacksmith

Burke, R. H. tinsmith

Brownrigg, James, carpenter
Braham, Edward, carpenter
Budd, Henry, cabinet maker
Bickerstaff, Fred, painter
Ball &, Carroll, barristers,

Blevin, Edward
Balls, Mrs.

Barr, David, jeweller, &LC.

Bel seer, William, tanner

Barnes, John, wagon-maker
Brown & Wilson, tanners

Bond, Samuel, baker

Bond, William, teamster

Barney, Martin E. pedlar
Brown, George
Barclay, James, carpenter
Beattie, Joseph, merchant

Barnard, Warner, constable

Buckle,Robert, tavern keeper

Barrowclough, William, laborer

Beagley, James, laborer

Brooks, William, laborer

Burns, John, laborer

Burns, Peter, laborer

Boyce, Joseph, farmer

Bryan, John, farmer

Brown, H. P. founder

Bowness, Thos. grocer
Burtch, A. W. store-keeper

Bedford, Stephen, blacksmith

Chambers, Robert, bailiff

Cummings, Robert, gaoler
Cottle, Esq., Thos. J. farmer

Clarke, Robert, merchant

Carryer, Charles C. saddler

Colson, George, miller

Collins, William, chair maker

Constable, Mary A. dressmaker

Clarke, James, cabinet-maker

Cootts, Charles, livery stable keeper
Carman, William, cabinet-maker

Clark, John, merchant

Charlesworth, S. merchant,
Carroll, Patrick, farmer

Campbell, H.
Cromier, Joseph, shoemaker

Caghill, Donald, shoemaker

Copp, Thomas, shoemaker

Creighton, William, shoemaker

Clarke, Patrick, laborer

Cook, William, laborer

Campbell, John, laborer

Chantler, Peter, teamster

Campbell, John, shoemaker

Coghill, John, collector,

Douglas, John, editor

Douglas John, saddler

Douglas, Dorothy, tavern keeper
Davis, Norris, teamster

Dunn, Tames, carpenter
Ditton, Thomas, laborer

Dash, Charles, painter
Dixon, W. P. builder
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NAMES AND OCCUPATIONS. NAMES AND OCCUPATIONS.

Denman, John, laborer

Duncan, Howard, farrier

Dagg, James, innkeeper
Dawson, Richard, tavernkeeper
Dunn, Thomas,

Egan, Maurice, carpenter

Elliott, Mrs,

Edgar, George, carpenter

Egan, Mrs. Ellen

EdwarkSj John, bricklayer

Edwards, Thomas R.

Ellison, Joseph B. shoemaker

Edwards, Nelson, blacksmith

Elliott, Archibald, cabinetmaker

Finkle, Esq., Henry, merchant

Finkle, John, merchant

Ford, R., student

Frazier, Thos., blacksmith

Finkle, Miss Janet,

Frame, Thomas, blacksmith

Fleming, James, cabinetmaker

Fuller, Rial, teamster

Fouler, George, laborer

Finkle & Co., H*, merchants

Foquette, Rich*, Clerk C.C.

Goodwin, Christopher, teacher

Greig, William

Greenaway, James, carpenter

Groble, Anson, cabinetmaker

Greig, John, attorney

Ganier, William, carpenter

Griffin, Rev. Stephen, minister

Green, William, carpenter

Gamble, Andrew, carpenter

Grant, Alex, tailor

Gordon, Donald, blacksmith

Gurnett, John, printer

Gurnett, Gabriel, saddler

Gunn, Hugh, teamster

Gunn, James

Gunn, Lauchlan, teamster

Gunn, George, tailor

Gunn, Alexander, shoemaker

Gurnett, George, shoemaker

Goldthorp, David, tailor

Grey, William

Gordon, David, teamster

Garnlin, William, labourer

Gordon, Donald, labourer

Graham, John, teamster

Grub, Mark, laborer

Garner, William, cooper

Grey, Thomas, farmer

Graham, Mary
Green, Alexander, shoemaker

Hatch, John, Esq. farmer

Huggins, John, engineer
Hack, Henry, hotel keeper
Henry, Thomas, merchant

Hatch, James, farmer

Hay, James, cabinetmaker

Hay, George, carpenter

Hughes, James, carpenter
Hodson, Henry, bricklayer

Harrison, John, bricklayer

Hamilton, William, watchmaker

Hadskis, Hugh, turner

Hamer, William, bricklayer

Hay, Alexander, printer

Henderson, George, teamster

Hanley, Murdock, laborer

Hatch, James, blacksmith

Harwood, Henry, shoemaker

Horsnell, William, tailor

Hall, Robert, carpenter

Hay, William, cabinetmaker

Horner, William, bricklayer

Hendry, Mrs.

Hart, Edward
Hunter, Murdoch, laborer

Holtby, Matthias, carriage-maker
Heath, George, laborer

Hay, James, cabinetmaker

Hart, John, laborer

Harris, Abraham, cabinetmaker

Hague, William, laborer

Halker, William, farmer

Hill, Nathaniel, innkeeper

Hatch, Henry, grocer

Ingersoll, James, J.P. registrar

Izard, Henry, teacher

Idale, John, grocer
Male, William, tailor

Jacob, Thomas, carpenter

Jones, Walter, farmer

Johnson, Samuel, cooper

Johnson, James, shoemaker

Judge, Michael, gunsmith
Johnson, J. cabinetmaker

Jones, Robert, carpenter
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NAMES AJND OCCUPATIONS. NAMES ATND OCCUPATIONS.

Kidd, John, hostler

Kintrea, James, painter & grocer

Logan, George, saddler

Laycock, James, Esq. merchant

Loveroin, William, butcherg
Laycock, George, printer

Lewis, Evan, builder

Lawranee, Miranda, shoemaker

Lockman, Elijah, blacksmith

Lakeman, Edward, merchant

Love, Mrs. Ann
Lawson, Berry, and Co. merchants

Landon, Rev. W. H. minister

Lamon, Samuel, cooper

Lonsberry, James, cooper
Lakeman, Jacob, butcher

Lanaway, James, laborer

Lyons, Timothy, laborer

Lamport, Edward, farmer

Lamport, Henry
Lister, James, nurseryman

McKay, John, teamster

McKay, Alex, tailor

McLean, John, laborer

McLeod, W. C. merchant

McLaren, Duncan, druggist
Mclntosh, Alex, plasterer

McLeod, George, tailor

McLeod, Donald, cooper
McKay, Jonn laborer

McKay, Duncan, laborer

McKinnon, Donald, laborer

McKay, Hugh, bailiff

McKay, James, stove-maker

McDonald, Archibald, laborer

Mclnnis, Peter, laborer

Mclsaac, Donald, laborer

Mclnnis, Donald, laborer

DcDonald, Angus, laborer

McKay, Angus, laborer

McWhinnie, John, clerk

Mclntosh, Donald, laborer

McKay, William, mason
McLeod, Alex, laborer

McKay, Christopher, laborer

McDonald, Donald, laborer

McDonald, John, laborer

McKenzie, James

McKay, James

McLeod, Donald, labourer

McLeod, Peter, distiller

McKenzie, Alex, contractor

McCulloch, Donald, laborer

McCracken, Angus, laborer

McLeod & Co., W. C. merchants

McCurdy, Mrs.

McDonald, Alex, plasterer*

McKay, Donald, laborer

McKay, Neal, tanner

McLean, Calvin, laborer&quot;

McQueen, D. S. judge C. C.

McMicken, John

McPherson, Donald, baker

McLeod, Alex, watchmaker

McKay, David, turner

McKay, John, teamster

McCall, sen., John, carriage -maker

McCall, jr., John, carriage-maker

Matheson, Thos. blacksmith

Martin, James, grocer
Montgomery, Geo. innkeeper
Morris, Richard, tailor,

Murna, George, carpenter
Mitchell, John, laborer

Minthon, Jacob, teamster

Murray, William, carriage maker

Meagley, George, boot-maker

Mitchell, John, brickmaker

Matson, Elijah, hotel-keeper
Matthew, Daniel, shoemaker,
Munroe, Alex, millwright

Murray, Heden, laborer

Murray, Alex, geologist
Matthews, Henry, bricklayer
Maddock, J. F. solicitor

Maycock, Joseph, painter

Miller, D. G. solicitor

Murray, James, sheriff s clerk

Muir, Michael, laborer

Mears, Thomas, laborer

Murray, Donald, carpenter
Matthison, John, laborer

Moore, Thomas, laborer

Matthison, Angus, laborer

Murray, Geo. contractor

Murray, A. contractor

Murray, Wm. wagon-maker
Melville, Feorge, shoemaker

Menzie, Mrs. H. grocer

Nicholson, John, carpenter
Norman, John, cabinet-maker

Nasmyth, George, tailor
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NAMES AND OCCUPAXIONS. NAMES AND OCCUPATIONS.

-Outram, William, shoemaker

iDag, William, cooper,

Oliver, Thomas, merchant

Powell, John, assistant postmaster
Payne, Absalom, carriage-maker
Paseoe, Richard, labourer

Prout, Abraham, lime-burner

Passmore, Francis, carriage-maker
Perrin, Thomas, laborer,

Pigott, Thomas, carpenter
Patterson, Mrs.

Purdy, Mrs.

Perry, L. H. farmer

Peacock, Daniel, carpenter

Quinten, Daniel, laborer

Rodgers, Jas. blacksmith

Ross, Hector, miller

Rawiings, Richard, cabinet-maker

Roberts, John, laborer

Redford, Stephen, blacksmith

Robertson, Robert, cabinet-maker

Robertson, George, bricklayer
Robertshaw, John, shoemaker

Randall, John, teamster

Richardson, Hugh, barrister

Robertson, C. W. livery stable keeper
Robinson, B. J. barber

Revell, R. deputy sheriff

Rose, Alex, laborer

Ross, Robert, tailor

Rowland, Thos. painter

Rose, Eliza

Ridd. John, hostler

Rawiings, T. H. cabinet-maker

Revell, Rev. Henry, minister

Spencer, William, butcher

Smith, John, tailor

Sudworth, Abraham, bootmaker

Sudworth, William, bootmaker

Sutherland, Benjamin, shoemaker

Sutherland, John, carpenter
Steele, John, laborer

Schofield, Francis, carpenter
Scarff, William, earriagemaker
Small, John, nurseryman
Sessims, Bernard, laborer

Snelgrove, William, cabinetmaker

Snarey, .Tame?:, bricklayer

Shenston, Thomas S., J.P., county
clerk

Strachan, George, teacher

Sudworth, Joseph, bootmaker

Scott, William, surgeon &t physician
Sutherland, Donald, laborer

Smith, Andrew, merchant

Sharp, Lebooj|F, town clerk, Blandford

Sheppard, Rev. E. minister

Sutherland, Hector, carpenter
Sutherland, Mrs. J.

Stewart, Francis, cabinet-maker

Swan, Chas. G. carpenter

Snelgrove, Jacob, carriage-maker
Sutherland, Sinclair, carpenter
Silmer, Christian, baker
Smith. John J. tanner

Stewart, Donald, laborer

Snarey, Thos. moulder

Stevens, John, gardener
Smith, John, laborer

Simpson, James, turner

Spencer, Mrs. C,

Spencer, George, pedlar
Sutherland, Robt. laborer

Shaw, John

Sheppard, W. G. laborer

Scott, Thomas, apothecary
Snelgrove, Henry, cabiiiet-muker

Small, Jas. shoemaker

Thomas Henry, carpenter

Thompson, William, pump-maker
Teeple, Pelham, farmer

Tallman, Thomas
Turner, H. L. merchant
Turner, James, laborer

Tisdale, J. E. merchant
Tune, William, confectioner

Turquand, John, physician & surgeon
Taylor, Joseph, saloon keeper
Thompson &- Sons, founders

Thompson, Harry, laborer

Thompson, Alex, blacksmith

Thomson, Archd. carpenter

Taylor, Peter, shoemaker

Turner, Chas. merchant

Thomson, Geo. carpenter

Vanvalkenburgh, Henry, cooper

Vanvalkenburgh, John, cooper

Watt, S. H. Surgeon.
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NAMES AND OCCUPATIONS. NAMES AND OCCUPATIONS.

Wnrner, Richard, miller

Walker, Angus, laborer

White, David, builder

Wilson, Cromwell,
Wardell, Frank, carpenter
Walton, Joshua, shoemaker

Wilson, Joseph, merchant

Wilson, John, tailor

Wilkinson, John, gardener
Wright, Wm. H. currier

Winterbottom, Rev. John, minister

Wilson, William, wagon-maker
Wilson, Malcolm, labourer

Weeks, John, blacksmith

Weakley, William, bricklayer

Walker, William, farmer

Wilson, Edward, plasterer

Wilson, Esq., William, shoemaker
Walton, John Sutton, shoemaker
Whitehead, Esq., G. W., clerk D. C.

Wilson, William, tanner
Ward. Robert, carpenter
Watson, James, miller

Whitehead, Charles, weaver

Woodger, William, shoemaker
Warwick, William, stationer

White, William, gardener
Wilson, John, chairmaker

Weeks, William, blacksmith

Youngs, John, brickmaker

Yates, Joseph, laborer



INGERSOLL

This Village was erected under the authority of the 12th Victoria, chap
ter 81, section 58, by Proclamation bearing date 12th September, 1851, to
take force and effect on the following 1st day of January. Its limits are
defined as follows:

&quot;

Consisting of all that part of this Province, situate partly in the Township of
Oxford West, and partly in the Township of Oxford North, in the County of Ox
ford, and lying within the following limits, that is to say: commencing on the
southerly bank of the river Thames, in the boundary line between lots numbers
17 and 18 in the broken front concession of the Township of West Oxford ; thence
along the said boundary line between lots numbers 17 and 18 in the broken front

concession, and the boundary line between lots number 17 and 18 in the first

concession, south-easterly, to the middle of the depth of the said first concession
;

thence along the middle of the depth of the said first concession, south-westerly,
to the boundary line between lots numbers 22 and 23

;
thence along the said

boundary line between lots numbers 22 and 23, north-westerly, to the south

easterly bank of the river Thames
;
thence along the south-easterly bank of the

said river with the stream, to a point in prolongation of the boundary line be
tween lots numbers 8 and 9 in the said concession, and the prolongation thereof

northerly, to the northerly limit of the allowance for road between the 3rd and
4th concessions of the said Township of North Oxford ; thence along the north

erly limit of the allowance for road between the 3rd and 4th concessions easterly,
to the easterly limit of the allowance for road, between lots numbers 12 and 13

southerly, to the north-westerly bank of the said river Thames
;
thence along

the said north-westerly bank of the river Thames, up the stream, to a point in

prolongation of the aforesaid boundary line between lots numbers 17 and 18 in

the broken front of the Township of West Oxford; thence across the said river
to the place of beginning.&quot;

Mr. W. G. Warham, D. P. S., has kindly furnished us with the exact

mimber of Acres included in the village, viz: 725 acres in North Oxford,
and 997 acres in West Oxford. Total, 1,722 acres.

In Smith s &quot;

Canada,&quot; the village is thus graphically described:

&quot; In entering the County of Oxford from London, the first place you reach is

Ingersoll, which is twenty-one miles from London ;
it is a considerable village,

containing about 500 (should be 1000 T. S. S.) inhabitants. It is well situated,

the greater part of it being built on the sides and summit of the high gravelly

banks of the east branch of the river Thames, which flows through it, and fur

nishes water to supply one (should be two T. S. S.) grist mill and two saw mills,

a carding machine, and fulling mill. The village also contains a foundry, tan

nery, distillery, &c., and five churches Episcopal, Free Church,Wesleyan Metho

dist, Episcopal Methodist, and Roman Catholic; and has a daily post.&quot;

We had, at much trouble and expense, prepared a rather lengthy history

and description of this really flourishing village, which has become, we

must, in justice, say, no mean rival to the town of Woodstock
; but, for

want of room, we have been obliged to leave it, with much other matter,

out.
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The Post Office in this place was the first established in the County?
and known until a few months since, by the name of the &quot;Oxford Post office.&quot;

It was established, January 6th, 1821, and Charles Ingersoll, Esq., was ap

pointed Post-master: James Ingersoll, Esq., in 1834; and Daniel Phelan,

Esq., in 1847. The amount of postages received in 1832, was 74 7s 5d:

in 1833, 112 Os. 9d.; in 1834, 173 15s, and for the last two years as

follows.

LAST YEAR UNDER OLD RATE. FIRST YEAR OF NEW RATE.

Quarter, July 4, 1850, 71 10s lOd.
&quot; Oct. 5, 71 14s Id.
&quot; Jan. 5, 1851, 68 10s 6d.
&quot;

Apr. 5,
&quot; 81 Os

292 15s 8M

Quarter, July 5, 1851, 56 Is. Id.
&quot; Oct. 5, 55 10s 6d
&quot; Jan. 5, 1852, 55 11s 7d
&quot;

Apr. 5,
&quot; 67 8s 10

232 12s Od

The Village Council. The first election was held on Monday, 5th

January, 1852. at the Royal Exchange Hotel. James McDonald, Esq.,

Returning Officer, at which election the following gentlemen were elected

by the following votes, viz: John Qalliforcl, 82 votes; W. A. Ramsay, 97

votes; Thomas Brown. 72 votes; Charles Parkherst, 68 votes, and Jamea

Murdock, 57 votes.

By the Council Edward Dotty, was appointed Treasurer, and Jame
Barrie, village Clerk

Schools.-^-The first Board of Sohool Trustees were elected on Tuesday
the 6th day of January, viz : Wm. Barker, Chairman, David Paine, Sec

retary. John Buchanrn, Edward Morris, Henry Schofield, and Adam
Oliver. Schools 1

; Scholars, 150. Charge, per quarter, 2s 6d currency.

Teacher, James Izard; Assistant, F. Reynolds.

INGERSOLL & PORT BURWELL PLANK & GRAVEL ROAD.

This Company was formed in September, 1849.

President, Benjamin VanNorman.

Directors, Tiio mas Brown, Ingersoll, Andrew Bodwell Dereham, Martin

Hubbard, Bayham, Mr. Francisco, Vienna. No change in Directors since

the formation of the Company. R. H. Campbell, Secretary & Treasurer,
1849

;
James R, Ingersoll, do. 1850 and 1851

;
J. M. Chapman, do.1852.

Office, village of Ingersoll.
The whole distance of the road is 31 miles, of which 16-^- miles is within

the county of Oxford: The road is completed to Vienna, a distance of 28
miles, and the remaining 3 miles, from Vienna to Port Burwell, under
contract to be completed this present Fall.

The average cost per mile of that portion of the road which is gravelled,
is 275, and of that which is planked, 300 per mile.
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The number of toll gates alaeady erected is seven
;
another one will be

erected when the road is completed.
The only statement of the amount of Toll received at each of the gates

erected, which we have been able to obtain, is for the month of July last,

and is as follows, viz :

Od. No. 2 19 Os. Od.

Od. &quot;4 17 5s. lid.

Od. &quot;6 22 5s. Od.

Od., making a total of 185 5s. lid.; at

No. 1 19 15s.

3 16 Os.

5 13 Os.

7_ 18 Os.

u

u

this rate, for the 12 months, would be 2,224 lls. Od., which would pay
for the construction of 8f miles of the road.

--*-

INGERSOLL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

This Society was formed in 1847. The following were its officers, &amp;lt;fec.

since :

This Society was re-organized under the new Act, and the following
Gentlemen were appointed as officers: John Mathews, president; C. E.

Chadwick, vice-president; Daniel Phelan, treasurer; John M. Chapman,
secretary; and Thomas Brown, Adolphus Milne, James Henderson, Jacob

Choat, W. B. Maybee, Copeland Stinson, George Walker, James Bodwell,

$nql Robert Cameron, directors.

The treasurer of the Society most kindly furnished us with a list of the

Prizes which had been awarded for the last four years, but it is crowded

out, in consequence of the work swelling to a much larger size than wa

anticipated.
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Adams, Arthur, laborer

Adair, David, merchant

Archer, John, mechanic

Allen, G. W. mechanic

Barnes, Lawrie, yeoman
Bowel, John, laborer

Beattie, Wm. merchant

Barker, Wm. shoemaker

Barker, Edward, shoemaker

Brady, John, laborer

Barry, Wm. tailor

Byrne, Thos. harness-maker

Brown, Thomas, tanner

Barker, Joseph, merchant

Browett, Joseph, merchant

Brown, James, baker

. JJunker, Wm. yeoman
VB.uchanan, Jon, tinsmith

Babcock, Geo. millwright
Bowers, John, clerk

Brown & Byrne, saddlers

Burke, Joseph, merchant

*

Cronk, Wm. laborer

Carnigie, John, yeoman
Carnigie, Wm. yeoman
Connonght, Charles, bootmaker

Grotty, Richard, yeoman
Carroll, R. H. yeoman
Carroll, D. miller

Canfield, D., J. P. and elerk D. C.

Campbell, Homer, mechanic

Comstock, H. P. yeoman
Chapman, J. M. druggist
Carnage, John, farmer

Course, George, laborer

Cerrey, Mrs. ace )ucheur

Dundis, Edward, shoemaker
Donaldson, Jacob, wagonmaker
Dotty, David, blacksmith

Dotty, Edwin, livery stable keeper
Dunn, Wm. founder,

Delaney, Patrick, currier

Daly, M. innkeeper
Dunn, J. shoemaker

Evens, Donald, laborer

Eastwood, Willard, merchant

Elliott, Thomas
Evans, Wm. plasterer

|
Fursman, John, wagonmaker
Fannor, Hugh, laborer

Fish, John, carpenter

Farley, James, laborer

Faulkner, Robt. laborer

Forbes, George, laborer

Featherston, William, joiner

Fowler, James, carpenter
Fowsett. Thos. laborer

Fowler, William, laborer

Girham, Evas, sawyer
Gilbert, C. W. minister

Greig, James, miller

Gorderi, A. tailor

Goble, John, teamster

Galliford, Esq., John, bootmaker

Gunes, James, bricklayer

Gilchrist, Angus, laborer

Haining, Robt. tinsmith

Holland, John, fiddler

Haywood, E. painter

Henderson, John, shoemaker
Hill, R. P. teamster.

Hill, David, carpenter
Holmes, Alex, carpenter
Hall, C. P. merchant

Haywood, William, painter
Hall, Elisha, yeoman
Houghton, Stephen, laborer

Hopkins, H. P. saddler

Hewett, John, plasterer

Harrington, Geo. bricklayer
Hill, Sylvester, yeoman
Harris, Lenord, shoemaker

Izard, James, teacher

Ingersoll, James H. yeoman

Jessup, Richard, labourer

Jams, G. T. distiller
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Johns, Solomon, cooper
Jackson, J. R. merchant

James, John, cooper

Knott, Wm. miller

Kelley, Robt. shoemaker

Kennedy, Peter, Teamster

Linirx, Henry, teamster

Lawrance, M. carpenter
Lanson, J. W. blacksmith

Larkworth, Wm. carpenter
Land, Edwd. shoemaker

Leonard, John, tanner

Lawrance, John, joiner

Miller, Steph, labourer

Mulleron, Alex, blacksmith

Merygold Mrs
Morrison, John, tailor

Moore, Robt. labourer

Maiss Peter, miller

Maiss, Joseph, labourer

Mahoney, Patrick, weaver

Murdock, James, wagonmaker
Macklin, John, merchant

Mollison, John, mechanic

Moore, John, moulder

Murray, James, blacksmith

Mavor, Edward, carpenter

McKenzie, Geo. blacksmith

McDowell, Wm. laborer

MeKenzie, John, tailor

McDonald, James, laborer

McDonald, John, merchant

McDonald, James, merchant

McNab, John, merchant

McKenzie, J. I. merchant

McMullkim, Christ, yeoman
McCarthy, James, physician
McDonald, Rob. merchant

McKay, Marshall, carpenter

O Brien, Henry, tailor

Ovington, Mrs.

Oliver, Adam, carpenter

Phelan k- Adair, merchants

Pichard, Hiram, teamster

Poole, Robt. yeoman
Peacock, Thos. yeoman
Pillton, Willis D. shoemaker
Poole, Henry, teamster

Powell, John, laborer

Parker, C. P. yeoman
Parkhurst, Chas. clothier

Poole, Sam. tailor

Phelan, Daniel, J. P., merchant
Patterson, John, innkeeper
Paine, David, tailor

Philips, Uriah, blacksmith

Quegley, Edmund, lumberer

Robinson, Eph. chairmaker

Ramsey, R. H. founder

Shanly, Patrick, laborer

Sheady, John, laborer

Sheady, R. carpenter
Spur, G. A. innkeeper
Smith, Wm. wagonmaker
Shell, D. carpenter
Snelgrove, A. mechanic

Steele, Aaron, mechanic

Schofield, Henry, blacksmith

Smith, L. F. minister

Taylor, John, carpenter

Tripp, Moses, bailiff

Urwin, John

Venton, Stephen, laborer

Vanatter, James, laborer

Warwick, John, cabinetmaker

Walker, John, cooper
Welsh, John, lawyer
Wilson, David, druggist
Webster, G. H. cabinetmaker

Weigh, Richard, mechanic

Wellfare, Edwd. teamster

Walker, James, butcher

Webster, George, joiner

Wail, John, yeoman
Ward, Thomas, laborer

Wallace, Robert, minister



THE TOWNSHIP OF DEEEHAM.

THIS ia a large square Township, bounded on the south by the township of

Bayham, county of Norfolk
;
on the east, by the township of Norwich,

county of Oxford; on the west, by the township of South Dorchester,

county of Middlesex
;
and on the north, by the township of West Oxford,

county of Oxford.

When the first territorial division of the Province was made, (July 16th,

1792,) the township of Dereham formed a part of the County of Norfolk,
and was described as follows :

&quot; Lies to the west of, and adjoining to Nor
wich,&quot; A very satisfactory and explicit explanation, surely.

By the Act 38 Geo. III., chapter 5, (1798), the township of Dereham
was attached to the County of Oxford.

The first portion of the township was surveyed in 1799, by Mr. Hamley;
another portion in 1810, by Mr. Samuel L. Willmot; and a third portion,
or rather a re-survey, in 1822 (or 1832), by Mr. Russell Mount.

The first lands granted in the township was on the 4th day of Septem
ber, 1800, as follows:

Hon. Robt.Hamilton -

u

John & George Ball. 1st con., lots 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16,

18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 27, and 28.

con., lots 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, and 14.

1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 13, and 14.

1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, and 14.
&quot;

15, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26,
and 28.

&quot;

15,16, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 27, & 28.

15, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25,

26, and 28.
&quot;

1, 2, 4, 6, and 7.

1, 3, 4, 5, and 7.

1, 2, 4, 6, and 7.

&quot;

8, 10, 11, 12, and 14.
&quot;

8, 9, 11, 13, and 14.

8, 10, 11, 12, and 14.
&quot;

1, 3, 4, 5, and 7.

1, 2, 4, 6, and 7.

&quot;

1, 3, 4, 5, and 7.

RobertAddison.

Hon. Peter Russell..
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The first lot sold by the Government, was the north half of lot number
12, in the first concession of the township. It was sold on January 22d,
1834, to Stilson Hackett, at 17s. 6d. per acre.

For several years, the township of Dereham was, for township purposes,
attached to the township of West Oxford. We have been fortunate enough
to find an Assessment Roll, wherein the residents of each township have
been kept distinct. The year alluded to is 1825. John Galloway and
William Underwood were assessors. The following is an Abstract of the

Roll, as far as Dereham is concerned :

This township has settled the fastest of any other township in the county.
It is a good, well-watered township ;

the Otter Creek flows through the

south-east corner of it. There are twelve saw-mills in the township, two of

which are driven by steam-engines of twelve horse power, valued at 5,700 ;

and capable of sawing 3,950,000 feet of lumber per year. There is such a

good demand for lumber in the United States, and the convenience for

sending it there down the Otter Creek is such, that we have no doubt but
what that amount was really sawed in the township last year. We are in

formed on good authority, that about 4,000,000 ft. in the log was sent last

year from the township to the United States. The forepart of this year

eight masts were taken from the township to Boston city, which sold for

$2,400. The best one brought $450. The south part of the township is

* No return made.
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principally pine. The Ingersoll and Port Burwell Plank and Gravel road

runs through the township its entire length.

There are two grist mills in the township valued at 1,500 and capable
of grinding 50,000 bush, a year. One carding and fulling mill, worth 280

;

and one large tannery, worked by a 12 horse power steam engine, worth

1500, which turns out 35,000 Ibs. leather per annum.

The first school, which we have any official account of, taught in the

county, was by Lydia Ronney.
The first township meeting was held in January, 1832; Mr, Harvey

Tillon being the first township clerk.

WHEAT.
The following will show the quantities raised :

1842, no return of acres, 6,871 bushels,
1 848, 3,441 acres, and 37,8 1 8 bushels, being 1 1 bushels per acre.

1850,3,085
&quot; &quot;

46,036
&quot;

14f
&quot; &quot;

1852, 3,677
&quot; &quot;

60,667
&quot; 16 &quot; &quot;

OATS.
The following will show the quantities raised :

1842, no return of acres, 7,499 bushels,

1848, 800 acres, and 27,2 1 9 bushels, being 34 bushels per acre.

1850, 1,120
&quot; &quot;

28,788
&quot; &quot;

25^
&quot; &quot;

1852, 1,568
&quot; &quot;

48,983
&quot; 41

BARLEY.
The following will show the quantities raised :

1842, no return of acres, 597 bushels.

1848, 37 acres and 987 bushels, being 27 bushels per acre,

1850, 27 &quot; &quot; 456 &quot;

&quot;17

1852, 37 &quot; 797 &quot; 2l &quot;

RYE.
1842, no return of acres, 109 bushels, being bushels per acre.

1848, 9 acres and 150 &quot; &quot; 16 &quot; &quot;

1850, 2 &quot; 20 &quot; &quot; 10 &quot; &quot;

1852, 4 &quot; &quot; 50 &quot;

12-J-
&quot; &quot;

INDIAN CORN.
1842, no return of acres, 2,585 bushels.

1848, 265 acres, and 6,060 bushels, being 22| bushels per acre.

1850, 197 &quot; &quot;

4,571
&quot; 23

1852, 473 &quot;

6,567
&quot; 14 &quot; &quot;
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BUCKWHEAT.
1842, no return of acres, 302 bushels, being bushels per acre.

1848, 20 acres, and 475 &quot; &quot;

23f
&quot; &quot;

1850, no return made, 334 &quot; &quot;

1852, 34 acres, and 520 &quot; 15J
&quot; u

PEAS.
The following will show the quantities raised :

1842, no return of acres, 3,236 bushels,

1850, 618 acres, and 10,161 bushels, being 1 6^ bushels per acre.

1852, 899 &quot;

10,315
&quot; &quot; ll

POTATOES.
The following will show the quantities raised :

1842, no return of acres 8,671 bushels,

1848, 76 acres, and 8,593 bushels, being 113 bushels per acre,

1850, 68 &quot;

7,901
&quot; &quot; 116 &quot;

1852, 152 &quot; &quot;

6,928
&quot; &quot;

43f
&quot; &quot;

SHEEP & WOOL.
V.X,&quot;..

1842, 1,403 sheep, and 4,897ft), being 3ft&amp;gt; per sheep.

1848, 3,933 9,841ft&amp;gt;, 2^ft&amp;gt;

&quot;

1850, 3,874 10,039ft),
&quot;

1852, 4,315
&quot;

10,975ft),
&quot;

HORSES,, .

1842,178; 1848,515; 1850,641; 1852,695; Seo page 60.

NEAT CATTLE.
1842,1,666; 1848,2,908; 1850,3,211; 1852,3,865.

MILCH COWS.
1840,358; 1850, ........ ; 1852,1,491.

HOGS.
1842, 1,011; 1848, 2,247; 1850, 1,965; 1852, 2,985.

MAPLE SUGAR.
1842, 25,972ft&amp;gt;; 1848, 56,669ft) ; 1850, 78,118ft; 1852,48,402.

HAY.
1850, 1,769 tons; 1852, 2,632 tons.

FULLED CLOTH.
1842, 661 yards; 1848, 2,417 yards; 1852, 1823 yards.

FLANNEL.
1842, 2,121 yds.; 1848, 6,600 yds.; 1850, 8,819 yds,; 1852, 1,602 yds.
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TOWNSHIP OF DEREHAM COUNCIL.

1850.

Benjamin Van Norman, Reeve.

William Smith, Jacob Glover, Robert Stroud, James Bodwell.

ASSESSORS.

Adam Tripp, William Hall, and Charles G. Cody.

Collector, Charles G. Cody.

Charles E. Chadwick, Clerk and Treasurer.

1851.

George Leash, Reeve.

William Smith, Charles Hawkins, Jacob Glover, George Quartimas,

Assessors, Charles C. Cody and Matthias Millard.

Collector, Andrew Smart.

Charles E. Chadwick, Clerk and Treasurer.

1852.

Charles Hawkins, Reeve.

William Smith, George Quartimas, W. Nisbet, Moses Hadcock.

Assessor, William Hall.

Collector, Andrew Smart.

Charles E. Chadwick, Clerk and Treasurer.



LIST OF OFFICERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF DEREHAM, &C., SINCE THE FIRST

FORMATION OF THE DISTRICT OF BROCK.

TOWNSHIP OF DEREHAM S &quot; RUIN AM) DECAY.&quot;

*And Adam Tripp a nd William Hall.

I Valued according to the new Assessment Act.
2 County Rate only ,

I! By the Census Return.

*f No returns.



TOWNSHIP OF&quot; OXFORD UPON THE THAMES. 1

WHAT is now West, East and ISTorth Oxford, was called until very recently
in all the Acts of Parliament in which they were alluded to, Oxford upon
the Thames. It was so described at the first territorial formation of the

County of Oxford, (January 1st, 1800,) which township was thus described

by Surveyor General Smith, in 1799: &quot;It lies southward of Dundas-st.,
where the western end of that road meets the upper forks of the River la

Tranche&quot; (Thames). Under this head, therefore, we propose giving a brief*

chapter.

Blenheim, Blandford, and part of Oxford upon the Thames, were the first

townships which were surveyed in the County. They were surveyed by
Mr. Augustus Jones, in 1*793, the next year after the arrival of the first

Upper Canada governor.

In the old Township book, we found the following explicit and minute

minute of a meeting:
&quot;

March, 1800 A Town meeting ivas held.&quot; A
similar minute is made for several years after. We have not, in conse

quence, been able to collect any information from the Township books, and
it ts rather defective what we have obtained elsewhere, but are sure it is

correct, what is given.

The following list gives the names of some of the Township officers :

We give below a copy of the Assessment Roll, as far as the names of the

landholders and householders, the quantity of land, and the number of the

horses, oxen, and cows, are concerned, for the year 1812, which is the latest

authentic roll we could, after much search, find. On the roll there are no

*We had prepared a lengthy chapter respecting this, the most interesting township of the County,
tut hav been obliged to withhold it in consequence of the size this work has already swelled to.
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&quot; merchant s
shops&quot; nor

&quot;

mitts&quot; and the only taxable house, one of Mr.

Delight Hoskins. He certainly had good reason to be delight(ed) with his

proud position.

It should also be borne in mind that, with the exception of a few per
sons in a very small settlement in the Township of Blenheim, the below
embraces the whole inhabitants, &amp;lt;&c., of the entire County of Oxford at
that period.
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In 1816, there were the following additions:
7 O

Notwithstanding a first settlement in the county was commenced in

Blenheim two years before one was attempted in Oxford, the latter one

may be justly called the first settlement of the county : Oxford was, as it

were, the nucleus around which the entire county was settled. We had, at

much trouble, collated a somewhat lengthy history of its settlement, but

have been compelled, for want of room, to suppress it. Mr. Gourley, in

1818, thus reported it:
&quot; It commenced settling in 1796; in 1817, it had

530 of a population, and 76 inhabited houses. Noplace of worship; 1
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Baptist minister; 1 grist mill, and 2 saw mills. Worth of a horse, 16 5s.;

of a cow, 6 5s.
;
of an ox, 10

;
of a sheep, 15s.

;
of a ft) of wool, 2s. 6d. ;

butter, lid. ^ ft). Price of land, in 1800, 2s. 6d. f) acre, and in 181 Y,

12s. 6d.&quot; By the Act 33 Geo. III., chap. 3, it is enacted, &quot;That when

any township shall not contain 30 inhabitant householders, it shall not be

lawful for the justices to issue their warrant for calling a (township) meet

ing therein, but the said inhabitants shall be joined to, and taken as inhabi

tants of, the township adjacent.&quot;
This accounts for the three Oxfords being

in one township for a number of years. North Oxford became detached

on 1st January, 1842, but we have not been able, after much search, to

find out when East Oxford did. It was between 1820 and 1822, we
think. The only person who could give us this information writes that he

has not time to make the search.



THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST OXFORD.

THIS township is triangular in shape, and entirely surrounded by townships

belonging to the county of Oxford. It is bounded on the east by the town

ship of East Oxford
;
on the south by the township of Dereham

;
and on

the north-west by the township of North Oxford, from which it is divided

by the river Thames. The townships of North Oxford and East Oxford
were formerly attached to this township ;

the former was detached in 1842
and the latter, we think, between 1820 and 1822.

At the first territorial formation of the county, (1798) West Oxford
formed one of its townships.

In 1820, the three Oxfords, the whole of the townships of Zorra and
Nissouri were assessed together, at which time their united population
amounted to 719 souls. The same territory now has 14,914 souls.

The township was partly surveyed in 1793, by Mr. Augustus Jones, and

partly by Mr. Mahlon Burwell, in 1825.

The following lands were granted by the Crown previous to 1850,
viz:

Thos. Dexter, Dec. 1, 1798, 2nd con., 6th lot.

Saml. Confield, jun.
&quot;

31,
&quot;

1st con., 29th lot.

Luther Haskins,
&quot; &quot; &quot; 7th lot.

James Hopkins,
&quot; &quot; &quot; 2d con., 4th lot.

Eliza Scott,
&quot; 3d con., 18th lot.

Saml. Confield, Dec. 31, 1798, 29, B. Front.

Allen Sage, Mar. 30, 1799, 12, B. Front.

The first lot sold by the Government, was the 9th lot, 1st con. It was
sold to Mr. Nicholas Brink, at 15s. per acre, on the 1st day of May, 1830.
The second lot registered in the county, was in this township, viz :

December, 22, 1800, lot 6th, 2d con. Thos. Dexter and wife, of the town

ship of Berton, District of Niagara, to Luther Haskins.
To Major Ingersoll* was entrusted the settling of the township. He and

Benjamin Loomis were the first that moved in, which was in 1793. Ich-

abod Hall,f Eebenezer Cook, Canfield, Luther Haskins, and Capt. David

Curtis, in the following year. The first white child born in the township was
in 1801. Maj. Ingersoll brought with him two cows, which were the first

brought into the township, and in all probability, the first into the county.
James Burdick, Esq., erected the first mill in the township, (a small one, 16
feet square, which stood where Centrevillenow stands,) in or about 1805. In
1810 it came into the possession of Mr. Andrew Westbrook, who just be-

* The father of our much respected townsman, Jame* Ingersoll, Esq., Registrar.
1 The father of Elisha Hull, Esq., of Ingeroll.
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fore the war &quot;ran
away&quot;

and left it. In 1812 or 1813, in the capacity of

an American General, he came over the lines with some two or three hun
dred men, and amongst other valiant acts, burnt this mill. We have in

our possession a letter from this General, in which he threatens something
of the kind if certain unreasonable requests were not granted. The British

Government paid the owner for the loss of this mill.

We have in our possession a copy of Mr. Joseph Willcock s newspaper,
The Guardian, published at the town of Niagara, Saturday, September
llth, 1811, in which we find three advertisements from WT

est Oxford.*

The first is a notice, dated July 6, 1811, of Luther Hoskins, and Nicho

las Brink, Executors of Eliza Hoskins, calling upon all persons indebted,

The second is as follows:
&quot; Ran away from the subscriber an indentured apprentice, named Elijah

James. Whoever will take up said runaway, and return him to me, shall

receive ten dollars reward, and all necessary charges paid. West Oxford,

May 15, 1811. JACOB CHOATE.

The third is of a nature that for the credit of the parties, we do not copy :

The same paper, under the head of &quot; The latest news,&quot; informs its rea

ders that &quot;the King remained much the same as per last advices,&quot; and that

&quot;Capt.
Moore states that an embargo was momently expected to be laid on

all American vessels in British
ports,&quot;

which news left England, June 30th,

and New York, August 22nd.

On the 24th of Dec., 1817, a public was held in a log school house,f
situated on Lot No. 13, 1st Con., West Oxford: &quot;For the purpose of

taking into consideration the propriety of answering certaing queries, pro

posed by Robert Gourlay.&quot; The chair was occupied by Peter Teeple, Esq.,

and amongst others, the following answers were unanimously given :

&quot;

9th, Soil A dark loam surface, level and extremely well wotered.&quot;

&amp;lt;

10th, Timber Maple, Beech, Elm, Ash, Baswood, Pine, Cherry, Oak,

and Butternut.&quot;

&quot;

22nd, Sleighing t\vo months. Plowing commences 1st
April.&quot;

&quot;

24th, Pasture good an ox will gain one-fourth in a summer sjrun ;
the

quality of the dairy produce is
good.&quot;

&quot;

26, Land sometimes let on shares; the owner of the land receives one-

third of the crops in the field when harvested.&quot;

&quot;

31, We consider that a want of persons of ability to purchase the lands

in the township, and becoming actual settlers, is what principally retards the

improvement of the same.&quot; The whole lands of the township are of the

very best quality and nearly all settled.

There are six saw mills in the township, unitedly worth 1,350, and

capable of sawing 1,150,000 feet per year. There are no grist mills.

According to&quot; the return of the Crown Laud Office, there are 23,000

acres in the township, which includes the 997 acres taken therefrom ,
to

form a portion of the village of Ingersoll. But by the assessors return, there

* The Town of Niagara is 100 mik-s from VV.-st Oxford, and at (Ms time there wa* only
&quot; blazed road&quot; between the two places. A very convenient, advertising medium surely.

a Long since rotted down.
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are 26,631 acres, not including ingeisoll, making a diiierence between tho

two returns of 3,828 acres. This discrepancy we have endeavoured to

account for on page 50.

Fot knowing the exact year East Oxford was detached, we cannot give
a copy of the assessment roll, for the first year afterwards. We therefore give
a copy of the one for 1824, as for as tho names of landholders, and the

quantities of land occupied, c^c., are concerned :

We accidently found a School report, of a School kept in West Oxford,

by Mr. Rums Foster, in the year 1825. The names of the scholars, who at

tended the school, we publish below, thinking it may be interesting to some

parties in the township.
Lavina Carroll, Martha McCarthney, Cyrus McCarthney, Justus Reynolds,

Abigail E. Foster, Rufus Foster, Wm. Galloway, Zachariah Sage, Horace

Foster, James MeCarthney, James Sage, Mary Stephens, Lydia Piper, Fanny

* Those marked thus must have se tled in tlie Township between 1816 and 18*24, as their name* do
noi. appear in the list on pages 142 and 143,



148 TOWNSHIP OF WEST OXFORD.

A. Nicholds, Lucy Sage, Charles Hess, Sarah Reynolds, Phoebe Curtis, Danl.

Curtis, jr., Ebenezer Galloway, Enoch Sage, Mary Sage, Avery Scrambling,
Fred Scrambling, Jane McCarthney, Trustees, Willard Sage, Wm. Rey
nolds, & Henry Carroll. School open from May 16th till Aug. 16th.

There was a Sabbath School commenced July 1st., J827, by Mr. Willard

Scott, on the 1st. Sept. he reported that he had 15 scholars, and that they
had committed to memory 3069 verses, as follows : Lydia Piper,563 ; Lucy
Jones, 449 verses; Ruby Jones, 392, verses; Isaac Piper, 364 verses; Lobina

Wood, 308 verses; H. Laura Jones, 172 verses; E. Laura Jones, 167 verses;

Esther Piper, 167 verses; Wm. Galloway, 126 verses; Levi Sage, 124

verses; Solomon Wood, 77 verses; Abigail Jones, 63 verses; Nelson Jones,

61 verses; and Allen Sage, 18 verses.

WHEAT,
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres, 10,132 bushels.

1 848, 2,559 acres, and 24,01 9 bushels, being 9 bushels per acre.

1850, 2,972
&quot; &quot;

29,510
&quot; 6 &quot; &quot;

1852,* 1,543
&quot; &quot;

33,321
&quot; &quot;

21-J-
&quot;

OATS.
The following will show the quantities raised :

1842, no return of acres, 16,370 bushels.

1848, 913 acres, and 25,898 bushels, being 28J bushels per acr*.

1850, 988 &quot; &quot;

21,374
&quot;

2l\
&quot; &quot;

1852,* 927 &quot; &quot;

30,911
&quot; &quot;

SSj
&quot;

PEAS.
The following will show the quantities raised :

1842, no return of acres, 3,002 bushels.

1850, 557 acres, and 7,499 bushels, being 1 3
-J-
bushels per

1852,* 664 &quot;

13,985
&quot; &quot; 21

BARLEY.
The following will show the quantities raised :-

1842, no return of acres, 1,491 bushels.

1848, 64 acres and 1,335 bushels, being 21 bushels per aer.

1850, 103 &quot; &quot;

1,320
&quot;

12}

1852,* 51 &quot; &quot;

1,118
&quot; 22

* Ingenoll was detached January, 1st, 1852.
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RYE,
1842, no return of acres, 419 bushels, being bushels per acre.

1848, 114 acres and 1,739
&quot; &quot; 15 &quot; &quot;

1850, 36 &quot; &quot; 354 &quot; &quot;

9f
1852,* 28 &quot; &quot; 455 &quot; &quot; 16 &quot;

INDIAN CORN.
1842, no return of acres, 839 bushels.

1848, 104 acres, and 2,486 bushels, being 24 bushels per acre.

1850, 93 &quot; &quot;

2,379
&quot; &quot;

23^
&quot; &quot;

1852,* 139 &quot; u
3,335

&quot; &quot; 24 &quot;

BUCKWHEAT. ,

1842, no return of acres, 251 bushels, being bushels per acre.

1848, 42 acres, and 733 &quot; 17 &quot; &quot;

1850, no return made, 565 &quot; &quot; &quot; &quot;

1852,* 22 acres, and 370 &quot;

&quot;17 &quot;

POTATOES.
The following will show the quantities raised :

1842, no return of acres, 9,674 bushels.

1 848, 78 acres, and 7,745 bushels, being 99^ bushels per acr.

1850, 62 &quot; &quot;

6,830
&quot; &quot; 110 &quot; &quot;

1852,* 86 &quot; &quot;

5,694
&quot; &quot; 66 &quot; H

SHEEP & WOOL.
The following will show the number and quantity :

1842, 2,024 sheep, and 4,118ft), being 2ft&amp;gt; per sheep.

1848, 4,169
&quot; &quot;

10,564ft&amp;gt;,
&quot;

2P&amp;gt;

&quot;

1850, 3,920
&quot; &quot;

11,348ft),
&quot;

2fft
&quot;

1852,* 3,311
&quot; &quot;

7,736ft),

HORSES.
1830, 168 ;f 1842, 369; 1848, 599; 1850, 623; 1852,* 519.

NEAT CATTLE.
1830,956; 1842,1,574; 1848,2,002; 1850, 2,072; 1852,* 1,751

MILCH COWS.
1830,443; 1840,551; 1848, ____

; 1850, ____
; 1852,* 843.

HOGS.
1842,1,147; 1848, 1,780; 1850, 1,907; 1852,* 1,370.

MAPLE SUGAR.
1842, 19,587fe; 1848, 31,222ft; 1850, 32,140ft; 1852,* 17,790.

* Ingersoll was detached January 1st, 1?52.
t Three yeari old and npwardi.
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HAY.

1850, 1,129 tons; 1852,* 1,360 tons.

FULLED CLOTH.

1842, 1,121 yards; 1848, 1,670 yards; 1852,* 604 yards.

FLANNEL.
1842, 2,253 yds.; 1848, 6,191 yds.; 1850, 4,458 yds.; 1852,* 1,412 yds.

TOWNSHIP OF WEST OXFORD COUNCIL.

1850,

Benjamin Thornton, Reeve.

John McDonald, W. B. Maybee, Charles Mason, & David Canfield.

Assessors, Wm. Hook, Senr., John Youngs, Senr., Alexr. McDonald.

Collector, Alexander McDonald.

David Curtes, Clerk, and D. Doty, Treasurer.

1851.

John McDonald, Reeve.

Benjamin Thornton, D. Canfield, W. B. Maybee, John Gallaford

Assessors, Charles Parkhurst, Edmund Deedes, James Galloway.

Collector, Sylvestor Sage.

James Berry, Clerk, D. Doty, Treasurer.

1852.

Charles Mason, Reeve.

W. B. Maybee, Thomas Holcroft, Jacob Topping, Thomas Elliott.

Assessors, Benjamin Thornton, Jonathan Jarvis, Jacob Chott,

James Berry, Clerk.

Ingcrsoll was detached, January 1st, 1852.



LIST OF TOWNSHIP OFFICERS, &C, SINCE THE FIRST FORMATION OF

THE DISTRICT OF BROCK.

SCHOOL STATISTICS.

a North Oxford attached. b County Rate only,

detached, and became a municipality.d Ingersoll was
c According to New Assessment Act,
e By Census Return.

WEST OXFORD S &quot;RUIN AND DECAY.&quot;

a No return. 6 County Tax only. d Valued under the new Act,



THE TOWKSHIP OF EAST OXFORD.

THE township of East Oxford is bounded on the east by the township of

Burford (county of Brant) ;
on the north, by the township of Blandford

(divided therefrom by the Government road, whieh is Macadamized) ;
on

the west, by the township of West Oxford
; and, on the north, by the

township of Norwich (all of the county of Oxford).

In the first territorial formation of the county (January 1st, 1800), it

formed a part thereof, but was attached to West Oxford.

By the Act 33 Geo. III., chap. 3
(1*793),

it is provided, &quot;That when

any township shall contain over 30 inhabitant householders, it shall be

lawful for such township to elect officers, &c.
;
and such as have not that

number, to be attached to the adjoining township.&quot;

Under the authority of this Act the township became detached from

West Oxford, between the years 1820 and 1822. We have not been able

to find out the exact year.

In 1820, East, West, and North Oxford were united, and were, together

with the whole of Nissouri and Zorra, assessed together, at which period

they had a population of 719 souls. The same territory now has 14,914

souls.

This is a really splendid township; perhaps, the best in the county.

There is little or no waste lands, and the timber entirely hard wood, well

watered, and few or no swamps. The Great Western Railroad runs through

nearly the entire township, running most of the way parallel with the

Government road, about 40 chains from it.

The township was surveyed by Mr. Augustus Jones, in 1793.

Mr. Abraham Canfield, the first settler, came in in 1793 or 1794.

The following lots were granted between the time of its survey and

1800:-

Wm Tulley .Dec. 28, 1789. 6th con., lots 6, 7, and E. i 8, 500 acres.

f 31,
&quot; 2nd &quot; &quot; 1 200 &quot;

4th &quot;

3, 10, and 17.. 600 &quot;

Thos.Merritt..&amp;lt;( u u u 6th 2 and 9 400 &quot;

u u a 7th &quot; &quot; 5 200 &quot;

Gordon Tiffnev. &quot; &quot; &quot; 4th &quot; 12 and 13.

Sylvester Tiffney.
&quot; &quot; 5th 12 and 13.... 400

( July, 1798. 3rd con., lots 17, 18, and 19 .... 600
Samuel Street.

|
U
J

u 4th 14, 15, 18, and 19, 800

Patty M.Peters. .Oct. 23, 1798. 2nd con., lots 7, 8, and 9 . .600
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The first lot soldty the Government, was the east half of No. 9, in the
1st Concession. It was sold to John Phelan, November 12, 1832, at 10s.

per acre.

The first deed registered (the sixth in the Count}
7
)
was on April 20,

1802. A deed from Sylvester Tiffney to William and James Crooks, Lot

12, 5th Concession, 200 acres.

According to the return made by the Crown Land Office, there are

32,200 acres in the township, which includes three lots and a half of the

north-west corner, now belonging to the town of Woodstock. The assessors

return 33,815 acres, not including Woodstock, shewing a difference between
the two returns of 2,315 acres.

In 1850, the Town Council erected a good sized town-hall at the ex

pense of 215. Messrs. White & Dixon, of Woodstock, were the con

tractors. It is situated on Lot No. 12, 4th Concession.

The Woodstock and Norwich Plank and Gravel Road runs along the

west quarter town line of the township.

On Lot 9, 1st Concession, (just at the point where the Brant-ford Plank
road intersects the Government road,) is the best saw mill in the County,
erected and owned by Messrs. Vansittart & Cottel. It is wrought by a 35
horse power steam engine, has three upright and six circular saws, two turn

ing lathes, and one planingmachine. Sold last year, 1,500,000 feet of lum

ber, and has sawed 15,000 feet in twelve hours. Worth 1,600.

Attached to the saw mill, and worked by the same engine, is a custom

grist mill, capable of grinding thirty bushels per hour. Worth 400.

In July last, a
&quot; Farmers Association&quot; was formed in the township. Geo.

Alexander, Esq., President; Henry Peers, Vice-President; L. C. Teeple,

Secretary ;
John Vroman, Treasurer

;
and Wm. Burgess, Wm. Peers, Wm.

Garbett, Peter Lampman, John Greer, jun., Wm. Pooling, Robt. Vandecar,
James Falkner, John Rutledge, Hirah Spragg, Stephen Cook, James Pet-

titt, John Guild, Wm. Chambers, Thos. Hart, James McCallum, Joseph
Peers, John Green, sen., Thos. Lazerby, and John Leak, Committee of

Management.
This Association, and several similar ones in different parts of the county,

have been established by Geo. Alexander, Esq., THE indefatigable local Su

perintendent. Their object is to elicit and disseminate sound and practi
cal agricultural information.

WHEAT.
The following will show the quantities raised :-

1842, no return of acres, 11,235 bushels.

1848, 2,186 acres, and 35,197 bushels, being 16 bushels per aer,

1850,2,641
&quot; &quot;

40,214
&quot; &quot; 15 &quot; u

1852,* 3,421
&quot; &quot;

71,991
&quot; &quot; 21 u

* Part of Woodstock was detached from the Township, January 1st, 1851,
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OATS.
Tho following will show the quantities raised :

1842, no return of acres, 1 1,222 bushels.

1848, 854 acres, and 24,058 bushels, being 28 bushels per acre.

1850,1,353 36,768
&quot; &quot;

27f
&quot;

1852,*1,601
&quot;

45,828
&quot; &quot;

28j

PEAS.
The following will show the quantities raised :

1842, no return of acres, 3,370 bushels.

1850, 798 acres, and 13,536 bushels, being 17 bushels per acre.

1852,* 1,157
&quot; u

23,226
&quot; 20 .,

BARLEY.
The following will show the quantities raised :

1842, no return of acres, 2,358 bushels.

1848, 94 acres and 1,892 bushels, being 20 bushels per acre.

1850, 106 &quot;

1,640
&quot; &quot; 15

1852,* 61 &quot; &quot;

1,707
&quot; &quot; 28 &quot;

RYE.

1842, no return of acres, 858 bushels, being bushels per acre.

1848, 18 acres and 249 &quot; &quot;13 &quot;

1850, 131 &quot;

2,439
&quot;

18j
&quot;

1852,* 13 &quot; 197 * 15 &quot;

INDIAN CORN. - -

/ J

1842, no return of acres, 834 bushels.

1848, 191 acres, and 4,647 bushels, being 24 bushels per acre.

1850, 131 &quot;

2,439
&quot; &quot; 184 &quot;

1852* 158 &quot;

3,384 2l|

BUCKWHEAT.
1842, no return of acres, 809 bushels, being

- bushels per acre.

1848, 40 acres, and 597 &quot; &quot; 15 &quot;

1850, no return made, 552

1852,* 61 acres, and 1,129
&quot; &quot; u

POTATOES.
The following will show the quantities raised :

1842, no return of acres, 2,522 bushels.

1848, 87 acres, and 7,716 bushels, being 88^- bushels per acre.

1850, 81 &quot;

8,718
&quot; &quot;

107^
1852,*138

&quot;

6,105
&quot; &quot; 45^

Part of Woodstock was detached from the Township, January 1st, 1?51.
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SHEEP & WOOL.
The following will show the number and quantity :

1842, 1,535 sheep, and 2,851ft), being lfft&amp;gt; per sheep.

1848, 3,112 8,810ib,
&quot;

2fft&amp;gt;

1850, 4,167 ll,359tt), 2fft&amp;gt;

1852,* 4,393
&quot; &quot;

11,623ft),
&quot;

HORSES.
1830, 37;f 1842,204; 1848,448; 1850,619; 1852,* 750.

NEAT CATTLE.
1830, 372

;J 1842, 1,484; 1848, 2,244; 1850, 2,520; 1852,* 1,

MILCH COWS.
1830,182; 1840,384; 1848, ____

; 1850, ____
; 1852,* 983.

HOGS.
1842,1,323; 1848,2,087; 1850,1,905; 1852,* 2,472.

MAPLE SUGAR.
1842, 31,530lb; 1848, 31,307ft&amp;gt;; 1850, 41,851ft&amp;gt;; 1852,* 21,900.

HAY.
1850, 1,379 tons; 1852,* 1,848 tons.

FULLED CLOTH.
1842, 1,001 yards; 1848, 1,904 yards; 1852,* 832 yard*.

FLANNEL.
184t, 1,949 yds.; 1848, 3,960 yds.; 1850, 4,458 yds.; 1852,* 3,704 yd.

--*-

TOWNSHIP OF EAST OXFORD COUNCIL.
1850.

William Burgess, Reeve.

John Leake, Henry Peers, James Scarff, and John Canada,
Assessors John Hall, R. H. Burtch, and Hugh Monroe.

Collector James McCallum.

Jonathan Tripp, Clerk and Treasurer.

of Woodstot:k was detached from the Township, January 1, 1851 .

Three years old and upwards.
t Two years old and upwards.
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1851.

William Burgess, Reeve.

Henry Peers, William Lemon, William Garbutt, and James Pettit.

Assessors William Peers and William Chambers.

Collector James McCallum.

Jonathan Tripp, Clerk and Treasurer.

1852.

William Burgess, Reeve.

William Lemon, William Peers, Stephen Cook, and Patrick Collins.

Assessor Charles Hughill.

Collector James McCallurn.

James Scarff, Clerk and Treasurer.



NAMES OF OFFICERS, &c.,

SINCE THE FORMATION OH THE DISTRICT OF BROCK.

SCHOOL STATISTICS.

a, County Rate only.
c Census return.

b Valued under New Assessment Act.

d Town of Woodstock detached from the Township.

EAST OXFORD S &quot;RUIN AND DECAY.&quot;

* Ifo return. b County Rate only. c Valued under the New Act.



TOWNSHIP OF NORTH OXFORD.

THE township of North Oxford is the smallest one in the county, and

triangular in shape. It is bounded on the north by the townships of East
and West Zorra, and Nissouri, (county of Oxford) ;

on the west by the town

ship of North Dorchester, (county of Middlesex) ;
and on the south-east by

the township of West Oxford, (county of Oxford,) and is divided therefrom

by the river Thames.

acres

and by the Assessors return, 19,537 acres, withal making a difference of

5,662 acres. With one exception West Zorra there is a discrepancy
between the two returns in every township, which we endeavor to account
for on page 50. But in none is the difference so great as in this the small
est township. We have good reason to believe that the Crown Land office

have neglected to add the thirty lots from North Dorchester which were

lately attached to North Oxford. The whole township is excellent land,
well timbered with hard wood. There is a large lime-stone quarry on its

south-eastern boundary. The Great Western Railroad runs -along the whole

length of the township.
There are three saw mills in the township, unitedly capable of sawing

8 0,0 ft. per annum ;
one flour mill, worth 2 5 0, and capable of grinding

4,000 bushels per annum, and one lath mill.

A portion of the village of St. Andrews now called Thamesford, is situa

ted in that portion of the township which formerly belonged to North
Dorchester.

The township was surveyed by Mr. Hamley in 1*799.

The foillowing are the first and only lots granted previous to 1800 :

Hon. D. W. Smith, July 16, 1799, 2nd con., lots 17, 18, 19, and B front,

600 acres.

Hon. John McGill, Aug. 3, 1799, 2nd con., lots 8, 10, 12, 13, and 15,
1000 acres.

Hon. John McGill, Aug. 3, 1799, 3rd con., lots 9, 11, 13, 14, and 16,
1000 acres.

Hon. John McGill, Aug. 3, 1799, 5th con., lot 8, 200 acres.

The first lot sold by the Government was No. 20 in the 1st and 2nd con.

It-was sold to Mr. Calvin Martin on the 23rd day of January, 1830, at the

price of 15s. per acre.

In 1820, West, East and North Oxfords, were united, and were, together
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with Nissouri and Zorra, assessed together, at which period their united

population was 719 souJs. The same territory now has a population of

14,914 souk

By the old &quot;

Township Meeting Act,&quot; (1 Vic,, chap. 21, 1838,) junior

Townships were allowed to detach themselves so soon as they should con

tain thirty inhabited freeholders and householders. Under the authority of

this Act, North Oxford became detached January 1, 1842.

The following is a copy of the Assessment Roll for West Oxford, for the

year 1825, as far as it relates to persons then resident in North Oxford:

John McNames, James Carroll, and Abel Thornton, were the only per
sons who had taxable houses, and they were all squared log ones.

WHEAT.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres, 2,918 bushels.

1848, 589 acres, and 8,300
&quot;

being- 14 bushels per aero.

1850, 619 &quot;

7,390
&quot; 17

1852,*... 1,146
&quot;

19,740
&quot; &quot; 17

u

I.

* A portion of North Dorrnester was attached, and a portion of Ingersoll detached. January 1, 1852

U
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OATS.
Tho following will show the quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres, 4,692 bushels.

1848, 502 acres, and 10,660
&quot;

being 1 If bushels per acre.

1850, 420 &quot; &quot;

8,686
&quot; &quot; 20

1852,*... 700
&quot;

19,331 27J
&quot;

PEAS.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres, 1,1 17 bushels.

1850, 181 acres, and 2,093
&quot;

being 11 bushels per acre.

1852,*... 456
&quot; &quot;

6,922
&quot; &quot; 15 &quot;

BARLEY.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres, 41 9 bushels.

1848, 33 acres, and 636 &quot;

being 19 bushels per acre,.

1850, 41 &quot; &quot; 620 &quot; &quot; 15 &quot; &quot;

1852,*... 41
&quot; 844 &quot; &quot;

20J

RYE.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres, HO bushels.

1848, 16 acres, and 230 &quot;

being 14 bushels per acre.

1850, 2 &quot; 20 &quot; &quot; 10 &quot; &quot;

1852,*... 24
&quot; &quot; 359 &quot; &quot; 15 &quot;

INDIAN CORN.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres, 289 bushels.

1848, 50 acres, and 861 &quot;

being 17 bushels per acre.

1850, no return of acres, 256 &quot; &quot; &quot; &quot;

1851,*... 85 acres, and 1,642 21 g
&quot;

BUCKWHEAT.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres, 289 bushels.

1848, 28 acres, and 326 &quot;

being 11 bushels per acre.

1850, no return of acres, 256 &quot; &quot; &quot; &quot;

1852,* 19 acres, and 409 &quot; &quot; 19 u &quot;

POTATOES.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres, 5,026 bushels.

1848, 66 acres, and 5,241
&quot;

being 79| bushels per acre.

1850, 46 &quot; &quot;

3,746
&quot; &quot; 81

1852,*... 107
&quot; &quot;

5,784
&quot; 54 44

portion of Nort i Dorch&amp;gt;tr \v ttt4ifhd, and * portion *f Ingro!l dttehl, Junnar) 1, L8ftt,
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SHEEP &, WOOL.
The following will show the number and quantities:

1842, 443 sheep, and 1,241 Ibs wool, being* 2| Ibs per sheep.
1848, 1,491

* &quot;

3,624
&quot; &quot; &quot;

2|
&quot; &quot;

1850, 1,273
&quot; &quot;

3,184
&quot; &quot; 2 &quot; &quot;

1852,* 2,314
&quot; &quot;

6,897
&quot; &quot; &quot;

2|
&quot; &quot;

HORSES.
1842, 77. 1850, 222.

1848, 165. 1852,* 339.

NEAT CATTLE.
1842, 673. 1850, 847.

1848, 1,046. 1852,* 1,681.

MILCH COWS.
1840, 121. 1848, . 1852,* 633.

HOGS.
1842, 437, 1850, 386.

1848, 740. 1852,* 1 ,136.

MAPLE SUGAR.
1842, 8,176 Ibs. 1850, 16,405 Ibs.

1848, 15,770
&quot;

1852,* 20,477
&quot;

HAY.
1850, ^.595 tons. 1852,* 2,629 tons.

FULLED CLOTH.
1842 443yds. 1848, 781yds. 1852,*.. .589 yds,

FLANNEL.
1842, 312yds. 1850 1,155yds.
1848, 1,799

&quot;

1852, 2,183
&quot;

TOWNSHIP OF NORTH OXFORD COUNCIL.

1850.

John Brady, Reeve.

John Mathews, John Croty, James Henderson, John Armstrong.

Assessor and Collector Abraham Hillsdale.

Thomas Peacock, Clerk and Treasurer.

* A portion of North Dorrhester wa attached, and a portion of Infertoll detaihed, Jan, 1, 1835.



162 TOWNSHIP OF NORTH OXFORD.

1851.

James Henderson, Reeve.

John Armstrong, John Croty, John Brady, W. S. Light.

Assessor Henry Croty.

Collector Abraham H iilsdal e.

Thomas Peacock, Clerk.

Treasurer W. A. Ramsay.

1852.

W. S. Light, Reeve.

James Henderson, James Armstrong, Ebenezer Gold ing, Neil McKay

Assessors Donald McKay, Wallace Crawford.

Collector George Allen.

Abraham Hillsdale, Clerk; James Park, Treasurer.



LIST OF TOWNSHIP OFFICERS, &C., SINCE THE FIRST FORMATION OF

THE TOWNSHIP.

SCHOOL STATISTICS.

a, By Census- Return. b Count v R;iie onlv. c According to New Assessment Act.u iy t &amp;lt;! i? M. * jrvy u rii- o \. Uit in v iwwo wmy , ^ v wr^j g iv AIw* ^ 10

i A portion oi North Dorchester attached, ami 725 acres detached, to form a part of the corporation
of lHersoll

e Five pounds of this amount borrowed from County Council.

NORTH OXFORD S &quot;RUIN AND DECAY.&quot;

No return. b County Tax only. e Valued under the new Act ,



TOWNSHIP OF ZORRA.

WHEN the first territorial division of the Province was made, July, 1792,

the township of Zorra was unsurveyed and unknown. The first allusion

made to it by any Act of Parliament was in 1821, (2nd Geo. IV, chapter

3rd), by which Act it was, together with the township of Missouri, added to

the county of Oxford.

The township was surveyed in 1820, by Mr. ShubalParke. The whole

township contains excellent land of hard wood mostly maple, beech, and

elm. There is very little pine.

On December 22, 1797, July 6, 1804, January 5th, 1815, October 20th,

1819, and January 1st, 1820, 69,068 acres of the lands of Zorra were

granted to persons in parcels, mostly of 100 and 200 acres. Joseph Ran-

dell, Daniel Randell, Robt. Roseburgh, Thomas Roseburgh, Samuel Rose-

burgh, Lewis Evans, Shubal Parke, and Thomas Woomack, were the only

ones to whom was granted so little as 50 acres; Thomas Merritt and James

Kerby, the only ones to whom was granted 1000 acres each; and the only

person who received above that quantity was Mr. Thaddeus Davis, to whom

was granted 5,069 acres. In the same year in which he received this, he

received 4,290 acres in the township of Nissouri.

Previous to 1822, the township of Zorra, Missouri, and West and North

Oxfords, were assessed together, at which period their united population

was 719 souls. The same territory now has a population of 14,914

souls.

The township was first organized in 1822, by a warrant issued by Char

les Ingersoll
and Peter Teeple, Esquires. The first township officers were

Joseph Fitch, town clerk; Joseph Fitch and Henry Larne, assessors; and

Alpheus Talf, collector.

The following is a copy of the assessment roll for 1822, as far aa th&amp;lt;

householders and landholders are concerned :
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It must be borne in mind that the above includes what is now East and
West Zorra.

At this period, there were only 145 acres cleared in the whole township,
and the only taxable house was a hewed log one of Mr. Alexander McGre

gor s,



TOWNSHIP OF EAST ZORBA.

(SEE &quot;TOWNSHIP OF ZORRA,&quot; PAGE 164.)

BY the Act 8th Victoria, chapter 7, (1845,) it is enacted, &quot;That East Zor-
ra shall consist and include of so much of the present township of Zorra
as lies eastward of the line dividing the 8th Concession thereof from the
9th.&quot; This township is bounded on the north by the township of Wilmot,
(county of Waterloo) ;

on the east by the township of Blandlbrd (county
of Oxford), the River Thames forming the boundary of about two-thirds

of the distance
;
on the south by the townships of Blandford and North

Oxford (county of Oxford) ;
and on the west by the township of West

Zorra (county of Oxford).

According to the return made by the Crown Land Office, the township
contains 55,200 acres, and according to the assessors return, 57,340, being
2,140 acres more.

The township is settling and improving very fast. The &quot; Woodstock and
Huron Plank and Gravel Road&quot; runs through this township. About four

miles from Woodstock, on this road, is a church and a small settlement

called &quot;

Huntington.&quot;
In this neighbourhood is situated the house of Ar

thur FaruKT, Esij., which is considered the best house in the county.
There are luree saw mills, worth unitedly 380, and capable of sawing

148,000 feet per annum. One grist mill, worth 600, and capable of

grinding 1 4,000 bushels a year. One oatmeal mill, worth 500, capable of

grinding 9,500 barrels of meal a year; and one carding arid fulling mill,

worth 275
;
cards 7,000lb of wool, and fulls 1,500 yards of cloth, per an

num.
The first lot in the township sold by the Government, was Lot No. 2, in

the 9th Concession. It was sold to Mr. John Strong, at 11s. 3d. per acre,

on the 14th day of June, 1830.
j

On the 27th day of April, an Agricultural Society was formed in the

township. A. Farmer, President
; Joseph Thwaits, Vice-President

;
J. Tur

ner, Secretary and Treasurer; J. Smith, H. Sew ell, John Harrington, H.

Stewart, C. Caistor, Samuel Auchenlick, R. Adams, J. Barnes, and Thomas

Buckle, Directors.

On Wednesday, the 6th October,t he first annual show of the Society was

held at Donaldson s &quot;Cumberland
Inn,&quot;

at which the following prizes were

awarded :

THOROUGH-BRED CATTLE.

Best Cow Richard Adams l

2nd best Cow A. H. Farmer, Diploma.
Best Bull Alexander Wilson 10

2nd best Bull Robert McDonald, Diploma.
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Best 2 years old Heifer Richard Adams 10

Best yearling Heifer A. H. Farmer 10

Best heifer Calf- Richard Adams 7 6

2nd best heifer Calf A. H. Farmer, Diploma.

GRADE CATTLE.

Best Bull Robert Alway 10

2nd best Bull James Reid 5

Best 2 years ol dBull Hiram Shadwick 10

2nd best 2 years old Bull S. Thompson 5

Best yearling Bull John Harrington 10

2nd best do. Alex. Willson 5

Best bull Calf Wm. Danby 7 6

Best Cow Rev. F. D. Fauquiere 15

2nd best Cow John Barnes 10

3rd best Cow John Scott 5

Best two year old Heifer Richard Adams 10

2nd best two year old Heifer Jos. Turner 5

Best yearling Heifer H. Hunting-ford _ 7 6

2nd best yearling Heifer Jos. Thwaites 5

Best Heifer Calf John Scott, 076
2nd best do. Thomas Fox, 5

Best Yoke of Oxen Henry Huntingford 10
2nd best do. Caleb Caister, 5

Best yoke of 4 years old steers G. Smith 7 6
Best yoke of 3 years old steers Thos. Fox 7 6

Best yoke of two years old steers J. Barnes 5

HORSES.

Best Brood Mare -David Bott 15
2nd best do. Thomas Buckle 10
Best 3 years old Filly John Smith 10
2nd best do. Richard Adams 5

Best two years old filly David Bott 10
2nd best do. Thomas Buckle 5

Best foal David Bott 076
2nd best foal Richard Adams 5

THOROUGH-BRED SHEEP.

Best ram John Barnes 10
Best tup lamb Thomas Millman 5

Best Pens of Ewes Rev. F. D. Fauquiere, 15

GRADE SHEEP.

Best ram John Scott ] o
2nd best ram Henry Harwood 5

x
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Best tr.p lainb Richard Adams 5

2nd best do. John Jackson 1 6

Best pen of ewes Rev. F. D. Fauquiere 15

2nd best do. John Donaldson 7 6

Best pen of ewe lambs John Jackson 10

2nd best do Jos. Turner, 5

HOGS.

Best boar John Smith 10

Best breeding sow Samuel Thompson 10

2nd best do. John Donaldson 5

Best Spring pigs Joseph Turner, 10

FARM PRODUCE.

Best Fall wheat John Jackson 15

2nd best do. George Skelton 5

Best Spring wheat Samuel Thompson 1 6

2nd best do. Robert Millman 050
Best barley S. Auchinleck 7 6

2nd best barley John Jackson 5

Best Oats Robert Millman 7 6

2nd best Oats &quot;Wm. Harrington, 5

Best Pease John Jackson 7 6

2nd best Pease John Donaldson 5

Best Turnips John Jackson 5

2nd best Turnips A. H. Farmer 2

,t Potatoes Isaac Cook 5

2nd best Potatoes Thomas Fox 2 6

Best Carrots Isaac Cook - 5

2nd best Carrots Joseph Turner 2 6

Best Mangelwurzel Joseph Turner 5

2nd best do. Richard Adams 026

DAIRY PRODUCE.

Best firkin of Butter Caleb Caister 010
2nd best do. Jos. Thwaites 076
Best fresh Butter Hiram Shadwick 7 .6

2nd best do. George Skelton 050
3rd do. do. John Barnes

Best Cheese Joseph Thwaites 10

2nd ben* io. George Skelton 050
3rd do. do. Joseph Turner,

2 C
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WHEAT.
The following will show the quantities raised :

1842,*no return of acres, 17,413 bushels.

1848, 2,255 acres,, and 34,255 bushels, being 15 bushels per acr.

1850,3,040
&quot;

40,395
&quot;

13i
&quot;

1852, 3,586
&quot; &quot;

59,165
&quot; ft &quot;

OATS.
The following will show the quantities raised :

1 842,*no return of acres,33,l 54 bushels.

1848, 1,620 acres, and 37,457 bushels, being 2 3 bushels per acre,

1850,1,769
&quot; 46,001

&quot; &quot; 25

1852, 2,623
K &quot;

69,471
&quot; M

26-J-

PEAS.
The following will show the quantities raised :-

1842,* no return of acres,10,253 bushels.

1850, 655 acres, and 9,545 bushels, being 14-|- bushels per aera.

1852, 801 &quot; &quot;

9,707
&quot; 12

BARLEY.
The following will show the quantities raised :

1842,* no return of acres, 3,533 bushels.

1848, 50 acres and 1,068 bushels, being 21 bushels per acre.

1850, 221 &quot; &quot;

1,616
tt

7J
&quot;

1852, 82 *
1,618

&quot;

19f

RYE.

1842,* no return of acres, 134 bushels, being-
- bushels per acre.

1848, 29 acres and 288 &quot; &quot; 9 &quot; &quot;

1850, 6 &quot; &quot; 40 &quot; &quot; 6

1852, 17 &quot; 274 &quot; &quot; 16

INDIAN CORN.
1842,* no return of acres, 134 bushels.

1848, 82 acres, and 2,110 bushels,being 25-J bushels per aor&amp;lt;.

1850, 83 &quot; &quot;

1,836
&quot; &quot; 22 &quot;

1852, 99 *
2,092

&quot; 21 &quot; &quot;

BUCKWHEAT.
1842,* no return of acres, 675 bushels, being bushels per acre.

1848, 5 acres, and 79 &quot; &quot; 16 &quot;

1850, no return made, 282 &quot; &quot;

1852, 9 acres, and 143 &quot; * 16 &quot; &quot;

*The whola of Zorra bsiora it was divided.
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POTATOES.
The following will show the quantities raised :

1842,* no return of acres, 36,632 bushels.

1848, 128 acres, and 12,153 bushels, being 95 bushels per acre.

1850, 174 &quot;

15,699
&quot; &quot; 90 &quot; &quot;

1852, 280 &quot;

9,382 33 &quot;

SHEEP & WOOL.
The following will show the number and quantity :

1842,* 4,131 sheep, and 7,098ib, being lfft&amp;gt; per sheep.

1848, 3,874
&quot; &quot;

9,056ft&amp;gt;,

1850, 4,898
&quot; &quot;

10,769ft,
&quot;

1852, 5,321
&quot; &quot;

13,873ft),
&quot;

HORSES.
1830,* 75;f 1842,* 511; 1848,545; 1850,587; 1852,813.

NEAT CATTLE.
1830,*795;t 1842,* 4,556; 1848,2,709; 1850, 3,271 ; 1852, 3,744.

MILCH COWS.
4 .

, v

1830,* 345; 1840,* 828; 1848, ____
; 1850, ____

; 1852,1,802.

HOGS.

1842,* 2,412; 1848,2,408; 1850,1,930; 1852,2,472.

HAY.
1850, 1,451 tons; 1852, 1,107 tons.

MAPLE SUGAR. *

1842,* 61,225ft) ; 1848, 44,044ft&amp;gt;; 1850, 59,098ft&amp;gt;; 1852, 41,035.

FULLED CLOTH.

1842,* 2,133 yards; 1848, 1,534 yards; 1852, 2,030 yards.

FLANNEL.

1842,* 5,386 yds.; 1848, 5,015 yds.; 1850, 5,724 yds.; 185f, 4,914 yd*.

* The whole of Zorra before it wm divided,

t Three years old and upwards.
Tvro yr old and upward*.
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TOWNSHIP OF EAST ZORRA COUNCIL.

1850.

John Harrington, Reeve.

William Willson, R. H. Campbell, J. Brown, and Alexander McKay.
Assessors William Frazer and William Rowell.

Collector George Forbes.

Adam Marshall, Clerk and Treasurer.

1851.

John Harrington, Reeve.

William Willson, R. H. Campbell, J. Brown, and Alexander McKay.
Assessors George Blake and George Forbes.

Collector George Forbes.

Daniel Perry, Clerk. Hugh C. Barwick, Treasurer.

1852.

John Harrington, Reeve.

William Willson, William McKay, William Winters, and John Brown.

Assessor George Blake.

Collector

Daniel Perry, Clerk. H. C. Barwick, Treasurer.



LIST OF TOWNSHIP OFFICERS, &C.,
Of the Township of East Zorra,

SINCE THE FORMATION OF THE DISTRICT OF BROCK.

SCHOOL STATISTICS.

a County Rate only.
Census return.

b Valued under New Assessment Act.
d The whole Township before divided.

V

EAST ZORRA S &quot;RUIN AND DECAY.&quot;

No return. County Rate only. Valued under the Nw Act.



TOWNSHIP OF ZOHRA WEST

(SEE &quot;TOWNSHIP OF ZSRUA,&quot; PAGE 164.)

BY the 8th. Victoria, chapter 7, (1845,) it is enacted, &quot;That West Zorra

shall consist and include of so much of the present township of Zorra as

lies to the westward of the line dividing the 8th Concession from the 9th.&quot;

The township of West Zorra is bounded on the north by parts of the town

ships of Downie and Easthope (county of Perth) ;
on the west by the

township of East Zorra (county of Oxford) ;
on the south by the township

of North Oxford (county of Oxford) ;
and on the west by the Township

of East Nissouri (county of Oxford).

According to the return made by the Crown Land Oftice, there are

56,400 acres in the township. The Assessors return precisely the same

quantity ;
the only instance in the whole county of the two returns agree-

ing.
The polite village of Embro

,
established by the Municipal Council of

the county of Oxford, is composed of the west halves of Lots Nos. 1 1 and

12, in the 5th concession, and the east halves of Lots Nos. 11 and 12, in

the 4th concession; population about 350. Post three times a week.

The Division Courts for Division No. 3, are held there, and it is the place
of residence of our present much respected Warden, Donald Matheson,

Esq., J. P.

The population of the township are principally Highland Scotch, in

proof of which we need only add, that the enumerators returned on their

&quot;agricultural
sheets&quot; for that township 64 McKays; 25 Hurrays; 24

Rosses; 19 Sutheiiands; 15 McLeods;and 13 McDonalds.

The first lot in the township sold by the Government, was the north half

of lot 12, in the 4th concession. It was sold to Earnabus Ford, jr.,
on Jan

uary 13, 1832, at 10s. per acre, and the south half of the same lot to

Abel Ford, at the same price.

There is a person [male] residing in this township over 100 years of age.
There are three saw mills in the township ;

their united worth, 450,
and capable of sawing 260,000 feet per annum; two grist mills, worth

1,440, which grind 25,000 bushels per annum; and one wheat and bar

ley mill, worth 940; grinds 1,500 banies a year; one oat mill, worth

750; grinds 1,100 barrels per year; one carding and fulling mill, worth

250, cards 8,000 Ibs. wool, and fulls 2,000 yards of cloth, a year; and
one tannery, which manufactures 2,000 Ibs. of leather a year.

In 1838, there were only three recognized schools in the township. The
first, taught by Mr. Hugh Matheson : trustees L. Crittenden, Alexander
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Wood, and Wm. Walsh; No. of scholars, 20 boys. Gov t grant paid
7 7s. 6d. 2nd, Lewis Hyde, teacher; Leonard Lewis, O. Lewis, and G

W. Harris, trustees; scholars, 10 boys, 20 girls; Government grant,

5 17s. 6d. 3rd. Hugh Gordon, teacher; John D. Dent and George

McDonald, trustees; scholars, 17 boys and 4 girls:
amount of Government

grant, 7 7s. 6d.

WHEAT.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842,* no return of acres,l7,413 bushels.

1848, 1,857 acres, and 25,122
&quot;

being 13 bushels per acre.

1850, 2,372
&quot; &quot;

25,829
&quot; &quot;

10|
&quot; &quot;

1852, 2,863
&quot; &quot;

43,800 18|
&quot; &quot;

OATS.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842,* no return of acres, 53,154 bushels.

1848, 1,958 acres, and 47,017
&quot;

being 24 bushels per acre.

1850, 2,608
&quot; &quot;

48,492
&quot; &quot; 18

1852, 3,561
&quot; &quot;

86,402
&quot; &quot; 24

H

PEAS.
The following will ^how the quantities raised:

1842,*. _ .no return of acres,10,253 bushels.

1850, 586 acres, and 7,089
&quot;

being 12 bushels per acre.

1852, 801 &quot;

9,707
&quot; &quot; 12 &quot;

BARLEY.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842,* no return of acres, 3,533 bushels.

1848, 47 acres, and 988 &quot;

being 21 bushels per acre.

1850, 102 &quot; &quot;

1,328
&quot; &quot; 13 &amp;lt;

1852, 136 &quot; &quot;

2,993
&quot; &quot; 21 &quot; &quot;

RYE.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842,* no return of acres, 134 bushels.

1848, 3 acres, and 50 &quot;

being 17 bushels per acre.

* The whole of Zorra before it was divided*
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INDIAN CORN.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842,*. . .no return of acres, 1,775 bushels.
1848, 26 acres, and 622 being 24 bushels por
850, SO acres, and 564 &quot; &quot; 19

1852, 54 acres, and 961 &quot; &quot; 18

BUCKWHEAT.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842,*. ..no return of acres, 675 bushels.
348, .... 1 acres, and 1 94 being 19 bushels per acre.
.850, no return of acres, 209 &quot;

1852, 22 acres, and 282 &quot; 13

POTATOES.
3 he following will show the quantities raised:

1842,*. . .no return of acres 36,632 bushels.
=3,. . ) acres, arid 14,335 being 62J bushels psr acre,

18oO,.... 213 17,721 83*
1852,.... 280 &quot;

9,382 33 j

SHEEP & WOOL.
The following will show the number and quantities:

J^

*
-?&amp;gt;

131 sheeP, and 7,098 Ibs. wool, being- Ibs. per shoep,
848, 5,016 &quot;

&quot;11,488
&quot;

2| &quot;

1850, 5,414 &quot;

&quot;11,719 2 &quot;
&quot;

1852, 6,350 &quot;14,400
&quot;

2^
&quot;

HORSES.

^30,* 75.f 1842,* 511.
527. 1850,* 694.

781*

NEAT CATTLE.
1842* 4,556.

3j462 - 1850 s 767 -

4,084.

The whole ofZorra before it w*s divided.
Three years old and upwards.

J Two years oid and upward*.
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MILCH COWS.
1830,* 345. 1840,* 828. 1850,

1852, 1 350.

HOGS.

1842,* 2,412, 1848, 2,382.

1850, 2,133. 1 852,* 2,443.

MAPLE SUGAR.
1842,* 61,225 Ibs. 1848, 36,016 Ibs.

1850, 49,491
&quot;

1852, 33,740
&quot;

HAY.

1850, 1,331 tons. 1852,* 1,732 tons.

FULLED CLOTH.
1842,*... 2,1 33 yds. 1848, 2,064yds. 1852,... 1,942 yds.

FLANNEL.
1842,* 5,386yds. 1850, 5,843yds.
1848, 7,004 1852, 2,533

&quot;

TOWNSHIP OF WEST ZORRA COUNCIL.

1850.

Donald Watson, Reeve.

Angus Munro, Benson Pelton, J. M. Ross, Alexander Clark.

Assessors: Asa H, Allcock, Alexander Gordon. James McKay.

Collector : Alexander Ross.

Alexander Wood, Clerk and Treasurer.

Th# whol of Zorra before it was divided.
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1851.

Donald Watson, Reeve.

J. M. Ross, Benson Pelton, George Gordon, Alexander Clark.

Assessor : Alexander Wood.

Collector : Alexander Ross.

Alexander Wood, Clerk and Treasurer.

1852.

Donald Watson, Reeve.

J. M. Ross, George Gordon, Benson Pelton, Alexander Clark.

Assessors : William Holloway, Alexander Gordon.

Collector not appointed.

Alexander Wood, Clerk and Treaiurer.



LIST OF TOWNSHIP OFFICERS, &c, OF WEST ZORRA,
Since the formation of the District of Brock.

- *-

SCHOOL STATISTICS.

a By Census Return. b County
d i owiishi) boiora it was divided.

Rate only. c According to New Assessment Act.

e L&quot; 28 of this amount Juaaed by County Council.

WEST ZORRA S &quot;RUIN AND DECAY.&quot;



TOWNSHIP OF NORWICH.

THE township of Norwich is one of the three largest townships in the

County. It is bounded on the east
&quot;by

the township of Winclham (County
of Norfold ;) on the north,;by the township of East Oxford (county of Oxford) ;

on the west by the township of Dereham (county of Oxford) ;
and on the

south, by the township of Middleton (county of Norfolk.)
In the first territorial division of the Province (made July 16th, 1*792,)

the township of Norwich formed a part of the county of Norfolk, and was
described as follows :

&quot; the township of Norwich lies to the east of, and

adjoining to, Dereham.&quot; A very satisfactory and definite description, surely.

By the Act 38 Geo.IIL, Chapter 5 (1798), the township of Norwich was
one of &quot; the townships which formed the county of Oxford,&quot; which Act did
not come into force until January 1st, 1800.

By the Act 2 Geo. IV., Chapter 3 (1821), it is provided
&quot; that the gore

of land on the east side of the township of Norwich be attached to, and
become a part of, that

township.&quot;

The township was surveyed in 1709, by Mr. -Hamley, assisted by
Colonel John Bostwich. The &quot;

gore&quot;
was surveyed by Peter Corroll, Esq.,

in 1835.

The first lands which were grant in the township, were gifts, in quantities
of from 100 to 1000 acres, to various individuals, on the 2 2nd day of July,
1800.

The first lot sold by the Government was the south half of Lot No. 16,
in the fourth Concession. It was sold to Mr. James Holmes, on the 20th

day of February, 1830, at 14s. per acre. We had prepared, at much time
and cost, a long chapter respecting the first settlement, &c. &c., of this in

teresting township, but have been obliged to surpress it, in consequence of
our intended little work having already swelled into a large one. We must,
therefore, content ourselves by copying the foliowing extract from Gourlay s

Canada a history of Canada, published in 1818:
&quot; At a meeting held in the township of Norwich, the 5th of the first month,

1818, according to law, for choosing town officers. The proposal by R. Gourlay,
for publishing a Statistical Account of the Province of Upper Canada, in order to ex
hibit correct ideas respecting the encouragement this fine country holds out to such
Europeans as have a mind to emigrate in quest of a country rich in natural resour
ces, but poor in point of population, in order to improve and occupy the natural
advantages thereof, to their individual interest and happiness of their families.
His proposals being read, the meeting made choice of Peter Lossing, to draft a
schedule of the beginning and progress of several of the first adventurers into the
wilderness about 12 miles from any settlements, and also appointed John Shroe-
aorton, William Curtis, Eliai Moore, and Petor McLees, to assist th aforeraen-
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tioned Peter Lossing, in preparing correct answers to the several queries suggest
ed by the said E-. Gourlay, affording materials for giving an accurate description
of Norwich in an agricultural point of view, and to affix their signatures to the

statement forwarded to the said II. Gourlay.&quot;

2nd. A few families arrived in 1808, but very little progrestill 1811.

3rd. Two houses appropriated for public worship of the Society of Friends ;

three approved ministers of that society.

4th. One regular bred practitioner of physic and sergery.

5th. Three Schools; common fees, per quarter, 15 board and lodgings
found.

6th. No lack of houses of entertainment.

7th. No licensed taverns, dram shops, nor distilleries.

8th. One store, one grist mill, two others buildings, three saw-mills. Price of

boards at the saw-mill, pine, 1 11s. 3d. per thousand square feet.

PETER LOSSING.
THOMAS SHROCKMORTON.
WILLIAM CURTIS.

ELIAS MOORE.
PETER McLEES.

Several thousand bushels of wheat to spare over what is required to supply
the inhabitants.&quot;

&quot;Worth of an horse, 15 ;
of a cow, 6 5s.

;
of an ox, 7 10s. ; of a

sheep, 12s. 6.
; quantity of wool, per sheep, 3lbg.

; price of wool, per Ib. 2s. ;

average bushels wheat, per acre, 20 bushels. Price of land, in 1811, 6i, Sd. and

in 1817, 13s.&quot;
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According to the return made at the Crown Land Office, there are only
66,200 acres in the township ; and, according to the assessors

, 69,138
acres, showing a difference between the two returns of 2,938, acres.

The first town meeting was held in 1816, at which Thomas Lossing was

appointed township clerk.

The Census Enumerators for 1852 return, as
&quot;cultivated,&quot; 25,079 acres,

and, as
&quot;wild,&quot; 30,959 acres, making a total of 56,038 acres, &quot;occupied,&quot;

being 3,210 acres less than the return made by the assessors for the
same year. We think the discrepancy is easily accounted for. Under the
new Assessment Act, the lands of non-residents are placed, with respect to

taxes, in a much worse position than the lands of residents, and the taxes
thereon being obliged to be paid nearly as soon, but through a more cir

cuitous channel, consequently a large quantity is
&quot;

given in&quot; to the assessors

which is really not occupied.

Notwithstanding, the township has steadily, uniformly, and even fastly
increased since its first settlement, as can be seen by its

&quot; Ruin and Decay
&quot;

table. It will have to increase stillfaster than it has hitherto done, if it

does not wish to be crowded off from the &quot; head of the heap
&quot;

by Blenheim,
Dereham, and West Zorra. Blenheim has this year within 244 of its popu
lation, and actually beats it in wheat by 50,340 bushels, and in oats, by
6,372 bushels ! Even the &quot;new

township&quot; of Dereham has within 1595
of its population, and actually beats it in potatoes, turnips, and cheese.

There are twelve saw-mills in the township, unitedly worth 5,400, and

capable of sawing, (and no doubt do), 4,160,000 feet of lumber per annum.
Two grist mills, worth 2,750, capable of grinding 45,000 bushels per
annum.

The saw-mill situated on lot 25, 2nd concession, is a really splendid mill,
worth 750, and capable of sawing 900,000 feet per year. The next best

is a steam one, situated on lot 7, on the same concession it is capable of

sawing 800,000 feet a year.
Otterville is a beautiful clean, and flourishing village, situated on lot No.

12, 8th concession, the Otter Creek flowing throughout. Post every day.

Population, about 250.

NorwichmUe is a busy little place, situated on lots Nos. 7 and 8, on the

4th concession. Post every day. Population, about 300. No. 4 Division

Court is held in the villiage, and it is the place of residence of Mr. Carnaby,
the clerk of said Court. Norwichville Post Office was established in 1830,
It was the second * one established in the county, Oxford (now Ingersoll)

being the first. Mr. Peter Lossing was postmaster, 1832, and part of 1833
;

but whether he wast the first one or not, we do not know. The amount
received for postage, for those two years, were: for 1832 28 17s. 5d.,

and for 1833, 37 16s. 7d. E. Cook, Esq., was appointed postmaster in

1833. D. D. Willson had the contract, in 1832, for carrying the mail

from and to Norwich and Burford, once a week, for which he received 10
8s. Od. for the year. He had also the contract for the year 1833, for which
he received 10 16s. 3d. For 1834, Mr. J. H. Wilson had the contract,

* The Burford Post Office was established about the same time as the Oxford one, but this township
Hot &quot;now&quot; belonging to the county is not reckoned.
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for which lie received 12. The average rate which the mail was carried

for these three years was three miles an hour.

By the kindness of the present postmaster, Thomas Wallace, Esq., we are

enabled to present the following, as the receipts for the last two years :

The above shows a decrease of 29 6s. 3d,, for the last twelve months,
which is accounted for by the great reduction lately made in postage. The

carriage of a letter now to Quebec is only 3d., whereas it was Is. 7d.

eighteen months ago.
i^j ^J

Mr. W. R. Kirby has the present contract for carrying the mail from Bur-

ford to Norwich, six times a-week, and to St. Thomas three times a week,
for which he receives 325 currency a-year.

Norwich is a little ahead of all the other townships in the following

articles, viz :

Neat cattle, 5,225 Milch cows, 2,258

Butter,.., 112,930ft) Cheese, 112,543ft&amp;gt;

Wool, 20,815ft) Hogs, 5,054

Hay, 4,732 tons. Maple Sugar, .. 56,203ft&amp;gt;

Flannel, 10,794 yds. Indian Corn, 28,662 bus.

Buckwheat, 3,895 bus. Barley, 3,886 bus.

Mr. Peter Lossing and Peter Delong purchased, July 7th, 1810, of Mr.

Wm. Willcox, 15,000 acres of land, comprising the following lots, viz:

Nos. 8, 9, 11, 13, and 14, in the 1st and 3rd concessions; lots Nos. 8, 10,

11, 12, and 14, in the 2d con.; Block No. 2, and lots Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8,

10, 11, 12, and 14, in the 4th and 6th concessions; and lots Nos. 1, 2, 4, 6,

7, 8, 9, 11 and 14, in the 5th con. in Block 5 and 6; and lots Nos. 1, 2, 4,

6 and 7, in the 7th, 9th and llth concessions; and lots Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5, & 7,

in the 8th, 10th and 12th concessions, in blocks Nos. 9 and 13.

For a number of years there was much trouble and difficulty occasioned

with respect to the position of the said lots, in consequence of the very im

perfect manner in which they had been surveyed. In answer to the prayer
of a very numerously signed petition, the Legislature, in 1835, passed an
Act (15 William IV., Chap. 26), whereby George Rykert, David Gibson,
and John Bailey, were appointed commissioners,

&quot; Whose duty it shall be,

within three months after the 1st of June next, to proceed to the said town

ship of Norwich, and personally to examine,&quot; &amp;lt;fec.
&amp;lt;fec.,

and u
shall confirm

and continue, or alter, annul, and disallow, any and all, or part, or parts of
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e Sa ra intended

There is a female in the township upwards of 100 years of age. What
there * in the township since siie was 70 years old!

a

WHEAT.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres, 20,480 bushels.

t^t
aC1 eS

&amp;gt;

and
S
2 2 8 bushels

&amp;gt;

bein 14* bushels Per acre.
1850,5,047 72,859

&quot; 14!
1852, 5,628 &quot;

103,449

OATS.
The following will show the quantities raised :

_
1842, no return of acres, 21,589 bushels.

1848, 1,772 acres, and 56,131 bushels, being 31 bushels per acre
1850,2,321 64,954 &quot;27*

1852,2,625 81,261
&quot;

S0f

PEAS.
The following will show the quantities raised :

1 842, no return of acres, 9,506 bushels.

1850, 1,055 acres, and 15,597 bushels, being 14f bushels per acre
1852, 990 20,512 2o|

BARLEY.
The following will show the quantities raised :

1842, no return of acres, 885 bushels.

1848, 1 80 acres and 3,836 bushels, being 2 1 bushels per acre
850, 185 &quot;

3,121 lei
1852, 162 3,886 24

BYE.
1842, no return of acres, 278 bushels, being bushels per acre

8, 85 acres and 831 &quot;

9f (

1850, 25 200 8
1852, J8 &quot; 273 &quot;

9} -.
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INDIAN CORN.
1842, 695 acres, arid 18,267 bushels, being 26J bushels per acre
1850, 656 &quot;

13,377 &quot;

2o|
1852,1,120

&quot;

28,663
&quot;

2o

BUCKWHEAT.
1842, no return of acres, 1,125 bushels, being bushels per acre.

348, 66 acres, and 1,481
&quot; 22A &quot; &quot;

1850, no return made, 1,992
&quot;

&quot; *t

1852, 193 acres, and 3,895
&quot;

&quot; ^0 &quot; -

POTATOES.
The

following will show the quantities raised :

1842, no return of acres, 28,605 bushels.

848, 169 acres, and 18,477 bushels, being 109* bushels per acre.
1850, 168 15,890 94
1852, 246 5,455 22

SHEEP&WOOL.
The following will show the number and quantity :

-

1842, 5,397 sheep and ll,848lb, being 2fft&amp;gt; per sheep
1848, 9,591 24,625lb, 2|lb
1850, 8,073 25,01 Yft, 3 lb

1852, 7,346 20,815ft&amp;gt;,

HORSES.
1830, 201;* 1842,532; 1848, 1,370; 1850, 1,553; 1852, 1,788.

NEAT CATTLE.
1830,1,183; 1842,4,166; 1848,4,946; 1850,4,946; 1852, 5,325.

MILCH COWS.
1830,592; 1840,1,138; 1848, ....; 1850, ._; 18o2, 2,258.

HOGS.
1842,3,264; 1848,4,491; 1850,3,549; 1852,5,054.

HAY.
1850, 3,62a tons; 1852, 4,732 tons.

MAPLE SUGAR,
; 1848 C8 223jlj

; 18^0, 89,837ft&amp;gt;; 1852, 56,203lb.
* Three years old and upwards.
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FULLED CLOTH.

1842, 3,515 yards; 1848, 3,855 yards; 1852, 2,928 yards.

FLANNEL.

1842,6,421 yds.; 1848,11,187 yds.; 1850,14,022yds.: 1852, 10,794 yds .

TOWNSHIP OF NORWICH COUNCIL.

1850.

Garry V. Delong, Reeve.

John Griffin, Michael Stover, Truman Willcox, Asa Durkee.

Assessors: James Cromwell, Jesse Cornell, William Jacob.

Collector: Abraham Swartout.

Mosee Mott, Clerk and Treasurer.

1851.

Truman Willcox, Reeve.

Asa Durkee, Michael Stover, John Griffin, Benjamin Holmes.

Assessors : James McLees, Samuel James.

Collector: Abraham Swartout.

Moses Mott, Clerk and Treasurer.

1852.

Asa Durkee, Reeve.

Michael Stover, John Griffin, Benjamin Holmes, Sydney J. Wright.

A ssessor : James McLees.

Collector: Abraham Swartout.

Moses Mott, Clerk and Treasurer.



LIST OF TOWNSHIP OtfFlCEUS, &C.,
Of the Township of Norwich,

SINCE THE FORMATION OF THE DISTRICT OF BROCK.

Years

1840
1841
184-2

1843
IS 41

1840
If 17

J849
1*50
1851

1852

d

6
9
1

6
9
8
4
6
3

SCHOOL STATISTICS.

NORWICH S &quot;RUIN A\D DECAY.&quot;

a No return. b County R/ttc only. V.ilnod under the New Act,



TOWNSHIP OF BLANDFORD.

THE township of Blandford is bounded on the east by the township of Blen

heim (county of Oxford,) on the north by the township of Wilmot (county
of Waterloo); on the south by the township of East Oxford (county of

Oxford) ;
and divided therefrom by the Governors Road, which is planked;

and on the west by the township of East Zorra (county of Oxford), and

divided therefrom mostly by the river Thames.
The township is described in Smith?s Gazetteer (1846), as follows :

&quot; The timber is principally pine. In the south of the township are several

ponds and small lakes, varying in size, from 50 to 200 acres, and surrounded

by swamps.&quot; Smith s Canada ( 1 851 ) describes it as a &quot; Small well watered,
well settled township. The timber a mixture of hardwood and

pine.&quot;

This last description we endorse
; but, while we admit that it is a &quot; small

r

township, we feel bound, in justice to it to state, that the township sofWest and
North Oxfords are smaller.

The township was attached to East Oxford till 1836, in which year the

first township meeting was held, Rev. Adam Vansittart occupied the

chair. W. H. Laudon was appointed assessor
;
L. T. Thorp, collector

;
and

Win. Lapenotiere, township clerk.

In the first territorial division of Upper Canada (made by Proclamation

on July 16th, 1792, by Governor Simcoe) the territory which afterwards
formed the township of Blandford, formed a part of the West Riding of

York, and was described by the first Surveyor General, as follows: &quot; A
township the most westerly in the West Riding of York county, lies north

ward of Dundas Street, opposite to Oxford, and is washed by the river

la Tranche&quot; (Thames.)

By the Act 38 Geo. III., chapter 5 (1798), the township of Blandford

was attached to the county of Oxford.

A part of the tov.nship was surveyed by Mr. Augustus Jones in 1793, a

part by Mr.- Law in 1797, a part by Andrew Miller in 1824, a part

by Malilon Burwell in 1832, and a pail f park lots&quot;) by Mr. Peter Carroll

in 1834.

The first lots in the township granted by the Crown, was on the 15th

November, 1828. They were granted to Abraham A. R. Nellies, for what

services we have not been able to ascertain. The following lots were so

grantedo

Con. 1 ____ Lot 18 ____ 141 Acres.
&quot; 2 ____ &quot;

1 ____ 200 &quot;

2 ____ &quot;18 ____ 233 &quot;

&quot;4. &quot;11 ____ 69 &quot;

Con. 10 ____ Lot 4 ____ All.
&quot; 10 ____

&quot;10,
____ S. part,

136 acres.

&quot;10 ____ &quot;

4,. .200
&quot;
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The first lot sold by the Government was the east half lot, No. 25, 1st

concession, which was on January 19th, 1832: the purchaser, Mr. Thomas

Rowland, and the price, 12s. 6d. per acre.

In 1820, 20,000 acres of the lands of the township were appropriated for

the endowment of a College, together with 126,828 acres in other parts of

the Province.

According to the return made by the Crown Land Office, the township
contains 29,200 acres, including that portion of the town of Woodstock
which lies north of the Governor s Road (or Dnndas Street), which em
braces about 730 acres; and, according to the assessors return, 29,710

acres, without any portion of the town of Woodstock.

The only mill in the township is a saw-mill, worth 250, capable of

cutting 200,000 feet per annum.

W H E A T.*

The following will show the quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres, 3,562 bushels.

1848, 1,204 acres, and 18,187
&quot;

being 15 bushels per aro.
1850, 1,161

&quot; &quot; 17,912
&quot; &quot;

15|
&quot; &quot;

1852,f... 1,758
&quot;

35,525
&quot; &quot; 20 &quot;

OAT S.*

Tho following will show tho quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres, 5,274 bushels.

1848, 520 acres, and 14,376
&quot;

being 27*} bushels per acre.

1850, 716 &quot; &quot;

18,729
&quot; &quot; 26 &quot;

1852,t---840
&quot; &quot;

26,792
&quot; &quot; 31 f

&quot;

PEAS.*
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres, 603 bushels.

1850, 220acrcH, and 4,101
&quot;

being 18^ bushels per acre.

1852,f-._379
&quot;

7,078
&quot; &quot; 18 &quot; &quot;

BARLEY.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres, 640 bushels.

1848, 68 acree,and 1,203
&quot;

being 17 bushels per acre.

1850, 79 &quot;

1,168 14|
&quot;

1852, 32 &quot; &quot; 666 &quot; 4&amp;lt;

20|
&quot; &quot;

* One gentleman (a largo farmer ,) positively refused to give in a returR of his grain, consequently
a few hundred bushels should be added to these amounts,

t Woodstock wns detached in 1831.
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RYE.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1 842, no return of acres, 74 bushels.

1850, 28 acres, and 265 &quot;

being 9 bushels per acre.

1852,*... 21
&quot; &quot; 343 &quot; 44 1 Kl t&amp;lt; 44

INDIAN CORN.
The following will show the quantities raised:-

1842, .no return of acres, 119 bushels,

1848, 30 acres, and 795 &quot;

being 26 bushels per acre.

1850 21 acres, and 504 &quot; &quot; 24 &quot;

1852,*.. -44 acres, and 954

(4

U 44 01 1 H

BUCKWHEAT.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres, 43 bushels.

1848, 30 acres, and 444 &quot;

being 14| bushels per acre.

1850, no return of acres, 209 &quot; &quot; &quot; &quot;

1852,*... 25 acres, and 231 &quot; &quot; 9 14 &amp;lt;(

POTATOES.
t ho following will show the quantities raised:-

1842, no return of acres 5,063 bushels.

1848, 58 acres, and 6,832
&quot;

being 117^ bushels per acre.

1850, 89 &quot; &quot;

11,058
&quot; &quot; 124 &quot; &quot;

1852,*... 94
&quot; &quot;

6,835
&quot; &quot; 72 &quot; &quot;

S H E E P fc W O O L.
;

The following will show the number and quantities :

18 42, 559 sheep, and 1,761 Ibs. wooi, being* 3 Ibs. per sheep,

1848, 1,629
&quot; &quot;

3,719
&quot; &quot;

2^
&quot; &quot;

I860, 1,5!)4
&quot; &quot;

4,181
&quot; &quot;

2J
&quot;

1852,* 2,142
&quot; &quot;

5,707
&quot; &quot; *

2|
* &quot;

II O R S E S.

1842, 112. 1848, 246.

1850, 291. 1852,*.. .298.

NEAT CATTLE.

1842, 468. 1848, 1,159.

1850, 1,387. 1852,* 1,401.

* Woodstock wasdetaihed in 1901-
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MILCH COWS.

1840, 188. 1848, 1850,

1852,* 488.

HOGS.
1842, 404. 1848, 1,019.

1850, 954. 1852,* 1,409.
V

MAPLE SUGAR.
1842, 5,890 Ibs. 1848, 14,546 Ibs.

1850, 18,935
&quot;

1852*,.. 10,861
&quot;

11 A Y.

1850, 726 tons. 1852,* 1,555 tons.

FULLED CLOTH.
1812 205 yd*. 1848, 77yds. 1852,* 497yds.

FLANNEL.

1842,... 280yds. 1850, 1,842yds.
1848, 1,802

&quot;

1852,* 1,848
&quot;

TOWNSHIP OF BLANDFORD COUNCIL.

1850.

John Barwick, Reeve.

John Galaepey, G. W. Whitehead, George Alexander, John Me F. Wilson.

Assessor Thomas J. Clark.

Collector George Edgar.
Leboo F. Sharp, Clerk, and H. C. Barwick, Treasurer.

1851.

John Barwick, Reeve.

George Alexander, John G.Vansittart, HenryVansittart, Thos. F. Mitchell.

Assessors John Davidson, William Hewitt, Benjamin Ellison.

Collector John Fairburn.

Leboo F. Sharp, Clerk. H. C. Barwick, Treasurer.

* Woodstock was detached in 1851.

2 A
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1852.

John Barwick, Reeve.

J. G. Vansittart, Henry Vansittart, John Fail-burn, James Merchant.

Assessors John Davidson, William Hewitt, Benjamin Ellison.

Collector Thomas F. Mitchell.

Leboo F. Sharp, Clerk, H. C. Barwick, Treasurer.



LIST OF TOWNSHIP OFFICERS, &c., OF BLANDFORD,

Since the formation of the District of Brock.

SCHOOL STATISTICS.

a By Census
d A portion

Return. b County
of Township detached to

Rate only.
form the town oi

c According to New Assessment Act.

Woodstock.

BLANDFORD S &quot;RUIN AND DECAY.&quot;



TOWNSHIP OF BLENHEIM,

THE township of Blenheim is one of the three largest in the county of
Oxford. It is bounded on the west by the townships of North and South
Dumfries [county Brant]; on the east by the township ofBlandford [county

Oxford] ;
on the south by the township of Bin-ford [county Brant

],
from

which it is divided by the Governor s Koad, now
&quot;planked;&quot;

and on the

north by the township of Wilmot [county Waterloo.]

By the Crown Land OSice return, Blenheim contains 66,400 acres,

being 200 more than any other township in the county; but by the asses

sors return (67,200 acres), the township of Norwich (69,138 acres), has

1,938 acres more than it.

The whole township is good land and well timbered, and the best watered

of any township in the county, principally by Korner s creek and Smith s

creek, both of which flow through the township in the most tortuous course

imaginable, as if desirous of accommodating as many of its inhabitants as

possible. The latter runs through no less than 64 lots. Notwithstanding,
this township was the first one settled in the county. It has been for the

hist twenty years far behind Norwich in general improvements and advan

cements; but, within the last few years, it has made very rapid progress; so

much so, that it is close on the heels of its rival Norwich and bids fair

soon to be far ahead. By the census of this year, Blenheim* returns

50,340 bushels of wheat, and 6,372 bushels of oats, more than any other

township, and the greatest number of bushels per acre 2 If bushels. Also,
the greatest quantity of potatoes 25,227 bush, Also, the largest quantity
of rye 1,509 bushels.

The first male white child that was born in the township was in 1804,
and the first female white child in June, 1801. The former now resides

in the township, and the latter but a few miles from it.

The first territorial division of the Province was made, by Proclamation,

July 16th, 1792, by Governor Simcoe, in which division the township of

Blenheim formed a part of the West Riding of the county of York, and was

described as follows:
&quot; Blcnliom lies to the northward of Dundas Street,

opposite Burford.&quot;

By the Act 38 Geo. III., chapter 5 (1798). the township of Blenheim

^as attached to the county of Oxford when it was first formed.

The first part of the township was surveyed by Mr. Augustus Jones in

the year 1793, a part by Kiddell in the year 1795, and a part by

Stegman in tho yer\r 179$.

* On Page r&amp;gt;7 .it i, by mistake, stntcti. ihaf &quot;Norwich l*t yfr raised the greatest qnantitr

103,44!* bushPh,&quot; whereas it should have Ix.-eu, Blenheim 133,7@9 bwhelt.
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The following lots were granted, gratuitously, in the township up to the

year 1800:-

f July 18, 1797. 6th con., lots 23 and 24,. .. 400 acres.
&quot; &quot; &quot; 7th &quot; S.

,
lot 24, 100 &quot;

&quot; &quot; 8th &quot; lots 23 and 24 400 u

Dec. 31, 1798. 5th &quot;

N.|, lot 24, 100
Rev. Thomas

Raddish, .

&quot; &quot; &quot; 6th &quot; lots 1, 2, 3, 12, 13,

and 14, 1,200
&quot;

&quot; &quot; &quot; 7th &quot; lots 1,2,5,6,12,13
and 14, 1,400

&quot;

&quot; &quot; 8th &quot; lots 1 and 2, 400 &quot;

8,1798.3rd
&quot; lots 17, 18, 19 & 20, 800 &quot;

1 &quot; &quot; 4th lots 6, 7, 8, 18 & 19, 1000 &quot;

A n wil j Dec. 1,1798. 3rd &quot; lot 5 200 &quot;

3t

(

&quot; 4th lots 23 and 24 400 &quot;

Bell McLean,... Aug. 13, 1799. 3rd &quot;

lots 14, 15, and 16, 600 &quot;

Hen.A. McLean, Aug. 13, 1799. 2nd &quot;

lots 18 and 19 400 &quot;

The first lot sold by the Government was the 10th lot, 14th concession,

on the 28th day of August, 1833, to William Wardue, at 15s. per acre.

The first saw and grist mill that was built in the county was in this

township. They were erected by the late Thomas Horner, Esq.

There are now five saw mills in the township, unitedly worth 1,150,
and capable of sawing 1,800,000 feet of lumber per annum. There are

also two grist mills, valued at 1,250, and capable of grinding 36,000
bushels of wheat per annum.

We had prepared a some-\vhat lengthy account of the early settlement

and progress of this most interesting township, but have been obliged to

suppress it^ with much other matter, in consequence of the length this

(intended) little work has already swelled to.

W H E A T .

The following \vill show the quantities raised :

1842, no Murn of acres, 20,1 1 4 bushels.

1848, 4,261 acres, and 64,109 bushels, being 15 bushels per acre.

1850,5,644 &quot; &quot;

98,163
&quot; &quot; 17 &quot;

Jrt.152, 7,037 &quot;

&quot;153,789
&quot; 21 f

&quot;
&quot;
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OATS.

The following will show the quantities raised :

1842, no return of acres, 19,793 bushels.

1848 2,084 acres, and 49,793 bushels, being 23^ bushels per acre.

1850,2,758
&quot; &quot; 75,913

&quot; &quot; 27^
&quot;

1852,2,672
&quot; &quot;

87,633
&quot; 32f

PEAS. .

[

&quot;

The following will show the quantities raised :-

1842, no return of acres, 4,247 bushels.

1848, no census taken of them.

1850, 953 acres, and 16,819 bushels, being l7| bushels per acre.

1852, 912 &quot; &quot;

14,810
&quot; 16 &quot;

BARLEY.
&quot;

The following will show the quantities raised :-

1842, no return of acres, 1,205 bushels.

1848 133 acres and 2,687 bushels, being 21 bushels per acre.

1850, 184 3,172
&quot; 20

1852, 78 1,662 21j

RYE.
1842, no return of acres, 1,1 34 bushels, being bushels per acre.

1848, 100 acres and 1,494
&quot;

&quot; 15

1850, 395 &quot; 5,206 13

1852, 106 &quot; &quot;

1,509
&quot;

INDIAN CORN.

1842, no return of acres, 1,134 bushels.

1848 242 acres, and 6,271 being 26 bushels per acre.

1850, 398 &quot;

6,306
&quot;

&quot; 16

1852, 473 &quot;

6,567

BUCKWHEAT. *

1842, no return of acres, 372 bushels, being
- -bushels per acre.

1848, 104 acres, and 1,930 18j

J850, no return made, 2,855

1852, 132 acres, and 1,868

POTATOES.
The following will show the quantities

raised :-

1842, no return of acres, 1 7,3 2 8 bushels.

1848 123 acres, and 10,809 bushels, being 87 bushels per acre.

1850, 777 &quot;
&quot;

26,261
&quot;

&quot;

I 49i

J852
1

,
302 &quot;

&quot;

25,227
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SHEEP & WOOL.
The following will show the number and quantity :

1842, 1,969 sheep and 3,308ft), being Ifft) per sheep.

1848, 5,150
&quot;

13,1 75ft),
&quot;

2^-ft)

1850, 5,323
&quot; &quot;

15,533ft), 2fft&amp;gt;

1852, 6,438 18,004ft), 2fft&amp;gt;

HORSES.
1830, 62;* 1842, 253; 1848, 7l7; 1850, 954; 1852, 1,158.

NEAT CATTLE.
1830, 498;f 1842,1,189; 1848,2,830; 1850,4,224; 1852, 1,158.

MILCH COWS.
1830,245; 1840,528; 1848, ; 1850, ; 1852,1,585.

HOGS.
1842,1,491; 1848,3,993; 1850,3,363; 1862,3,924.

HAY.
1850, 2,454 tons; 1852, 3,447 tons.

MAPLE SUGAR.
1842, 32,188ft); 1848, 39,122ft&amp;gt;; 1850, 47,343ft; 1852, 31,832ff&amp;gt;,

FULLED CLOTH.
1842, 1,263 yards; 1848, 3,200 yards; 1852, 2,337 yards.

FLANNEL.
1842,2,376yds.; 1848, 7,476 yds.; 1850, 7,786 yds.; 1852,7,544 yds.

BLENHEIM COUNCIL,

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL.

1850.

William Dixon, Reeve.

J. N. Williamson, J. Kilburn, J. Motherall, J. Kennedy.

Assessors,.. Edward Bouchier, Thomas Workman, and Samuel Turomos.

Collector, Joshua Barnett.

G. H. Laycock, Clerk and Treasurer.

* Three years old and upwards.
t Two years old and upwards.
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1851.

John Jackson, _ Reeve.

J. N. Williamson, John Thompson, Peter Bricker.

Assessors, Jeremiah Cownah and Jerad Kilbourn.

Collector, Joshua Barnett.

J. H. Laycock, Clerk and Treasurer.

1852.

John Jackson, Reeve.

John Fleming, George Perry, John G. Linsey, Thomas Cowan.

Assessors, Jeremiah Cownah and Jerad Kilbourn,

Collector, Rouse.

J. H. Laycock, Clerk and Treasurer.



LIST OF THE TOWNSHIP OFFICERS, &C.,

OF BLENHEIM,

SINCE THE FORMATION OF THE DISTRICT OF BROCK.

SCHOOL STATISTICS.

BLENHEIM S &quot;RUIN AND DECAY.&quot;



TOWNSHIP OF EAST NISSOURI.

THE township of East Nissouri is bounded on thy east by the township of

West Zorra (county of Oxford) ;
on the east by the township of West

Nissouri (county of Middlesex) ;
on the south by the township of North

Oxford (county of Oxford) ;
and on the north, by the townships of Blan-

charcl and Downie (county of Perth). It is a township of most excellent

land, and very heavily timbered with hard wood.
We have not been able to ascertain when the first township meeting was

held, but we have found, after much searching, the original minutes, &c., of

a meeting held on the 7th January, 1821, at the house of Mr. James
Howard. The warrant was issued by Peter Teeple and Thomas Horner,

Esquires, addressed to A. Lewis, constable. James O Brien, was elected.

clerk
;
James O Brien and John Uran, assessors

;
and John Stephens, collec

tor. It was then moved by Mr. E. Withers, sen., seconded by James O Brien,
and resolved,

&quot; That the next town meeting be held at the house of Mr.

James Howard, 13th lot, 6th concession, on the 1st Monday in January,
1822.

We have also in our possession the Assessment Roll for 1822, signed by
Jared Vining, one of the Assessors, a copy of which we give below, as far

as lands, horses, oxen, and cows, are concerned :
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The first territorial division of the Province was made in July 16, 1792,
at which time the township of Missouri was not known. We first find it

alluded to by the Act 2 Geo. IV., chapter 3 (1821), by which Act it is,

together with the township of Zorra, added to the county of Oxford. Pre

vious to that period the whole of the townships of Nissouri, Zorra, and the

townships of West and North Oxfords, were assessed together, their united

population being at that period 719 souls; they now have a population of

14,9 14 souk

The whole township was surveyed by Mr. Shubal Parke in 1820.

On the 6th day of July, 1820, the east halves of the following lots (the
first in the township) were granted to Mr. Thaddeus Davis; and on the 7th

of the same month, the Avest halves of the same lots, viz :~

Con. 8 Lots 21 and 28.
&quot; 10 &quot; 14.
&quot; 12 &quot;

11, 19,21,&34.
&quot; 14. &quot;

8.

Con. 9 Lots 28 and 26.
&quot; 11 7 and 17.
&quot; 13. &quot; 26.

By the Act 14 and 15 Victoria, chapter 5 (1851), it is enacted,
&quot; That

East Nissouri shall include and consist of that part of the present township
of Nissouri which lies eastward of the line dividing the 7th concession

thereof from the 8th.&quot;

The first lot sold in the township of East Nissouri by the Government,
was the 2nd lot in the llth concession. It was sold to John Campbell, on

July 17, 1834, at 16s. lOd. per acre.

According to the returns made by the Crown Land Office, there are

46,400 acres in the township; and, by the assessors 45,841 acres.

There is a small village called Thamesford, situated on a small branch of

the Thames, which flows through the south-west corner of the township.
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WHEAT.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres, 9,553 bushels.

1848, 2,637 acres, and 3 1,8 13
&quot;

being 12 bushels per acre.

1850,*.. 4,323
&quot; &quot;

36,580
&quot; 8 &quot; &quot;

1852, 2,000
&quot;

25,663
&quot; &quot;

12|
&quot; n

OATS.

The following will show the quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres,25,252 bushels.

1848, . 1,976 acres, and 44,185 being 22J bushels per acre.

1850,* . 2,291
&quot; &quot;

50,321
&quot;

22|

1852, 1,634
&quot; &quot;

40,178
&quot; 24 J

PEAS.

The following will show the quantities raised:

1 842, no return of acres, 5,087 bushels.

1850,* . 996 acres, and 11,195
&quot;

being 1 1 1 bushels per acre.

1852,.... 155
&quot; &quot; 6,437

&quot; 41 J

BARLEY.

The following will show the quantities raised :

1842, no return of acres, 469 bushels.

1848, - 50 acres, and 1,510
&quot;

being 30 bushels per acre.

1850,* 41 &quot; &quot; 656 &quot; &quot; 16

1852,.... 133
&quot; &quot;

2,668 20

RYE.

The following will show the quantities raised:

1 842, no return of acres, 3 bushels.

1848,. ..-.15 acres, and 160 being 10| bushels per acre.

1850,*. 2 &quot; &quot; 16 &quot;
&quot; 8

1852,..,. 1
&quot; 10 &quot; 10

INDIAN CORN.

The following will show the quantities raised:

1842,. .no return of acres, 1,076 bushels.

1848, 34 acres, and 784 &quot;

being 23 bushels per acre.

1850,*. .69 1,277 18J

1852, .60 &quot;

1,190
&quot;

19|

The whola of Niusouri Befors it was divided.
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BUCKWHEAT.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres, 241 bushels.

1848, 26 acres, and 550 &quot;

being 21 bushels per acre.

1850,*... no return of acres, 791 &quot; &quot; &quot;

1852, 30 acres, and 421 &quot; 14 &quot; &quot;

POTATOES.
The following will show the quantities raised:

1842, no return of acres 21,827 bushels.

1848, 209 acres, and 15,417
&quot;

being 73J bushels per acre,

1850,*... 197
&quot;

17,949
&quot; &quot;

73|
&quot; &quot;

1852, 103 &quot; &quot;

4,193
&quot; &quot; 91 &quot; &quot;

SHEEP k WOOL.
The following will show the number and quantities:

1842, 2,024 sheep, and 4,137 Ibs. wool.
1848, 5,361

&quot;

13,130
1850,* 5,405 22,851 &quot; &quot;

1852, 2,911
&quot; &quot;

7,279
&quot; &quot;

HORSES.

NEAT CATTLE.

1830, 4884 1842, 2,440.
1848, 3,727. 1850,* 3,781.
1852, 2,552.

M I L C H COWS.

1830, 239. T1840,. 466
1850,* 1852, &quot;_:_~759.

HOGS.

1842, 1,483. 1848,. .3,025.
1850,* 2,190. 1852, 2,571.

* The whole of Nissouri before it wag divided,

t Three years old and upwards.

1 Two years old and upward*.
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MAPLE SUGAR.

1842, 45,358 Ibs. 1848, 59,309 Ibs.

1850,* 88,205
&quot;

1852, 29,512
&quot;

HAY.

1850,* 1,886 tons. 1852, 842 tons.

FULLED CLOTH.

1842, 1,282 yds. 1848,* 3,218 yds.

1852, 1 1,182

FLANNEL.
1 842, 2,864 yds. 1 848, 7,7S3 yds.

1850,* 11,517 1852, 4,100
&quot;

EAST NISSOURI COUNCIL.

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL.

1850.

Jerad Vining, Reeve.

D. Horsman, J. Bally, J. Man, P. Gregory.

Assessor :

Collector :

John Tay, Clerk
;
Solomon Vining, Treasurer.

1851.

John Scatcherd, Reeve.

W. H. Gregory, John Man, Donald McDonald, D. Horsman.

Assessor: F. F. Cogswell.

Collector : Hugh Frazer.

Foster Scatcherd, Clerk
;
Solomon Vining, Treasurer.

* The whole of Nissonri before it was divided.
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1852.

Donald McDonald, Reeve.

D. Horaman, John Mclntosh, William Swazue, William Sutherland.

Assessor: F. F. Cogswell.

Collector : Roderick McDonald.

Roderick McDonald, Clerk
;
John Tay, Treasurer.



LIST OF TOWNSHIP OFFICEBS, &C.,
OF EAST NISSOURI,

Since, the formation of the District of Brock.

SCHOOL STATISTICS.

* We could not find out the names of these Officers.
a By Census Return. b County Rate only.
d The whole township before divided.

c According to New Assessment Act.

EAST NISSOURFS &quot;RUIN AND DECAY.&quot;

d County and Lunatic Asylum Tax onlv.
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Collectors, see Assessors.

County of Oxford, see Oxford County.

County, name of each in U.C. 10 to 24
&quot;

Population
&quot; &quot; 10 to 24

&quot; Size of &quot; &quot; 10 to 24
Court Houses of the County of Ox

ford, 25 to 28, 117

Cows, .47,61

Cider, 47

Coroners, County Oxford, 88
Common Schools, see Schools.

u

14

U

il

((

Canada discovered, . 5
&quot; French Governors of_ 5
&quot; First territorial division of, 5

English Governors of. .6 to 8

Boundaries of, 6, 7

West, first Governor of,.
&quot; First Act of 7
&quot; A Canadian s opinion of, 9
&quot; An American s

;

of, 10
&quot;

Population of, for 1850
and 1852 10 to 24

&quot; &quot;

Size, fee., fee., offeach

county of 10 to 24
&quot; &quot;

Agricu l Abstract of,. 23

Carriages,
56

Cattle, ricat, 61, 99, 139, 150, 155, 161

171,176,186,191,197,204
Candidates for M.P.P., County of

Oxford,. 90 to 97

Cavalry Company, 107

Carrots, 46

Census of County of Ox ford,. 34 to 48
&quot; Commission, &amp;lt;

Enumerators, 34&quot;

Cultivated land, 45, 51

Dereham Township, 136 to 140

Census complete, . . 34 to 49
Deaths in 1851 43
Deaf and Dumb, 44

Deputy Reeves,. 75 to 78

Division Courts, Ill

District Council, 65 to 75

Clerks, 65 to 75
&quot;

Councillors, 65 to 75
&quot;

By-Laws,.. .65 to 75
&quot;

Superintendents 65 to 75
&quot; Wardens, 65 to 75
&quot;

Treasurers, 65 to 75

Directory of Woodstock, 124
&quot;

Ingersoll,
133

Duties less in Canada than in tho

United States, 53

Description of Woodstock, 115

Ingersoll,
130

Dereham, 135

West Oxford, 145

East Oxford, 152

&quot;



INDEX. 209

PAGE

Description of NortJi Oxford ..... 158
&quot; East Zorra,.......... 1GG
&quot; West Zorra. ........ 173
&quot;

Norwich, ............ 181

Blandford, ........... 188
&quot;

&quot;

&quot;
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Blenheim, 194
!

Land under crop,

Nissouri, 200

Knox a Church; .............. 118

Lands occupied and cn]tivatod,45, 49,

50, 146, 151, 157, 163, 171, 178,

187, 193, 199, 206.

45
&quot;

pasture ,
................. 45

&quot;

wild,---------- .......... 45
&quot;

non-resident, ...........49,51
&quot; ; &quot; value of...... 49

East Zorra, Township of. . 166 to 172
&quot; Census complete, . 33 to 49

East Oxford, Township of. . 152 to 157 &quot; value of occupied, 49
&quot; Census complete,. 33 to 49 Linen, 47

Elections, 89 to 97 Lord Elgin, the present Governor, 8

Local Superintendents, 81

Lumber sawed, fee., 55

Lunatics, 44

Marriage Act of 1793, 32

Acts,. ............ 89 to 97
Enumerator s Census,........... 34

Episcopal Church, _________ 119, 130

Episcopalian, ..... _ .......... 40, 56

Episcopal Methodists, ..... _____ 40

Elgin, Lord, ....... . .......... 8

Females, ..................... 43

Married and Single, 43

Maple Sugar, 47, 64, 183

Mangel Wurtzel, 47
Fires,. - 112 Magistrates, 86, 87, 88
Free Church, (English), 118,130 Males and Females, 43

(Gaelic), 119
; Methodists, Wesleyari, 120, 130&quot;

Flax,. ............. ........... 47
Fulled Cloth, ................ 47, 65
Flannel, .......... . ......... 47, 64
Flour Mills, fee., .............. 55

Gardens,...................... 45

Gourlay s description of Canada. . 6
W. Oxford, ..... _____ 146

Norwich,............. 180
Governors of U. Canada, British, 78

Lord Elgin, present,... 8

&quot;

&quot;

&quot;

Hay,. . ................. ____ 47, 63

Hemp ....................... . 47

Heifers, ...................... 48
Hon. F. Hincks, M.P.P., Oxford, 94

95, 96, 97.

Hon. F. Hincks speech on duties, 53

Horner, Thos., brief life of, .. 29 to 31
&quot; &quot; the first settler,.. 29

Hops, ... ....... . ........ _____ 47

Horses,. ................. 48, 60, 99

Hogs, ........... . .......... 48, 63
Horticultural Society, ....... 103, 104

Ingorsoll, Village of, ...... 1 30 to 1 34
Indian Corn, ................ 46, 59
Indians, ...................... 44

Improvements for the, ..... 84, 85, 86
Justices of the Peace, ....... 86 to 88

Primitive, 40, 119
&quot;

Episcopal, 40, 130
Mechanics Institute, 123

Mills, Grist, first one erected, 30
&quot;

Saw, &quot; &quot; 30
&quot;

County of Oxford, 55

Militia,
&quot;

31, 105 to 110
Milch Cows, .47, 51
M. P. P. s County of Oxford, 89 to 98

Neat Cattle, 61

Negroes, 44

Newspapers, , 122
Non-resident Lands, 49, 51, 49
North Oxford, see Oxford North.

Norwiohville, 182
&quot; Post Office,... 183

Norwich Township, 179 to 186
&quot;

Description of 179
when and by whom sur

veyed, 179
when first lot sold, 179

Gourlay s aco ntof, 179, 180
Statistics in 1811,.. 181
Mills of, 182
Otterville in, 182
Norwichville in, 182
Post Office, 183
a superior Township, 183

15,000 ac. puv hd in 1810,183

&quot;

&quot;

&quot;

&quot;



210 INDEX.

PAGE
Norwich Agricu l census of,184 to 186

44 Council of, 186
44 List of Officers, fee., of. 187
&quot; School statistics of, 187
44

&quot;Ruin and Decay&quot; of, . . 187
44 Census complete, 33 to 49

Nissouri East,Township of,. 200 to 206
44

Boundary of, 200
44

Description of, 200
44

first Township meeting,.200
44

Copy of Assessment Roll

for 1822, of, 200
44 when and by whom sur

veyed, 201
44 to whom first lot sold, 201
44 When first lot granted in,20l
44 When first lot sold in,. . 201
44

Thamesford, 201
44

Agricu l census of, 202 to 204
&quot; Council of, 204, 205
44 List of Officers, fee., of, 206
44 School statistics of, 206
44 4 Ruin and Decay&quot; of, . . 206
44 Census complete, ... 33 to 49

Oats, 46, 58

Oat Mills, 55

Occupations, by census of 1852,. 34
to 38.

Occupied Lands. 45, 49, 50, 146, 151,

157, 163,171,178,187, 193,199, 206.

Orchards,. 45

3, County Oxford,. 65 to 78, 114
44 Woodstock, 124
44

Ingersoll, .131
44 Dereham, 145,146
44 West Oxford, 150,151
44 East Oxford, 156, 157
44 North Oxford, 162, 163
44 East Zorra, 1 70, 171
44 West Zorra, 177, 178
44 Norwich, 186,187
44

Blandford, 192,193
&quot; Blenheim, 198, 199
44

Nissouri, 205,206
44 Oxford upon the Thames, . 142
44 Oxford militia, 104 to 110
44 Oxford Agricu l Society,. 98
44 E. Zorra &quot;

. 166
E. Oxford Farmers Ass n,l53

Building Societies,. .104, 105
Horticultural Society. . . . 103

Oxford County:
Its first territorial division, 25

PAGE
Oxford County:

Its first formation as aDistr t,26 to29
&quot; Ruin and Decay,&quot; 33

Population, 1 1
, 29, 33, 54, 56

Census, 33 to 48

Occupied lands, 33,49,50
Non-resident lands,. .33, 49, 51

Assessed value, 33, 49,52
Mills, fee 55

Carriages, 56
Wheat in 1842, 48, 50, 52,.. 57

Oats,
&quot; &quot; &quot; .. 58

Peas,
&quot; &quot; &quot; .. 58

Potatoes,
44 44 .. 59

Indian Corn,
4&amp;lt; .. 59

Rye,
&quot; &quot; &quot; .. 59

Buckwheat, &quot; .. 59

Barley,
&quot; &quot; -- 60

Horses,
&quot; &quot; &quot; .. 60

Neat Cattle,
&quot; 44 ..61

Milch Cows,
&quot; &quot; .. 61

Sheep fe Wool, &quot; 44 ..61

Hogs fe Pigs,
&quot; &quot;

. . 63

Hay,
&quot; 44 -. 63

Maple Sugar,
&quot; &quot;

- . 64

Flannel &quot; 44 -
- - 64

Fulled Cloth,
44 -.65

Superintendents, 80

Common Schools, 73 to 81

County Councils, 75 to 78
District Councils,. 65 to 75

Reeves,Deputy Reeves, 75 to 78

Agricultural Recapitulation, 114

Officers, 114
Board Public Instruction, 113
Some of its Fires, 112

Division Courts, 111,112
Registry Office, Ill

Militia, 105 to 1 1

Building Societies, 104, 105

Horticultural Society . . 1 03 ,
1 04

Agricultural Society,. .98 to 102

M.P.P. s, 89 to 98

Coroners, 88

Magistrates, 86 to 88

Railroad Stock, 82 to 86

School Statistics, .- 81

Oxford West, Township of,143 to 151
44

Description of, 145
44 when and by whom sur

veyed, in, 145
41 First lot sold in, 1 45

When first settled, 145

Gourlay s queries about,. . .146

(I
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PAGE
Oxford West, two Advertisements

in 1811, of, 146
&quot;

Copy of Assessment Roll

for 1824 of, 147
&quot; A School in 1825 in, 147
&quot; A Sabbath School in 1827, 148

&quot;

Agricu l Census... 148 to 150
&quot; Council of, 150
&quot;

Township Officers, fee. of, 151
&quot; School Statistics of. 151
&quot; &quot; Ruin and Decay,&quot;

151
&quot; Census complete, 33 to 49

Oxford North, Township of, 158 to 163
&quot;

Description of, 158
&quot; When and by whom sur

veyed, -. 158
&quot; First lot sold in, 158
&quot;

Copy of Assessment Roll

for 1825 for, 159
&quot;

Agricu l Census of, 159 to 161

Council of, 162
&quot; List of Officers, fee., of, . . 1 63

&quot; School statistics of, 163
&quot; &quot; Ruin fe Decay,&quot;

163
&quot; Census complete, 33 to 49

Oxford upon the Thames,.. 141 to 144
&quot; Township Officers of, 1^1
&quot;

Copy of Assessment Roll

for 1812 for, 142
&quot; Copy of Assessment Rc41
&quot; for 1816, for, 143
&quot;

Gourlay s description of, . . 144

Parliament, the first in U.C
Pasture land, 45

Peas, 46, 58

Pigs and Hogs, 48, 63

Place of Birth, 39, 56

Population of Canada 10, 24, 54
&quot;

County of Oxford, 11, 24,

29, 33, 54, 56.
&quot; Woodstock,! 1,24,29,43, 117

&quot;

Ingersoll,.. 24, 29, 43, 131
&quot; Dereham in 1820, 1830,

1840, 1850, 1852,... 146
&quot; W. Oxford, do. do.,.. 151
&quot; E.Oxford, do. do.,.. 157
&quot; N.Oxford, do. do.,.. 163

E. Zorra, do. do.,.. 171

W. Zorra, do. do., ..178

Norwich, do. do., ..187

Blandford, do. do.,.. 193

Blenheim, do. do., - . 1 99

Nisaouri, do. do,
,

_ . 206
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Population of each ity,eounty town

village and township
inC. W., 10 to 24

Prizes Co. Oxford A g l So ty,98 to 102
East Zorra, ao. do.,. 166 to 168

&quot; Horticultural Society, 103, 104

Potatoes, 46, 59

Pork, 48
Proclamation for Woodstock, 115

&quot;

Ingersoll, 130
Post Office, Woodstock, 121

&quot;

Ingersoll, 131
&quot;

Norwichville,. . . 182
Primitive Method. Meeting-house,! 19

Presbyterian Church, 118

Province of Canada West:
Each Mu pal.therein, 11 to 24

Occupied lands thereof. . 50
Cultivated land of, 51

Assessed value of, 52
Taxes of, 52

Carriages of, 56
Wheat of, 56
Peas fe Potatoes of, . . 58 fe 59
Horses of, 60

Railroad Stock 82 to 84
&quot; John Barwick s Esq., Re

port on, 83
&quot;

Advantages of, 84
&quot;

172,981 saved by the,.. 84
Real property, 49

Religion, 40, 41, 56
Reeves and Deputy Reeves,. 75 to 78

124, 131, 139, 150, 156, 162, 171

177, 186,192, 198, 205.

Representation, 89 to 98

Returning Officers . 90 to 97

Registry Office, Ill, 119

Recapitulation, County Oxford,. .114
&quot;

Province, C.W.
,
. 23 fe 24

Road Companies:
Woodstock fe Norwich, 122
Woodstock fe Huron, 122

Ingersoll fe Burwell, 131
&quot;Ruin fe Decay:&quot; County Oxford s, 33

Dercham s, 146
West Oxford s 151
East Oxford s, 157
North Oxford s 163
East Zorra s 171
West Zorra s 178
Norwich s 187
Blandford s.. .199
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Rye, 45,59

Saw Mills, 55

Sabbath School in West Oxford, .148

Schools, Common, 78, 79, 80, 81

School Statistics:

County, 81

Dereham, 146

W. Oxford, 148,151
E. Oxford, 157

N. Oxford 163

East Zorra,. 171

West Zorra, 174, 178

Norwich.. 187

Blandford,.. 193

Blenheim, 199

Nissouri, - 206

School Taxes, - - 49
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Taxes, Dereham froml840 to 1852,140
&quot; W. Oxford,

&quot;

t.
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41
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tt

East Oxford,
North Oxford,
East Zorra,
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Blenheim,
Nissouri East,

Less than formerly,
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All expended within the

County, .............. 52

Under old Law, ---------- 52
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157
163
172
178
188
194
199
206
52

Teachers of Common Schools,.. 113

Township Officers, see Officers.
&quot;

Superintendents ____ 80,81
Territorial division, U. C., ....... 7

&quot; formation County Ox
ford, ........... 25,29

Trustees&quot; Ingersoll,&quot;
~_ _ _ . _izi\ Trades and professions, ..... 34 to 38

Woodstock,____ 207 ! Timothy seed,...... - .......... 4b

Act, opinion of.......... 80 Tobacco, ..................... 47

Superintendents, 80, 81 Turnips,.
a House, Goodwin s..&quot; ! 11.-WO Treasurer, District, 65 to 75 114

Brick, 11!
&quot; Cunty,---75to78 114

Town of Woodstock, see Woodstock,
&amp;lt;* Grammar, 118

Single and Married, 43

Sheep.. 48,61,62,100
Steers, - 47

Surplus wheat, 57, 83

Superintendents, 68 to 74, 80, 81

Surveyors, District, 65 to 75

Surveyed, when:

Woodstock, 115

Dereham, 1 35

W. Oxford, 145

E.Oxford, 152

N. Oxford, 158

E. Zorra, 164

W. Zorra, 164

Norwich, - 179

Blandford, 188

Blenheim, 194

Nissouri East, 201
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School Teachers, 113
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Value of Canada, assessed, 52

County Oxford, 33, 52
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Occupied lands, 49
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Saw Mills, 55

Oat Mills,. 55

Woollen Factories, 55

Carriages,.. , 56

Carriages, U. C., 56

Votes for M. P. P., 54, 90 to 97
&quot; For Woodstock Councillors, 124

For Ingersoll,
&quot; 131

&quot; For Woodstock Inspectors,. 124

Village of Ingersoll, 130 to 1

Proclamation of Limits, 130

Size of,
130

Post Office of,
131

Council of,
131

School Trustees of 131

Ingersoll Road Company. . -13

Agricu l Society,. .132

Directory, 133, 134
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&quot;
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Price of, in 1795, 57

&quot;

Imported into Canada in
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Widowers, 43
Wood land, 45
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Post Office, 121
Steam Engines, 122
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Directory, 125 to 129
Census complete,. .33 to 49
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&quot; When surveyed, 154
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&quot; Census complete 33 to 49
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Boundary of, 166
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Prizes award d, 166 to 168
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Con ls & Coun lors of, 171
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Census complete.. 33 to 49
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Boundary of, 173
Mills of, . 173
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Council &, Council rs of,177
List of Officers, fao. of,178
School Statistics of,.. 178
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Census complete, 33 to 49
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ERRATA ET ADDENDA,

IN consequence of our handwriting being anything but plain, we had, at

considerable additional expense, made an arrangement to be present during
the printing of theWork, so as to correct any errors our bad writing might
occasion

; but, owing to sickness and death in our family, we were obliged

to abandon it, and the consequence is a very large number of errors in the

reading matter, and a few in the figures, but they are of such a nature that

they can readily be detected by the reader. Those, and those only, who

have ever published a work, can form any correct idea of the difficulty

there is in having no more than there generally are.

The following are some of the most glaring errors :

PAGE. NO. LINE FROM TOP.

11 9, add &quot;

Ingersoll Village, 1,190.&quot;

11 10, for 31,448,&quot; read &quot;

32,638.&quot;

26 25, for
next,&quot; read

&quot;

west.&quot;

30 13, add after across,
&quot;

to&quot; Norval Creek.
30 26, for &quot;

now,&quot; read
&quot;

near.&quot;

33 23, add &quot;

George F. Hill&quot; as one of the Enumerators.
50 13, for &quot;

wants,&quot; read &quot;

words&quot;

50 33, add after or,
&quot; a tract of land.&quot;

52 42, for
it,&quot;

read &quot;

them.&quot;

57 29, for Norwich,&quot; read &quot;Blenheim.&quot;

81 10, all but the top two asterisks (*) to be left out.

85 49, for
21,&quot;

read 20.&quot;

96 .... 14, for Galliford,&quot; read &quot;

Galloway.&quot;

96 3, for &quot;

attention,&quot; read &quot;

allusion&quot;

96 22, for 81 3&quot; and &quot;

478,&quot; read &quot;

879&quot; and &quot;

583.&quot;

112 6, add David Canfield, Esq., clerk.&quot;

117 48, for &quot;

1852,&quot; read 1851.&quot;

176 19, for &quot; Donald Watson,&quot; read &quot;Donald Matheson.&quot;

177 2, Ditto ditto, ditto.

177 8, Ditto ditto, ditto.

188 17, for &quot; Rev. Adam Vansittart,&quot; read &quot;Rear-Admiral
Vansittart&quot;



ERRATA ET ADDENDA. 215

On page 124, add:

BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES, WOODSTOCK.

IST YEAR, 1851. -Col. G. W. Whitehead, Joshua
&quot;Walton, James Simp

son, Thomas S. Shenston, William Grey, and L. H. Perry. Chairman,
G. W.Whitehead. Secretary, T. S. Shenston. Teachers (male), C. Good
win and Henry Izord

; female, M. A. Walkinshaw and M, Snarry.
Tuition fee, 2s. 6d. per quarter. Town Superintendent, Rev. William
S. Ball

2ND YEAR, 1852. Col. G. W. Whitehead, Joshua Walton, William

Grey, Thomas S. Shenston, John Douglass, and Alexander Green. Supe
rintendent, Chairman, Secretary, Teachers, and Fees, the same as last year.

W OODSTOCK,

The following Individuals resided on the north and south sides of Dmi-
&amp;lt;las Street in Woodstock, in January, 1836, viz.:

William Lapenotier
John Greig & Co.

G. H. Elliott

Rev. Wm. Betteridge
Robert Dibbs

Ebenezer Askin
William Wilson
Walter Jones

W. Sherod
Andrew Drew

Alexander McLeod
Archibald Burtch
John Hatch

Henry Chase

NORTH SIDE.

Jennet Vietch

William Douley
Abraham Sudsworth
William Id ale

Nathaniel Hill, sen.

Cornelius Livingston
John McKay
Alexander Gunn
William Hill

Henry Bishop

SOUTH SIDE.

Job Perry
Jonathan Slater

Elizabeth Barroclough

Lieboo T. Sharp
Alexander Green

George Askin

Elijah Hill

William Clarke

R. Rowling
John Harrison

W. Barnes, J.Thompsou
Malcolm McKenzie
William Raven

Levi Perry

George Colemaii

Samuel McKay
Charles G. SwanWilliam Grey

And Abraham Swan
;-

Making in all 43 resident heads of families, which, multiplied by 5, give*215 as the whole population of Woodstock in the year 1836.

2 D



2 16 ERRATA ET ADDENDA.

DIRECTORY OF THE COUNTY OF OXFORD.

i coi; piHv Directory of the entire County, with the

householder in the County alphabetically

-./ship, concession, and lot, upon which they

leave it out, with much other matter, in

he . swelled already to such a size that we will

it pay its own cost. Should any of the readers of

;&quot; ,, ;
.

. he residence of any person in the County,

time, sr&amp;lt; ! ; iivotory, by calling at the County Clerk s
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LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY
CAPITAL500,000 STERLING.

GOVERNOR: The Right Hon. the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, Governor

General of British North America.

Head Office: Edinburgh. Head Office for Canada : Montreal, 49 Great St. James St

BOARD OP DIRECTORS: The Hon. Peter McGill, Chairman; Hon. Justice

McCord ;
Hon. A. N. Morin

;
B. H. Lemoine, Esq. ;

J. 0. Moffatt, Esq. ; Henry
Starnes, Esq. MANAGER A. Davidson Parker.

The Board in Montreal is invested with full powers to accept proposals, putting
the Company on the risk at once, without communicating with the parent Board.
This arrangement gives t the Colonial all the facilities of a Local Company, and
combines the additional advantage of ample Security. The Company grante
Assurance on the Half Credit System. Thus a party, aged 80 years next birth

day, may effect an assurance of 500, at a premium, for the first year, of

5 19s. 8d.

The undersigned having been appointed Agent for the Colonial Life Assurance

Company, for the County of Oxford, is at all times ready to receive proposals for

Assurance, &c. Prospectuses and other information may be had on application.

WOODSTOCK, Dec. 1852. T, S, SHENSTON, Agent.
RATES FOR AN INSURANCE OF 100, WITH OR WITHOUT PROFITS.

HALF CREDIT SYSTEM.
THE Company grant Assurances on the following plan: HALF of the Annual
Premium will be received for the first SEVEN years, the remaining half

(on which interest shall be payable each year in advance) being chargeable
as a debt on the Policy, to be paid off when convenient, or, at the option of
the assured, to be deducted at settlement of claim.
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CHARTERED BY ACT OF PARLIAMENT.

CAPITAL, 100,000 ;
IN SHARES OF 10 EACH.

HOME OFFICE-TORONTO,
ON WELLINGTON STREET, OPPOSITE THE COMMERCIAL BANK,

-*-

PRESIDENT, J. C. GILMOUR, ESQ.

VICE-PRESIDENT, THOMAS HAWORTH, ESQ.

DIRECTORS.
GEORGE MICHIE, I HUGH MILLER,
JAMES BEATY, M. P. HAYES,

WILLIAM HENDERSON,
RICE LEWIS, and

JOHN HOWCUTT, ESQUIRES.

Secretary and Treasurer, ROBERT STANTON, ESQ.

Solicitor, ANGUS MORRISON, ESQ.

APPLICATIONS FOR FIRE RISKS RECEIVED AT THE HOME OFFICE, TORONTO.

Agencies will be duly notified, when appointed.

J. C. GILMOUR, President.

ROBERT STANTON, Secretary.

T, S, SHENSTON, Agent for the County of Oxford.

TH 3ES

ueitit lire $0ttaiut Compmuj.
Office Lombard Street and Charing Cross, London, England,

ESTABLISHED BY A NUMEROUS BODY OF WEALTHY PROPRIETORS,
IN JANUARY, 1782,

Upon Principles of Public Utility.

The Capital, in Government Securities, is at all times held in readiness

for Payment of Losses by Fire.

THEIR FIRST AGENCY ESTABLISHED IN CANADA, IN 1804, BY

MESSRS. GILLESPIE, MOFFAT, AND CO, MONTREAL,

By whom all losses in this Country are promptly settled on establishment

of claim, without reference to the Board in England, and without discount

or any deduction whatever.

No Person insured by this Ofl5ce is liable for the losses of others, as in

Mutual Companies.
jgSF&quot; Proposals received, and information given as to Rates of Insurance,

by the undersigned, the Agent for Oxford, Middlesex, Elgin, and Counties

westward.

HENRY C. HUGHES, LONDON, CAY.

T. S. SHENSTON, Sub-Agent for the County of Oxford.
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Registrar of the County of Oxford
for over Half a Century.

James Ingersoll, Registrar of the Coun
ty of Oxford, died at his home on Vaneit-
tart Avenue, Woodstock, at five o clock
on Monday morning. He had been ailing
at intervals for some mouths, but was
sble to go to his office as usual until about
a month ago. Since then he was confined
to his house and for the most part to bsd.

a severe attack of jaundice, which
had passed off, he may be said to have
suffered no specific ailment. The infirm

ity of years was upon him. He died of

old ago. Hia work was done. The
mortal machinery was worn out. It

ceased to go and he slept peacefully away.
Such was his death 3 fitting close to a

long, quiet and useful life.

The life of Jimes Ingeraall ia contem

pt r^noous with the present cantury. A
sko:ch of it, from his own hand, appeared
in this journal in January ot 1879 He
was born in a log house, built in the

bush, upon bis father s farm upon which
now stands a considerable part of the

town of lagersoll. This was on the lOch

S.-ptember, ^80^ It haa been claimed
that he was tha firat white child born in

ary of the settlements that now consti

tute the county of Oxford
;
but of this

Mr. Ingeraoll has himself told us that he
was not quite certain, ;i similar claim

having been made for the late Eiisha

Hall, who is said to have been born in

the township of West Oxford in 1800,
and whobe sister Mrs. Lswia is said to

have been born in the same township at

a still earlier date. That .the deceased
waa the first born in the town of IcgersoJl
ia undisputed.

Mr. IngerEoli s father, from whom the

town took ita name, was Thomas Ic^er-
aoii, a native of Massachusetts, of Norrnan
descent, who came to thia country iu
1793. Hia mother was Sarah Whiting,
member of an old Massachusetts family
and sister of General John Whiting, of
Great Barrington. Soon after the war of
the Revolution, Governor Simcoe issued
a proclamation offering certain tracts cf
land in Upper Canada to parties who
would provide settlers thereon. Prompted
by thia offer Mr. Thomas Ingersoll yia-
ited the country and, under the guidance
of Capt. Brant, chief of the Six Nation
Indiana, Grand River, selected a tract on
the river La Tranche, now the Thames.
Application waa made therefor by MX

continued to gei va throughout the war,afc
the close of which Charles lagersoll
settled at Twelve Mile Creek, now tho

city of St. Citharinas. In 1817 he becs-ma

possessor of the old Oxford form, and in

the following year, August^ 1818, his

younger brother James was sent up to

take charge of it. What were the condi
tion of things in thj cmaty then ia thus

simply told by himself in 4the sketch

already referred to .

&quot;Oa arriving at tae old placa which I

!ef j when only five years of age, I had
no recollection of it. Daring the war all

the fences were destroyed and all the

boards on the old barn h*d been removed,
buC the log house in which I was born
was standing and occupied by an old man
named Ebenez3r Case. The first improve
ment undertaken was the building of a

saw-mill, which was put in operation on
the 14 &quot;,h of April, 1819, after which we
commenced tJie building of the old Inger
soll house, having sawn our own lumber.

In 1820 we began to erect a small grist

mill with one pair of stones,and buildings
for a store, distillery and ashery. My
brother removed his family to Oxford iu

1821. Soon after this he was appointed
a magistrate, pjstmaater and a coinmis

sioner in the Court of Request. He acted

with the late Peter Teepie, E-q., in this

C3urt. Sjon after this ha was appointed
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Second Oxford

Militia, was returned to Parliament in

1824 and again in 1829-30 ; and he was a

member at tho time of his deith in An?.,
1832.&quot;

Four years after his return to Oxford,

1822, James Ingersoll then just of a^e,

began the business of a general store

keeper in what is now the large and

populous tawn of logeraoll. Barter

waa the chief basis of trade at that time,

money being aa yet a comparative stran

ger to the pockets of the poor but worthy

pioneers, and the stock in trade, usually
a meagre collection of the commonest

commodities, of even the most prosperous

store-keeper would contrast strangely with

the well tilled shelves and counters of the

merchants of today. Mr. Ingersoll s

memory was replete with reminiscences

of the crude commercial dealings and
incidents of thia period and he was
ofttimes wont to retail them ia the course

of social intercourse to the pleasure and
amusement of his friends.

In 1834 the Regiatrarship of Oxford
became vacant by tho death of the incum
bent, the iate Col. Thos. Hornor, of

Blenheim. The tfflce, then located at

Inger&oll, waa quite unimportant, but,

prompted by two of hia friends, C\
Askin and John Harris, and supporte.



river La Tranche, now the Thames,
atiou was made therefor by Mr.

-, ....! .t ,

- Go\ uncil held in Navy
11, now Niagara, and then the seat ot

Government, on March 22 ad, 1703, the

grant of a township, including East, Wett
land IS orTh ( xr rd, ITU duly mud . Dhi

order-hi Council now before us recognizes,
as a consideration for making the grant,
the &quot;well known loyalty and suffering of

the Rev. Gideon Berwick, one cf the

petitioners,&quot;
and does not doubt &quot;but

what he will have due regard to the

principles end morals of the proposed
inhabitants tf his neighborhood.&quot;

Pursuant to this order patents were
issued to sume forty settlers, many cf

whose names are closely interwoven with

the past and present cf the county of

Oxford. Among them are the ingersolls,

Canfielda, Scotte, Hopkins, Halls, Allans,

Thompsons, O.is.Putnam^CiekSjClarks,
Sages, Haekins, Austins, Pipers, Par
sons, Burdocks, Brinks,Gordons, Tdralls,

Whitings and others. But after the ex

penditure* of cot a little time and means
to procure settlers, cut roads and other

^iae improve the new settlement, sinis

ter itfiuences intervened with the Home
Government, and the grant to Mr. Inger
soll, with others of a similar character,
was cancelled. In consequence Mr.
Thomas Ingersoll removed from Oxford
to the neighborhood of Little York,
or rather to the section known aa

Manifold s Print, in the township of

Etobicoke. This removal opened up to

the family a new destiny. The war of

1812 soon followed, and in the events of

that period even James logeisoll, young
as he was, took a part. Often he accom
panied Indian runners on. errands of

importance and was of special service

when he had acquired the Chippewa
dialect. So strongiy attached were the
Indians that his time was in the main
spent with them, and he enjoyed with

great satisfaction their hunting and fishing

excursions, and at that time and for years
after the war the rivera emptying into

the blue waters of Ontario had each a

portion of that great family that after

wards through Sir John Colborne and Sir

F. B. Head occupied the country north,
of Lake Huron and the Mttnitoulin

Island. It may be said that Mr. Inger-
oll s Indian connection never was com
pletely obliterated, for loqg after his

return to Oxford the tribes 01 the Grand
Rtver and of the Thames established a
close relationship, and to hid latest hours
no subject was more interesting to Mr.
Ingersoil than that relating to the abor

igines of whose history he knew so much,
and in whose well being he took so great

t aaAUtrl?!. r&amp;gt;&amp;lt; U

prompted by two of his friends, C.

Askin and_.[uhn Harris, and supports
by tuj itkttj llonorab .es John iiavorlj

Robiusott, J-iaue Crooks aad Will

Hamilton Marritt, Mr. IngeraoU wa
induced to accept it at the hands of ttu

Governor, Sir Joh*i Colborne. has

occupied the position&quot; fic^er
siuce. lu 1848

the office was remjved
where Mr. Jngeraoll h
As an official he was kind to his asso

ciates, courteous to the public and faith

ful in the discharge of his duties. Besides

being registrar he was tor several years

postmaster of Ingersoll,aud was also local

agent of the Gore Bank here. la the exer

cise of his duties as a magistrate he was ac-

cubtomed in early years to pertorm the

marriage rite, and iiis office may be said

to have been in many ways a centre of

official duty and icfluence. He was

usually returning officer in the electoral

contests for one of the divisions of tha

county and was a Lt.-Col. of the Militia

fur the south ridirg of Oxford. Duriug;

the rebellion ot 1837 he served as M.& j n
in the command of Col. William Holcrcft.

In politics he was a Conservative and in

religion an Episcopalian. To the faith

and practices of both he was a firm but

unobtrusive adherent.

Col. lagersoll married somawhat
in life ana his widow with a daughter
two sons survive him. They are

W. A. Campbell. wife of the Deputy-Cl

of the Crown and Registrar of the Sur

gate Court, Chatham, J. McNab log

soil, Montreal, and Gaorge Ingersoll, cf

Florida. Another son, Thomas, diecl

from a shooting accident several years

ago while yet a lad, and the melancholy
death in 1885 cf Beverly, a splendid type

of manly vigor and beauty, from an acci

dent on the toboggan slide here ia still

fresh in the minds of the public.

To few men is vouchsafed the bleesing

of so uniformly good health as was enjoy

ed by Col. Ingersoll. It may almost be

said that prior to his final ilinss he was

never sick a day in hia life. He continued

to go to his office regularly and to dis

charge its duties, and although his onoe

tall and active form was much bent with

the weight of years, his step was still

steady and his eyes were undimmed. He
never had occasion to wear spectacles.

Of the many material changes that he

lived to see an old friend, Postmaster

McCleneghan of Woodstock, in a series

of articles upon the history of the county

which appeared in these columns in 1879,

s.ii : -What was a howling wilderness

at the birth of our present Registrar, ie

now an expanse of towns and villages,

traversed by three important lines oi

railwav a county possessing all the



improve the new settlement, sinis

ter ii.Huences intervened with the Homo
Government, aud the grant to Mr. Inger-
aoll, with others of a similar character,
WAS cancelled. In consequence Mr.
Thomas Ingersoll removed from Oxford
to the neighborhood of Little York,
or rather to the eection koown aa

Mariigold a Pvint, in tho townahip of

Etobicoke. This removal opened up to

the family a new destiny. The war of

1812 soon followed, and in the events of

that period even James Ingeisoll, young
as he was, took a part. Often he accom
panied Indian runners on. errands of

importance and was of special servica

when he had acquired the Chippewa
dialect. So strong.y attached were the
Indians that his time was in the main
spent with them, and he enjoyed with

great satisfaction their bunting and fishing
excursions, and at that time and for years
after the war the rivers emptying into
the blue waters of Ontario had each a

portion of that great family that after

wards through Sir John Colborne and Sir-

F. B. Head cccupied the country north,
of Lake Huron and the Manitoulin

.Island. It may be said that Mr. Inger-
Psoll s Indian connection never was com-

j
pletely obliterated, for long after hfs
return to Oxford the tribes of the Grand
River and of the Thames established a
close relationship, and to hi$ latest hours
no subject was more interesting to Mr.

Llagersoii than that relating to the abor-

Ngmes of whose history he knew so much,
and in whose well being he took so great

I an interest.

Mrs. Secord, whoae name has so often

occupied a conspicuous place in the early
history of this country, was a sister of
the deceased. Her exploit^ is worth re

peating. The American forces under
Boe.atler had penetrated to the neigh
borhood of St. David s, in the Niagara
district, and had taken possession of Mrs.
Secord a rude habitation. Discussing
proposed movements Mrs. Secord gather
ed that an attempt was to be made on a

point known as the Baaver Dam, then
held by a small British force under the
command of Caps. Fifzgibbon, afterwards
and for many years clerk to the L3gisla-
tive Assembly of Upper Canada. With
that intense loyalty so marked in the
family, Mrs. Secord determined to^brave
the dangers of a midnight visit to the
British camp, and risking capture at the
hands of the Americans who infested the
section and the dangers of falling into
the hands of Indians who prowled the
woods, excited and of hostile purposes,
braving all dangers and with one purpose
bent, the heroic lady reached the British
lines as the aun was emerging from the
foliage. Fitzzibbon ww at first i

religion an Episcopalian. To the faith

and practices of both he was a firm but
unobtrusive adherent.

Col. logersoll married somewhat
in life and his widow with a daughter!
two sons survive him. They are Jll

W. A. Campbell, wife of the Deputy-CJ
of the Crown and Registrar of the Surl

gate Court, Chatham, J. McNab IngeW
soil, Montreal, and Gacrge Ingersoll, of

Florida. Another son, Thomas, diecf

from a shooting accident several years

ago while yet a lad, and the melancholy
death in 1885 cf Beverly, a splendid type
of manly vigor and beauty, from an acci

dent on the toboggan slide here is still

fresh in the minds of the public.
. To few men is vouchsafed the blessing
of so uniformly good health as was enjoy
ed by Col. Ingersoll. It may almost be

said that prior to his final ilinss he was
never sick a day in his life. He continued

to go to his office regularly and to dis

charge its duties, and a
1

though his once

tall and active form was much bent with

the weight of years, his step was still

steady and his eyes were undimmed. He
never had occasion to wear spectacles.

Of the many material changes that he
lived to see an old friend, Postmaster.

McCleneghan of Woodstock, in a series

of articles upon the history of the county
which appeared in these columns in 1879,
s-ii : -What was a howling wilderness

at the birth of our present Registrar, is

now an expanse of towns and villages,
traversed by three important lines of

railway a county possessing all the
luxuries of Hfe,and iu agricultural wealth
and in the comfort and costliness of its

farm residences, its roads, churches and&quot;

schools, not a whit behind the most inter

esting of Engliah shires, stnd surpassing
in the matter of remuneration to the tact
and care of the husbandmen, the much
lauded valley of the Ganesee in the neigh
boring State cf New York.&quot;

The interment took place on Wednes
day to the episcopal cemetery, the Kev.
Hector Hill officiating. The attendance,
aa might be anticipated, was unusually
representative,including several of the sur
vivors of the deceased s early years. The
town council also attended in a body.



igmes of whose history lie knew so much,
and in whoae well being he took so great
an interest.

Mrs. Secord, whoae name has so often

occupied a conspicuous place in the early
history of this country, was a sister of
the deceased. Her exploit^ is worth re

peating. The American forces under
Bre.stler had penetrated to the neigh
borhood of St. David s, in the Niagara
district, and had taken possession of Mra,
Secord s rude habitation. Discussing
proposed movements Mrs, Secord gather
ed that an attempt was to be made on a

point known as the Beaver Dam, then
held by a email British force under the
command of Oapt. Fi zgibbon, afterwards
and for many years clerk to the L^gisla*
tive Assembly of Upper Canada. With
that intense loyalty so marked in the
family, Mrs. Secord determined to4brave
the dangers of a midnight visit to ihe
British camp, and risking capture at the
hands of the Americans who infested the
section and the dangers of failing into
the handa of Indians who prowled the

woods, excited and cf hostile purposes,
braving all dangers and with one purpose
benfc, the heroic lady reached the British
lines as the sun was emerging from the

foliage. Fitzjibbon WM at first incredu
lous. He would hardly believe that a
woman could accomplish the feat. At
once he determined to profit by the infor

mation, and so disposed of h s force and
by a concerted movement and what was
intended to represent an aasaulfe in force
that the officer in command of the Ameri
can forces unconditionally surrendered,
and FitBjibbon, through Mrs. Secord s

offices, was enabled to capture a force
five times the strength of his own with

guns and stores of importance.
Mr. Thos. Ingersoli died at his home

on the River Credit, Toronto township,
in the year 1812. His eldest son Charles,
along with the late Hon. Wm. Hamilton
Merritt, served as an cfficer of the Pro
vincial I^ight Dragoons in the war of that

year. Two sergeants in the same troop
were the late Joshua Corbin, Norwich,
and Philip Shadwick, East Zorra. They
were at Lundy a Lane and Maumse end

now an expanse of towns and villages,
traversed by three important lines of

railway a county possessing all the
luxuries of life,and in agricultural wealth
and in the comfort and costliness of its

farm residences, its roads, churches and
schools, not a whit behind the most inter

esting of Engliah shires, and surpassing
in the matter of remuneration to the tact

and care of the husbandmen, the much
iauded valley of the Genesee in the neigh
boring State cf New York.&quot;

The interment took place on Wednes
day to the episcopal cemetery, the Rev.
Rector Hill officiating. The attendance,
as might be anticipated, was unusually
representative,inc!uding several of the sur
vivors of the deceased s early years. The
town council also attended in a body.




